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#22 — 1864 — Series of five exceptionally well-written and detailed letters sent by a hospital
steward in the 25 Virginia Infantry during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign as General Sheridan’s
Potomac Cavalry Corps was turning the tide against General Early’s Army of the Valley




Diaries, Journals, Correspondence, Photographs and Ephemera

We specialize in unique original source items that provide collectors and researchers insight into
American history, society, and culture while telling stories within themselves. Although we love large
archives, usually our offerings are much smaller in scope; one of our regular institutional customers calls
them “microhistories.”

This primary source material enlivens collections and provides students, faculty, and other researchers
with details to invigorate otherwise dry theses, dissertations, and publications. Competitive philatelic
exhibitors often purchase our ephemeral material to provide additional ‘pop’ to their thematic, topical,
postal history, and especially international open exhibits.

Terms of Sale

Prices are in U.S dollars. When applicable, we charge sales tax. Unless otherwise stated, standard
domestic shipping is free. International shipping charges vary. All shipments are sent insured at no
additional cost. Any customs or VAT fees are the responsibility of the purchaser. We no longer ship to
France or Germany due to the added burden of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) registration.

If you are viewing this catalog on-line, the easiest way for you to make a purchase is to click on the Item
# or first image associated with a listing. This will open a link where you can complete your purchase
using PayPal. We also accept credit cards via Square, checks, and money orders. Money transfers via
Zelle are always appreciated.

Reciprocal trade discounts are offered to dealers who are members of the ABAA, IOBA, ILAB, ASDA, and
NSDA, as well as APS Dealer Members and members of the Abebooks, Biblio, and Alibris selling
communities provided they pay by check, money order, or Zelle.

Institutions, established customers, and ABAA/ILAB members may be invoiced; all others are asked to
prepay. We appreciate institutional constraints when it comes to complying with acquisition rules,
dealing with foundations, and courting donors, so we are always willing to hold items for a reasonable
time for you to meet organizational purchasing, funding, and billing requirements.

Any item may be returned for a full refund for any reason if the return is initiated within ten days of a
purchaser’s receipt and if the item arrives back to us in the same condition as when originally shipped.
Prior notice of any return is appreciated. Return shipping costs will be paid by the buyer. All items are
guaranteed as described. If a recognized authority finds an item or signature not to be genuine, the
original purchaser may return the item at any time for a full refund including all shipping costs.

Regards, Kurt and Gail

Kurt and Gail Sanftleben

Stafford, VA 22554

Email and PayPal address: kurt@sanftleben.com Cell phone and Zelle transfers: 571-409-0144
Website: read-em-again.com
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1. [AUTOGRAPHS — THOMAS SMITH] [CRIME — FELONIOUS TRESPASS, RIOT, & ASSAULT] [LAW —
CONSTITUTION] [MILITARY — AMERICAN REVOLUTION]

1775 — A warrant directing Pennsylvania sheriff arrest several men on the charge of “Felonious Trespass”
signed by Justice of the Peace Thomas Smith, a member of the Bedford County Pennsylvania
revolutionary Committee of Correspondence, who would become a Revolutionary War Colonel and later
be arrested for opposing the state’s first Constitution of 1776.
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It reads in part:

“George the third by the Grace of God of Great Brittain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith &c
To the Sheriff of Bedford County Greeting We command you as we have often done heretofor
Commanded that you take Pierce Noland . .. Paul Ernstberger ... Adam Kefer . .. Henry Stegner. .. Peter
Boucher . .. and Frederick Vertress . . . if they be found in your Bailiwick and them Safely keep so that
you have their Bodies before our Justices as well as our Peace to keep [for] Divers Felonies Trespasses
and other misdeeds within our Said County Perpetrated . . . to be Assigned . . . at our County Court of
General Quarter Sessions . . . to be Held the third Tuesday in October next to answer us of a Certain
Offence whereof they Stand Indicted. . ..”

Perhaps as a result of revolutionary turmoil, Bedford County Court records shed little more light on the
men’s offences other than to indicate they were accused of “riot and assault” and that they failed to
appear at court.

Smith, a native of Scotland, became the deputy surveyor of Cumberland County in the early 1770s and an
influential Bedford land lawyer by 1772, eventually being appointed as a Justice of the Peace. He was
named as a representative to the county’s revolutionary Committee of Correspondence in 1775 and
commissioned as the Colonel of the Second Battalion of the Bedford County Associators in 1776. Although
he helped draft the state’s Constitution of 1776, he vehemently opposed some provisions and was jailed
for refusing to turn over county records to the state’s “Supreme Executive Council.” He was finally freed
after pledging to support the document; however, he continued to voice his opposition until the
Constitution was rewritten in 1790.

(For more information see, the Bedford County Court Records and “Thomas Smith, 1791-1794” at the
Bedford County History of Judges website.)

An attractive and scarce colonial arrest warrant, issued in 1775 following the battles at Lexington and
Concord. Perhaps, a little more research could determine if the trespass, riot, and assault charges against
Pierce Noland were related to early conflicts between American revolutionaries and loyalists.
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2. [BROADSIDE] [BUSINESS — INTERNATIONAL TRADE] [POLITICS — NATIONAL]

1809 — Broadside printing of an impassioned speech against President Thomas Jefferson’s Embargo Act
given by Revolutionary War Hero and Congressman Benjamin Tallmadge

Speech of Mr. Tallmadge. Tuesday, December [
27t 1809. On a motion to committ to a select | .
committee, the bill from the senate for .}
enforcing the embargo laws. Unidentified
printer. Annotated on the reverse, “Mr.
Tallmadge’s Speech” and “Felino (?) Hale”.

A

commitiee, the bill from the senate

In December of 1807, President Thomas
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forced an Embargo Act through Congress Mr. Tallmadrre Sald that on ord”mry
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embargo had no effect on either country, it == Z§& they were found to be ddn"'el‘Ollb lll :
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shipping. Despite fierce opposition, Jefferson continued to enforce the embargo and, after merchants
chose to ignore it, proposed draconian measures to enforce compliance. Tallmadge, a Connecticut
Federalist, was a vociferous opponent, and in this speech, he emphatically assailed a proposed act that
would legalize those measures.

“Sir ... if | rightly undertand the provisions of this bill, | shall declare that it is fraught with more danger
to the liberties and privilges of the people of this country, than any other that has yet been offered to
the consideration of congress. . ..

“I'have no hesitation in pronouncing the bill so radically and vitally defective, both in principle and in all
its provision, that it is upperly incapable of amendment. . .. Let it be discussed here openly before the
nation. . .. The people of this country should know who the men are that have not only palsied their
lawful exertions by a perpetual embargo, but would now jeapordize their dearest rights to enforce that
measure. [I] cannot consent . . . to barter away any of the rights of our constituents. This house cannot
have forgotten the late attack upon the liberties of the people of this country, by a bill sent from [the
Senate] suspending the writ of habeous corpus [that] was rejected in this house almost by unanimous
consent. . .. | view the bill now under consideration , infinitely mor dangerous to the liberties of this
counry. . .. If this bill should unfortunately pass into a law, then will this country literaly be subjected to
the will of a DICTATOR. .. “[If this act becomes law,] the owner, consignee or factor, with the master of
every ship or vessel, must give bonds to the amount of six times the amount of the vessel and her cargo,
that the embargo laws shall not be violated. . .. Even the coasting trade must thereby be almost
annihilated. . .. No man’s store or even house is secure from search from our custom house officers. If
the collector. .. chooses to suspect that you have specie in your desk, intended for exportation, [he may]
make forcible entry and carry it off . . . justified by secret orders to be issued from the president of the
United States . . . who is armed with all the land or naval forces, as well as all the militia. . ..
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“I think the bill deserves a public execution, and | wish
to give it one today. . .. | should mourn over the
departed glory of my country (to achieve whose
independense my feeble but faithful services were
afforded) if | could believe the great body of it citizens
were willing to sumbit to such base degradation. . ..”

Not only was this enforcement act defeated, but
Jefferson’s Democratic-Republican Party was forced to
submit to public pressure led by a rejuvinated Federalist
Party and repeal the Embargo Act in March of 1809,
replacing it with the far less oppresive Non-Intercourse
Act that lifted the embargo except for trading with
British or French ports.

Tallmadge was a hero of the American Revolution. He
was initially commissioned as an officer in the 2"
Continental Dragoons and led successful raids on British
military outposts and destroyed supplies of forage.
Tallmadge was charged by General George Washington
of managing intelligence gathering in New York and led
the famous Culper Spy Ring that discovered the West
Point treachery of Benedict Armold and identity of his
British contact, Major John André. Following the war,
he developed a successful mercantile business and
served as the Litchfield Postmaster. He served from
1801 to 1817 as a Connecticut Congressman.

(For more information, see “Benjamin Tallmadge” in
Appleton’s Cyclopedia of American Biography,
Shouler’s “The Embargo Act of 1807” in The Great
Republic by the Master Historians, and Jennings’s “The
Agitation for the Repeal of the Embargo Act” in the July
1928 issue of Social Science, all available online.)

A truly rare broadside record of Tallmadge’s
envicerating speech that helped end the Embargo Act
disaster, perhaps the only extant copy. It appears to be
unique. At the time of listing nothing similar is for sale

in the trade. There are no records of anything similar having ever appeared at public auction. It is not listed
in any Americana reference. OCLC shows not examples are held by institutions, and Internet searches
result in no hits. A remarkable broadside documenting the angry resistance to President Jefferson’s

Embargo Act that caused its repeal.
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3. [LAW — DAMAGES] [LOANS — USURY] [PHILATELY]

1810 — Letter from a father to his son providing $250 related to a legal problem with regard to bail, harm
to a bull by his dogs, and a proposed usurious loan

o —

This one-page stampless folded letter was sent by [ o e% [ & //:z,/m/ R
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to assist him in resolving an apparent legal dispute
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“I send this $250 as you say in your leter you have $37 to pay [your] bail for him — the man you pay now
—well less on the Sum. In your next make a Statement how much remainders & when to be paid — Send
down the certificate as soon as Mr. Walton gives his name to it....”

Joseph Fearon was a “soapboiler” who sold tallow and candles in Philadelphia. His son was one of the first
settlers in the Beech Creek — Bald Eagle Creek region of Pennsylvania, just northeast of Bellefonte,
Pennsylvania, the home of the American Philatelic Society (APS).

At the time of this letter, most state laws capped interest rates at 6%.

(For more information see various online genealogical listings related to the Fearson family, Maynard’s
Historical View of Clinton County, the Philadelphia Directory for 1810-1811, and Benmelech’s and
Moskowitz’s The Political Economy of Financial Regulation: Evidence from U.S. State Usury Laws in the 19
Century.)

Although no similar items are for sale in the trade, some have appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub,
or are contained in institutional collections per OCLC, online searches show some Fearon papers are held
by the Winterthur Library and the Historical Society of Philadelphia.

#10699 $200
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4. [MILITARY — WAR OF 1812] [VIRGINIANA]

1814-1815 — Two pages from an orderly book maintained by Captain Andrew Stevenson’s Company of
Artillery

This two-page leaf, measuring 7.75”
x 12.5”, contains five morning,
provisioning, and forage reports for
Captain Andrew Stevensons
Company of Artillery. It was
maintained while the unit was
stationed at Camp Holly Springs, as
part of Colonel Barlowe’s 2™
Virginia Regiment, in defense of
Richmond, Virginia. In nice shape.

Two of the entries are from 1814
and three are from 1815.

The morning reports include
tables showing unit strength by
officers, sergeants, corporals,
privates, surgeons, drummers,
and fifers.

The provisioning report notes that
the unit was “now in the service of
the United States from the 6% [of
January 1814] until the 10* day of
January 1815 and was entitled to
draw complete rations of 540
troops.

The forage report also notes that
the unit was entering United
States service in January 1914 and
was entitled to draw forage for 14
horses until January 1815. This
amounted to 30 bushels and five
gallons of corn plus 1,372 pounds
of straw per week.

(For more information, see Butler’s
A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in
the War of 1812.)

War of 1812 artillery reports are especially scarce. Nothing similar is for sale in the trade or has appeared
at auction per the Rare Book Hub. There may be some artillery-related entries in a partial example of a
War of 1812 Virginia Milita orderly book that is held by the University of Michigan or a complete Virginia
“minute and records” book held by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

#10700 $1,500
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5. [DISABLITIES] [MILITARY — AMERICAN REVOLUTION]

1816 - Certificate attesting to the Revolutionary War service of a New York veteran

This certificate measures
8” x 6”. It was prepared
by a Justice of Peace
from Madison County,
New York who attests to
the accurate copy of a
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conformity with the |
law of the United
States William Lucas late a private of Capt Barkers company of the army of the Revolutions was on the
twelfth day of February 1789 inserted on the pension list roll of the Massachusetts agency at the rate of
five dollars per month and that his name is now on the roll of the New York agency at the rate of eight
dollars per month commencing on the twenty fourth day of April one thousand eight hundred and
sixteen.”
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A later, follow-on, unsigned certificate on the reverse reads in part:

“Know all men by these presents that | William Lucas of Cazenovia an Invalid Pensioner of the United
States constitute and appoint [blank] my true and lawful Atorney for me and in my name to receive from
the Agent of the United States for paying pensions in the City of New York State of New York my pension
from the 4" day of September 1833 to the 4™ day of March 1834...”

Revolutionary War Invalid Pensions were the first federal disability benefits in the U.S., established by the
Continental Congress in 1776 for soldiers and sailors disabled in service. These pensions provided half-pay
for life to those veterans who were incapable of earning a livelihood,. They required both proof of disability
and of honorable service.

(For more information, see Daen’s “Revolutionary War Invalid Pensions and the Bureaucratic Language of
Disability in the Early Republic” in Early American Literature 1968-2024 Vol. 3, No. 2 through Vol. 59, No.
3.)

Scarce. At the time of listing, no other American Revolution Invalid Pension certificates are for sale in the
trade. None have appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub; however, they occasionally turn up on eBay.
OCLC shows another Invalid Pension certificate is held by the New York Historical Society.

#10701 SOLD.



6. [BUSINESS — GREAT LAKES SHIPPING] [MILITARY — WAR OF 1812] [PHILATELY]

1816 — Letter from the former U. S. Officer who coordinated the transport and supply of Army units
deployed to Detroit, Mackinaw, Chicago, and Green Bay, during the War of 1812 and continued to do so
as a civilian contractor after the war ended in 1815

This two-page stampless folded letter
measures 15” x 9.5” unfolded. It was sent by
former Colonel, James Thomas, from Detroit
on 30 August 1816 to his business associate,
Jacob Miiller Haldeman, in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. It bears a scarce manuscript
“Detroit / 30 Augt.” postmark and ”25” rate
mark in red. Haldeman has docketed the
correspondence “Letter 30 Augt 1816 / Col
Thomas”.

In this letter, Thomas informs Haldemann that
he has been on Mackinac Island coordinating
the supply of fort and community at Green
Bay in what today is Wisconsin. It reads in
part.

“I suppose you would be glad to hear from
me if it is merely to tell you that | am in the
land of the living. . .. | have been about 24
days to the Island of Mackinao. The Troops
destined for Green Bay have established
themselves at that place and arrangements
have been made for supplying them. All
matters and things have gone on smoothly
this season and something will be made by the contract. Our friend Simpson has made great exertions,
he accomplishes everything that he undertakes. . ..”

Thomas, who several years before was instrumental in securing land-based supply lines during the Battle
of Lake Erie was, no doubt, speaking of a large 60-ton shipment of 370 barrels of flour, 31 barrels of salt,
3 barrels of pork that he had recently received on 12 August via the schooner Hercules.

Haldeman was a Pennsylvania iron monger who made a fortune shipping by mule train to Harpers Ferry
during the war, where it was used to manufacture arms.

(For more information, see Quaife’s “The Story of the Schooner Hercules” at the National Museum of the
Great Lakes website and James W. Biddle’s “Recollections of Green Bay in 1816-17” at the Explore Oneida
website.)

Quite scarce. At the time of this listing, no Thomas correspondence from either the War of 1812 or his
follow-on work supplying army units in the Northwest Territory is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub
shows nothing similar has appeared at auction. OCLC identifies no similar items held by institutions,
however Haldeman'’s business records are located at the University of Pennsylvania’s Kislak Center.

A first-hand testament to James Thomas'’s role in securing the Northwest Territory.

#10702 $2,000
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7. [NATIVE AMERICANS — POTTAWATTAMIE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION — MISSIONARIES]

1829 — Letter from Josiah C. Goodridge in New Hampshire to his sister at the Carrey Pottawattamie
Indian Reservation at Niles, Michigan

This stampless folded letter measures 15.5” x 12” unfolded. It = . : :
was datelined “Newboston [New Hampshire] March 11t" 1829 = 2 seiies el Ly LTS
and send by Josiah C. Goodridge (sometimes Goodrich) to his Vi R e e O e
sister, “Mrs Fanny Simerwell / Cary on the St Josep’s / Michigan” N s

via as annotated on the cover “From [the] fort Wayne [Indiana] v Jremiean Bl o
the post office.” Tean L R il = My i A

The letter to Fanny reads in part: /;f — :

N
N

%
“| was very glad to hear of your safe arrival at Carey and of the #% = = L e
improvement in your health. . .. Jesus Christ ... isabundantly e Yok B ,//;,/(/,,,'f// E
able and willing to supply all our wants whether temporal or Loa) Do e S

spiritual and to grant unto us an inheritance among those that 7 ekt 5
are sanctified and to all those who believe in his name . . . all = 9
men to black as well as white. . .. | hope dear sister that you
and your partner will so trust in the Lord that he will guide
direct comfort and support you in your arduous undertaking

in endeavoring to civilize and Christianize the Indians.”

Fanny was the wife of Roger Simerwell, a Baptist missionary
who served as the government blacksmith at the newly
founded Pottawatomie Indian Reservation on the St. Joseph'’s
River near Niles Michigan. He became fluent in Pottawatomie and translated a book of catechism and
hymns. Trusted friends, the Simerwells voluntarily accompanied the Pottawatomie when the tribe was
forced to move west and helped establish a reservation with a school near Topeka, Kansas, in 1835. Roger
continued his evangelical work there until 1854 when poor health forced his retirement.
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The Carey Mission was established by Baptist missionary Isaac McCoy in the 1820s and named for William
Carey a noted Baptist missionary. Its location in western Michigan made it a major immigration center, not
just for the local region but for pioneers heading further west. Mail to the Carey Reservation from the East
was dispatched primarily via the Erie and Wabash Canals to Fort Wayne, Indiana which served as a routing
post for mail heading further west to Chicago. Regular mail deliveries to western Michigan did not begin
until the 1830s with the establishment of the Fort Wayne, Indiana to Niles, Michigan mail route.

The manuscript postmark on this letter is especially scarce, and it is dated much earlier that the only other
example recorded in the American Stampless Cover Catalog

[For more information, see Griswold’s The pictorial history of Fort Wayne, Indiana, Keim’s “Elkhart County's
connection to the outside world began with the Fort Wayne-Niles mail route” at the Elkhart County,
Indiana . . . View from the Past Facebook website, and “Robert Simerwell — Pottawatomie Missionary” at
the Legends of Kansas website.

An exceptionally scarce record of an early Michigan Indian reservation and the establishment of mail
service to the western part of the state. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade.
Nothing similar has appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. A google search suggest that a similar
letter may be held by the University of Michigan.

#10703 $1,000
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8. [CRIME — DESERTION] [MILITARY — INDIAN WARS] [PHILATELY]

1835 - An obsequious request from a private to his commanding officer asking that his desertion be
forgiven and that he be allowed to return to duty

This request, measuring 6.25” x _—uw . —
4”, was sent by Private R. A. : : HRGE s e SR
Eammons to his commanding sLittdlis) ok highley.  Jbmnoed: umab oo lL I ot
officer, Brevet Major M. [actually , ek S e S R e
Nathan] Clark on 6 May 1835 at T £ ﬂ_—, ‘ i
Fort Winnebago, Michigan (later ) =LA it
Wisconsin) Territory. Eammon’s Lfih Lo dLESEEAL, UL ,g.;»i';'- obcttioals et
request is on one side of the leaf. Wox 4, ;

The other is addressed to “Bvt Maj
M. Clark / Fort . Winnebago.”
Probably delivered by hand to the
headquarters as it bears no postal
or delivery information. In nice
shape with several pressed-out
storage folds.
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The fawning request reads:

“Dear Sir, and highly Honored and most noble Major: would you stoop so low as to grant me the privalige
of gowing out to work and you my rest ashured that | never will make enny further attemps to deseart.
Your most obedient Servent / R. A. Eammons.”

Desertion was a chronic problem in nineteenth century armies, including American units posted to the
Northwest Territory and later, the West. The ultimate penalty for desertion was death, however that
seldom occurred outside of wartime. Instead, lesser punishments were usually imposed by courts-martial.

Some of the more common severe punishments included branding or disfigurement, hard labor with ball
and chain, flogging, and imprisonment. More lenient, though often quite painful punishments included
straddling planks with weighted legs, wearing large and heavy barrels suspended from shoulders,
reduction of rations to bread and water, carrying shot-filled knapsacks, and marching never-ending pickets
in the blazing sun or freezing cold. Sometimes deserters were simply stripped of their uniform buttons,
marched to the post’s front gate, and turned loose, which was pretty much what they hoped for in the
first place.)

In Emmons’s case, it is likely he was writing from a jail cell within the fort, perhaps after some minor
corporal punishment, when he decided that he would once more like to serve as a soldier. Major Clark

Fort Winnebago was a 19th-century Army post that was strategically placed due to its surrounding rivers
in what is now Wisconsin. At the time of its construction, there were already two other forts, Howard and
Crawford, in the region. Each of these forts was needed to control water access between the upper
Mississippi River and the Great Lakes, as well as to protect settlers, miners, and travelers from regional
Native Americans. The post was manned by elements of the 1% Infantry Regiment.

(For more information, see McDermott’s “Were They Really Rogues: Desertion in the Nineteenth-Century
U. S. Army” at the Nebraska State Historical Society website.)

An interesting slice of early 19" century Army life.

#10704 SOLD



9. [PHILATELY} [RELIGION — EPISCOPALIAN & MISSIONARIES]

1837 — Letter regarding the separation of previously established Episcopalian churches and missions
from the Diocese of Michigan after Wisconsin became its own territory in 1836

This two-page stampless letter, sent from the Reverend Daniel
E. Brown at Menomoneville to the Reverend Philander Chase
“near Peoria / lllinoise”,, measures 16” x 9.75” unfolded. It is
datelined “Mission Buildings Green Bay / April 3 1837” and
bears an especially scarce manuscript postmark
“Menomoneville Apr 5” of which only one other example is

recorded by the Wisconsin Postal History Society. In nice shape / : - g
PR T Qi T . Lutigrel

In this letter, Brown requests clarification as to whether the s AT T

few churches that had been established in Wisconsin would st VITE (P i Wi T 0) -

remain part of the newly formed Diocese of Michigan or form
into a separated organization.. It reads in part

“I have presumed to address you upon a subject of much
interest to the religious community of Wisconsin which . . . is
of serious importance to the Church. It is presumed that the
guestion whether Wisconsin is yet a part of the Diocese of
Michigan as claimed by the worthy Prelate of that Diocese . .
. or are we separated & no longer for and integral part
thereof. . .. This question is now assuming a very serious
aspect for the Vestry of Christ’s Church Green Bay. . .. There are now four resident Clergymen in this
Territory . . . three in the employ of the Board of Domestic Missions. We have but one organized Church
who has no Rector the Rev R. F. Cadle having resigned. . .. It is also anticipated that . . . a church will be
organized at Milwaukee & also that the Garrison at Fort Winnebago will organize themselves into a
Parish. | have felt . . . as if it was unwise to agitate the question in our present situation & particularly as
it regards questions of jurisdictions with Michigan [but] | would wish your advice. For if we are fully
separated from Michigan & have the right to form a new Diocese . . . it would be prudent to do so. . ..
Will you be kind enough my Dear Father to give me your views upon the claim set forth by the Rt Rev
Prelate of Michigan & whether . . . it is right now expedient to organize at this time. . ..”

When Wisconsin was part of the Michigan Territory from 1818 until 1836, Episcopalian fell under the
purview of Missionary Bishop of the Northwest. Its first mission , the Oneida Duck Creek Mission (originally
under the Diocese of New York) at Green Bay was the beginning of Church work in the MIdwest. After the
Diocese of Michigan was formed in 1834, Wisconsin activities were place under the temporary supervision
of the Bishop of Ohio and did not come under the oversight of the Bishop of Michigan until 1836, after
which he maintained that the establishment of the Wisconsin Territory had should not divide his diocese,
successfully thwarting the establishment of a Diocese of Wisconsin until 1847.

(For more information, see Ford’s A Brief History of the Diocese of Michigan and “Oneida History” at the
Milwaukee Public Museum website.]

A first-hand document attesting to the religious competition that sprang into being with the establishment
of the Wisconsin Territory. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, nor has appeared
at auction per the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows no similar items held in institutional collections. We have
another lot for sale regarding the Oneida Duck Creek Mission.

#10705 $1,250



https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010705/reverend-daniel-e-brown/1837-letter-regarding-the-separation-of-previously-established-episcopal-churches-and-missions
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010705/reverend-daniel-e-brown/1837-letter-regarding-the-separation-of-previously-established-episcopal-churches-and-missions
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009988/henry-root-colman/1843-letter-from-an-important-missionary-at-the-oneida-duck-creek-reservation-in-wisconsin
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010705/reverend-daniel-e-brown/1837-letter-regarding-the-separation-of-previously-established-episcopal-churches-and-missions
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010705/reverend-daniel-e-brown/1837-letter-regarding-the-separation-of-previously-established-episcopal-churches-and-missions

10. [COOLIES] [FOOD — TROPICAL FRUIT] [PHILATELY] [SLAVERY - SLAVE TRADE]

1841 — Letter of introduction for an “Immigration Society” agent sent by an important merchant in
British Guiana to Madeira wine merchants, soliciting post-slavery laborers for sugar plantations

This two-page stampless, folded letter measures 8” x 9.75”. It was
sent by the Murray Brothers of British Guiana (Guyana) to
Newton Gordon Cossart & Company in Madeira. It is datelined
“Demerary [Demerara] Feby 1840”. The front of the letter bears
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the manuscript annotation “Fav’d by Mr Dunlap” indicating it was Dty /2 ,
favor-carried. In nice shape. A transcript will be provided., A ki LD

The letter introduces an “Immigration Society” agent, Mr. Dunlap, Az

- " A,
and request he be assisted in soliciting post-slavery labor for the !/‘ f s {(jdqm
sugar plantations of the colony. It reads in part: (o LA [ o

“Permit me to introduce as your acquaintance our friend, Mr. "—'i;’/:{ﬁ\_i e
Dunlap, whos proceeds as Agent for the Immigration Society to """ /” o ( bR

your Island and thence to Sierra Leone, in the hopes of ~w. oo o = . 0
obtaining laboreres for this very fine colony, and on the success G Ay om e TH, S L poes

of which we may safely say depend its existence, if we had

double our present population, sure and profitable employment could be obtained by every one willing
to work. . .. Our Mr. Loxdale [is bringing] 7 boxes of choice pine[apple] plants and two coco nuts. [If] Mr.
Gordon has more than he requires he will be able to spare some to his friends. [They] number three
dozen in one box . .. our very best specimens . .. Blue Jamaica, Montserrat, and Indian. . .. If it will not
give you too much trouble [would you send] us a few choice plants in duplicate, and the tea plant. . ..”

Although the Abolition Act of 1833 officially abolished slavery throughout the British Colonies, de facto
slavery continued unabated throughout its Caribbean lands via the “coolie” trade which enticed
impoverished East Indians into oppressive indentured contracts after which, they were treated only
slightly better than the enslaved laborers they replaced. Almost 40,000 were brought to British Guiana.

The planters of British Guiana also established a successful “Immigration Society,” subsidized by the
government, which recruited Portuguese laborers and former coolies from Madeira and, more importantly
African “recaptives” who had been bound for Spanish and Portuguese colonies until their slave ships were
captured by the British Navy. Once freed, the Africans were taken to Sierra Leone where Admiralty courts
legally confirmed their free status. Afterwards, they were consigned to a variety of unfree labor
apprenticeships at the hands of the Nova Scotian Settlers and Jamaican Maroons (Afro-Caribbeans who
had freed themselves from slavery and established black communities throughout the West Indies). Mr.
Dunlap, in this letter, and other immigration agents were quite successful. Between 1840 and 1865, almost
14,000 African recaptives from Sierra Leone had immigrated to British Guiana, along with over 30,000
Portuguese laborers and several thousand former coolies from Madeira.

(For more information, see Erickson’s “The Introduction of East Indian Coolies into the British West Indies”
in The Journal of Modern History - June 1934, “The Arrival of the Portuguese” at the Gonsalves of Guyana
website, and “Abolition’s Adolescence: Apprenticeship as ‘Liberation’ in Sierra Leone, 1808—1848" in The
English Historical Review — June 2022.)

Perhaps unique. At the time of listing, nothing related to the recruitment or use of “receptive” labor is for
sale in the trade; neither has any related material appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows
no related items are held by institutions.

#10706 $1,500
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11. [FIREWORKS] [PHILATELY]

1844 — Letter providing information needed to order a selection of imported fireworks

This one-page stampless folded letter
measures 15” x 9” unfolded. It is datelined
“Boston Feby 20. 1844” and was sent by
Charles R. Fessenden to Robert Clinton
Wright in Baltimore. It bears a circular
Boston postmark in red and a manuscript
“18% cent rate mark, the cost to send a
single-sheet letter between 100 and 400
miles. In nice shape.

In this letter Fessenden, infrequently
identified online as an importer of Asian
goods, explains the pricing of fireworks.

“I notice your order for Fire Crackers —they
come 40 packs in a box — the pricesis $2 ..
. He has not before sol at less than 2 each.
The holder has a little short of 400 boxes —
but owning to some stupidity in the entry,
the vessel having gone into N. York & the
crackers sent round coatlines they have
lost the debenture — say about 15c p box &
| thot best to advise you before purchasing
— The G W Paige will not sail for several
days which will give you an opportunity of
saying if you will take them without
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debenture. | note they have been sold in NY at 1.90 cash short price — so that this will not be very

different.”

Although some colorful fireworks were being made in Italy and Germany at the time of this letter, almost
all firecrackers were manufactured in China. They were used in celebrations throughout the world,

including the United States.

At the time of this letter, a shipping debenture was a type of customs document issued by the government,
certifying that a merchant was entitled to a drawback (refund) of duties paid on imported goods, which

were subsequently transferred to another port.

In 1840, debentures in the context of American shipping primarily referred to customs documents issued
by the government, certifying that merchants were entitled to drawbacks (refunds) of duties paid on
imported goods, which were subsequently re-exported or shipped along the coast. The system was
essential for facilitating the transport of goods to coastal cities.

Scarce. At the time of listing, no original source fireworks documents from before 1865 are for sale in the
trade. The Rare Book Hub identifies only one that appeared at auction. The Eric Rosenthal Research
Collection at the National Library of South Africa may contain several fireworks shipping documents from

this period.

#10707 $300 On hold, but not yet sold. Please ask if interested
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12. [MILITARY — DRAGOONS] [PHILATELY]

1845 — Letter from the Quartermaster General of the United States regarding the equipping of the 6™

Infantry Regiment as dragoons

This one-page stampless folded letter measures
16” x 10”7 unfolded. Its dateline reads,
“Quartermaster Genls Office / Washington City
April 18" 1845”. It is addressed to “Major D. D.
Tompkins ‘ Asst Qtr Master / Philadelphia /
Penna” It bears a circular Washington City
postmark, dated 19 April and a “FREE”
handstamp, both in red.

The letter addresses the receipt of invoices to
equip the 6™ Infantry as dragoons. It reads in part:

“l acknowledge the receipts [of] invoices for the
6" Infantry with letters from my signature &c.
The course proposed by you for procuring the
200 sets of Dragoon horse equipments by
accounting for proposes for funding that
number deliverable at the Schuylkill Arsenal
within 90 days after the opening of the
proposals on the 11 of May is approved. It is
not deemed advisable to incur the expense of
advertising except in the Pennsylvanian and one
of the papers of Cincinnati to be selected by
Capt Irwin. . .. / Henry Staton / Ast Qr M Gen”
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Docketing indicates the acquisition of dragoon equipment was approved.

Interestingly, there is no record of the 6™ Infantry ever transitioning from a traditional foot infantry
regiment into a horse-mounted dragoon unit. At the time this letter was written, the regiment was most
likely still stationed at Jefferson Barracks near St. Louis, however before the end of the year, it had been
assigned to General Zachary Taylor’s command at Corpus Christi, Texas and deployed to the Rio Grande
due to rising tensions with Mexico as it became likely Texas would be officially annexed by the United
States.

D. D. Tompkins was an early West Point graduate who had been breveted to the rank of Major for gallantry
at the Battle of San Felasco Hammock while serving in the 1°t Regiment of Artillery. He subsequently served
many years as a distinguished Quartermaster officer.

At the time of this letter, Colonel Henry Stanton was the Assistant Quartermaster General. He served with
distinction during the Mexican-American War and received a brevet promotion to general for meritorious
conduct.

(For more information, see various online newspaper articles, genealogical references, and obituary
notices.)

A curious letter considering there appears to be no record of the 6" Infantry ever having been redesignated
as a dragoon regiment or having served on horseback. Worthy of additional research.

#10708 $150
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13. [LETTERSHEETS — CINCINNATI] [PHILATELY] [TRANSPORTATION — STEAMBOATS]

1845 — A postally used letter sheet featuring a terrific engraving of the Cincinnati riverfront with over 15

docked paddle-wheelers

This four-page stampless folded letter,
written on an illustrated letter sheet,
measures 15” x 9.75” unfolded. It is
datelined “Social Hall Aug 15/45” and
bears a circular Washington, Kentucky
postmark with a blue “10” manuscript rate
mark. It was sent by L. J. M. Lord to his
sister, Laura, in Vermont.

The illustration,  which measures
approximately 7.25” x 3.25”, depicts the
Cincinnati riverfront as seen from the
south across  the Ohio River.
Approximately 15 steam boats are docked
parallel to the shore. The city’s buildings
are finely and accurately depicted.

The letter is mostly filled with family news
and informs Laura that “brother A.C.L”
lives in Cincinnati. It also describes L. J.
M.’s efforts to put on a children’s signing
contest for an upcoming Sabbath
celebration.

The engraving is identical to one in
Milgram (CN-LS-5); however, this sheet
was printed by a different publisher,
George Dickensen. Milgram assigned a
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rarity factor of R-2 to the letter sheet in his reference, suggesting no more than 5-25 exist today; this

unlisted sheet is no doubt more scarce.

At the time of listing, no examples of this letter sheet are for sale in the trade; however, an unused example
of a different Cincinnati letter sheet is. No examples of any Cincinnati Lettersheets have appeared at
auction per the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows several other more common Cincinnati Lettersheets in

institutional collections.

#10709 $275
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14. [ALCOHOL - TEMPERANCE] [CRIME — FORGERY] [EDUCATION — ACADEMIES] [PHILATELY]
[VIRGINIANA]

1850 - A fascinating invitation from the Sons of Temperance chapter at one of the oldest public schools
in the South to a prominent Virginia tobacco and cotton planter

This two-page stampless, folded letter, dated May 30™ 1850,

m~aN o sad

was sent by Octavius Austin, the chairman of Sons of - X s Zr«w«?m o:ue BI spge e
e e - > A rtiw = A e e -
Temperance chapter at Virginia’s New London Academy, to a oo 75, oA Sl
R torstiniigrnn D a S

prominent tobacco and cotton planter, Charles Anthony, in ... = 2
Campbell, County. The letter measures 16” x 9.5” unfolded ";"“”‘”g’

and bears a manuscript New London postmark, dated May ";;; e
st H J‘z«—( o //M/'"'/”‘//” ‘/—”-(_,_-
31% In nice shape. on ///N o .
. . o e o 1 1] \: el
This letter encourages Anthony to attend a meeting of the = & .« .. bt f"’;"" 7T R Sy
A el ¥ : 2 =
Sons of Temperance to be held on June 8" at the New London = /527, Sarex senste DAL
= } A
Academy in Bedford County. It reads in part: f”‘;;;;j; gl e e
y . . Gofo aoend e i D bk ) el Ty, siiin
Our labors here in the Temperance reformation have been = v 2 sezr o o oo o A
. . . . AR i D G ol [ fr bl ns A & =
eminently successful, but the glorious triumph .. .isnotyet  wo von’ o s e e nnis W.f: E
achieved . . . between the friends and the foes of total o 75 &5 T %r Sy = e
abstinence. We have already ‘taken the handle of the Devil's = = “7 = o= 7 = ;‘::n‘;fj:
’ i i Cate.e e g S Tras> pills Ko
teapot’ and are now need but one mighty, united effort to - E AR PSR

melt it away forever and fix the standard of Total Abstinence

.. where it shall wave in triumph [over] every distillery [and] the wail of the widow and the orphan, the
shrieks of the maniac, the imprecations of the prisoner . . . shall cease to rise to Heaven calling for
vengeance. . .."

Charles Anthony, a wealthy cotton and tobacco planter, held over 100 enslaved workers at his Walnut Hill
plantation in Campbell County, Virginia. The New London Academy was founded in 1775 as a classical
school for boys near the town of New London, Virginia. In 1795, it received a charter from the Virginia
General Assembly. Funding was initially obtained through local lotteries until it began to receive support
from Virginia’s “Literary Fund” in 1818. It became coeducational in 1879 and joined the public school
system in 1887 becoming the high school for Bedford and Campbell Counties. It is still part of the Bedford
County public school system today, serving as an elementary school. Its continuous operation since the
date of its original 1795 charter, the academy is one of the oldest public schools in the South.

Octavius Austin was instrumental in founding the African American Methodist Church in New London in
1851. However, although he could resist the temptation of the “Devil’s teapot,” he apparently found filthy
lucre more tempting. Newspaper articles report that he was found guilty of forgery in a Richmond court
in 1859 and sentenced to the state penitentiary for seven years.

(For more information, see “Charles Anthony” at the Find-a-Grave website, “Slaveholders Discuss Hiring
Slave to Work in Distillery in Lynchburg, Virginia” at University Archives website, “African American
Methodist Church in New London” in JSTOR, and “Wilson and Conly, New York Loan Brokers” in the 23
December 1856 issue of The Springfield [Massachusetts} Daily Republican, all online.)

At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows auction records of
several Son’s of Temperance letters from other locations. It is possible that related letters are held in the
Anthony family papers collection at the Library of Virginia.

#10710 SOLD



15. [EDUCATION — COLLEGE] [LETTERSHEETS — YALE]

1850 — Letter from one friend to another written on Yale College illustrated stationery

This three-page stampless folded letter
written on an illustrated Yale College letter
sheet measures 15”x9.75” unfolded. The
letter, datelined “Northford June 22d,
1850,” was written over several days by C.B.
Brooks and sent to a friend, “Hon. Smith.”
In nice shape.

The letter sheet features a 5” x 3” oval
image of the early Yale campus, known as
“Old Brick Row.” The image is titled “Yale
College / 1845

The letter is filled with friendly and
somewhat cryptic conversation. It reads in
part:

“A Sabbath passed pleasantly away as far
as the preaching could make it, but the
singing had ben intolerably good. . .. As |
took a peep out of the window just now |
saw Chappy drive up at Mr. Hoadly’s and
nor long after this, | saw both he and his
dear step into the carriage, which, with
the aid of the horse conveyed them down
the meeting-house hill rather sudden
thought I. Where they are going as for
what purposes they are going | know not,
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but if conjecture is anything, they are going to N. Haven, it would tell me to make some preparatory steps

toward — you now what aswell as I...”
A very nice early view of Yale.

#10711 $200
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16, [BUSINESS — MEDICINES] [PHILATELY]

1854 — Manuscript order for medicines received by a drug company in Springfield from a rural lllinois
postmaster

This one-page stampless folded letter,

measuring 15.75” x 9.75” unfolded, was bk /,,/, o 4,,},%,///

sent by Morris Bird, the postmaster of ORI / ~ Sl ARy
Mechanicsburg, Sangamon County;, lllinois

to the Birchall & Owen Drug company of ey 10 Gveloseot o Bidl S ot
Springfield. The letter is datelined, "”‘”/’/// g

. ready , // // p A A
September 22, 1854. It did not‘ pass Bl ,// St ﬂ;"/ e | e
through the postal system, rather it was

favor-carried “By the politeness of A. =
Armstrong”. In nice shape.

1 / :
l//;/m// //)// /// o i

Bird writes in part:

Inclosed you Will ﬁnf:l Twenty. Three '///,_Vn Hoorih Y, - P il
Dollar for Wich you Will pleas give Me 3 )
Credit for And | Waant you to fill the Bill P T ,f//’““‘/z///ﬂ&'
Below if you Have the Medicines and if /z/ Jl2 oo lliivess o / ////4
Not send sutch As you have on hand | A Aripilairss '
want you to put them up in A Box and TR T N T A
y p p . ‘;/ ‘ \7/7’/ﬂ11{ /’(l%’//.a //» //1 ﬂ,‘ /
send them on the Cars to Mechanicsburg _
- . A Lo 0% Fhedilers
Station. . .. i ;f’,,/,@ loiicss & sartng
Bird’s order included Bulls Sarapenlla =+ 7/ e e L
(sarsaparilla?), James Atterative, James
Vermafuge, James Carminitive Balsam, Sl T2

James Sanitide Pills, Perry Davis Pain Killer,
Castor oil, Ligour Kathanon for the Havre,,
Cattle Powders, Easterly Jodine &
sassafras, and Cinamon. The medicines ranged in price from $2.25 to $4.25 per bottle.

Morris Bird and his wife were early settlers in Sangamon County, lllinois, arriving in spring of 1848 and
soon becoming the Mechanicsburg postmaster.

Birchall & Owen ran an important drugstore in Springfield, stocking patent medicine pills, lotions, powders,
and syrups from New York, Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia. They also sold dental supplies and
stationery.

At the time of listing, no similar orders from Bird are for sale in the trade or have appeared at auction per
the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows small collections of Birchall & Owen records are held by several lllinois
institutions.

#10712 SOLD



17. [CALIFORNIANA] [GOLD RUSH] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] [WOMEN & GIRLS]
1856 — Letter from an East Bay pioneer women describing her thriving boarding house business

This four-page letter is datelined “San Lorenzo March L

17 1856”. It was written by Almira [Harris] to her ' v v oo Aok (7 1557
friend, Salley, in Essex County [New Jersey, New York, (/fu}, s NSRS S S O 7 S
or Virginia?] No mailing. In nice shape. GG //”‘i A ’” ”/ //////
In this letter, Almira recounts her successful California /"/" ’/ o ""(,’/‘5“
pioneering experience. It reads in part: /'Q S.ﬂ__" g
5 7 RS 7 LS 55 e W P s | 477/ 77383 [ RN .13
“When | come here there was nothing but a cloth /; b o e Ve z.,j
tent that covered a piece of ground 12 x 12. . .. there / 807 ”//“ < ] J/ o // ////
was no houses for miles around now there is quite a 72;/; AT ’/ ESR e e
village sprang up around us. . .. Asa [has] built a O R
large stable that will accommodate 35 horsesonthe " R
Wharf at the landing of the Steam Boat that runs =« cez w.s 2us b, 5
from [San Antonio] to San Francisco three times a /’ ///’ o ,’/'i/(/"‘ i i
day. . .. The stable cost $4000 and is said to be the v . i /v ,/, 7= ot Yok AN
best one in California. . .. Our family [numbers] ’/’r{/ S f el (//(/ ///7 v
twenty. Five of those are borders & the rest are ‘Q,// 230 * L /,}l/ L

hired men. One hostler a Bartender a Cook & Waiter //J;////// // s ““/f/' ‘ e ///“
the rest of the men work on the farm. And your ,// ieg o :
humble servant . . . does the chamber work and  4aee 2. &

. . . . A
washing [as well as] the Pastry cooking whichisnot 7 =~ =
a small item. . .. Another branch of industry that

comes under my care is the Poltry | have fifty hens & twenty turkeys & twenty five Ducks and two wild
Geese and seventy five Chickens. . .. 15 horse 100 herd of cattle 500 hogs two cows one sheep and two
lambs nine dogs seven cats . . . and a pair of canarys. ...”

Almira, Asa, Hayward, were among the few first settlers of the San Lornzo region of California, and other
local residents, they established “Squattersville” on the on previously unsettled land within granted to
three veterans after Mexico won its independence from Spain. Although initially welcomed by the
owners, as they spent considerable sums for provisions and supplies, that changed as more Easterners
arrived, and courts forced squatters either to move out or purchase the lands upon which they settled.

Almira W. Harris was one of the first settlers of the San Lorenzo region of California.

Hayward was likely William Dutton Hayward, who, after failing in the mines purchased 40 acres from the
Mexican veterans and established a general store, saloon, and hotel. After he moved on, his town went
on to become the city of Hayward. Much of Almira’s washing and ironing was likely for the hotel.

(For more information, see “Early History of San Lorenzo” and “Willard Hayward” at the Hayward Area
Historical website as well as online genealogical references to Almira W. Harris.)

Quite scarce. At the time of the listing there are no similar letters for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book
Hub shows that none have appeared at auction. OCLC shows one institutional collection holds a diary
from a man who worked at a California boarding house.

A terrific first-hand account of a very successful pioneer East Bay business woman who was tied to the
founding of Hayward, California.

#10713 SOLD



18. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [FIREFIGHTING] [MUSIC — SHEET MUSIC]

1861 - lllustrated sheet music celebrating an early volunteer firefighting company that included an
African-American fireman

R R R e
S RSN

The United States Polka, Composed for the Piano Forte, F
and Respectfully Dedicated to the United States Fire
Comp’y of Philadelphia by William Wosieffer.
{Philadelphia]. Owner’s name and date in upper right
corner of the cover, “Miss Lollie H. Strauss / Dec 25
1861” (possibly a Christmas present). Complete, 5
pages. Once bound in a private volume so slightly
trimmed and a little rough along the left edge. Pencil
annotation on the reverse: “rare / 1861 or earlier /
13696” along with a small handstamp, “lay Irving
Collection”.

The cover shows two views related to the volunteer
fire company that was founded in 1811.

An image of the company’s fire station located at
Wood Street with three men standing before it.

A second image is surrounded by a border of ivy,
ribbons, hydrants, bells, hoses, and ladders. Within are
six volunteer firemen standing alongside their
Philadelphia-style hand-pumped fire engine. Most of
the men wear uniform capelets and painted leather
stovepipe hats. One is dressed in civilian clothes and a
beaver or silk top hat. Of special note, one firefighter is an African-
American; he wears overalls emblazoned “US” and hard leather fire
helmet with the number “21”. (The company was also known as the
United States Fire Company No. 21.) One of the firefighters, perhaps
the captain, is rather rotund and holds a fire trumpet in his hand.

The company served until 1871, when an official city fire department
was established.

(For more information, see Landers’s “In the Early 19th Century,
Firefighters Fought Fires ... and Each Other” at the Smithsonian
website, Caltrider’s “These Early US Fire Departments were Violent,
Coercive Political Gangs” at the Coffee or Die website, and
Greenburg’s “Cause for Alarm: the Volunteer Fire Department in the
Nineteenth-Century City”.)

A very scarce piece of sheet music showing an African-American
fireman. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade and the Rare Book Hub shows nothing
similar as having appeared at auction. OCLC shows only one example of this title held by an institution.

#10714 SOLD



19. [HOLIDAYS - ST. VALENTINE’S DAY] [MILITARY - CIVIL WAR]
Circa 1861 - A lift-the-flaps Civil War themed valentine

Approximately 5” x 7” This colorful valentine bears an over
embossed design and features a double-flapped oval
illustration of a sentry standing duty before a smoky fire on a
cold winter evening. When the flaps are lifted, a domestic
scene is revealed showing a parlor scene with the soldier, as a
civilian, reading a newspaper as his wife and young daughter
play nearby. There is no mailing envelope. Unidentified
publisher.

A colorful motto label is affixed below the oval. It reads:

Thoughts of Home.
When hush’d the camp in death-like sleep,
Next walking save the picket lone.
And nature’s wrapp’d in silence deep. S
The soldier dreams of thee and home.

The unused card is clean with some light toning.

Far scarcer than its more famous cousin, “The Soldier’s
Farewell” (listed above). At the time of listing, no other
examples are for sale in the trade. No examples have been
sold at auction per the Rare Book Hub and the Stamp Auction
Network. OCLC shows none are held by institutions, although
one example is in the Huntington’s collection

#10715 SOLD




20. [DISEASE — MEASELS] [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR] [POLITICS - COPPERHEADS]

1861 — Letter from an lowa soldier describing life at Birds Point, Missouri, a strategic position on
Mississippi River opposite Cairo, lllinois

This four-page letter is written on stationery illustrated with a
portrait of Major General John C. Fremont. It is datelined “Camp
Loyon. Birds Point / Nov. 3d 1861”. It was sent by E. N. Newsom
to his cousin, Matilda Gwen. No mailing envelope. A transcript
will be included.

Lyase. LA

/w/

N )// ////

S ‘{L‘

////4’ Zorts

It reads in part:

MAIOR G

“While my comrads are sleeping on their hard soldiers bed of

straw, | attempt to pen you a few lines. . .. | am now a soldier &~ « =@ @

//(/}/ru/ 7 //z/

. . . . 22 2 2 ot i J//*
in the 10" lowa Regt. We are stationed here at Birds Point . . .. [~ e /// // = . /o /’"
| have been in the Army four months and . . . sick two months. e AR W ”/ e / /7"/”
. . erpe 2 IR Gra, Gl Awral S &per
.. | am getting able to walk about. . .. It is a difficult matter for R / =
g/m}/y., Sorigoedid - Sare sitvilion gzt

a sick man to gain health strength [when] exposed to coald and

. . . . . ST —Apen «//// / Vetnr ALl 'f/ ‘5/:1("’({///‘.///
hard ships as we are. We are still living in our tents and to suffer -~~~ @77 T s

from the inclemency of the weather is unavoidable but we are
building our winter quarters and then we will be more
comfortable but [it] goes on slow. Tomorrow | am going over
to Cairo to buy a stove to put in our tent. . .. If only | had a pair
of horses and a slay and somebody nice to slay with. . ..

“The health of the Regt. Is very poor. Some four hundred are
reported on the sick list not able for duty. The measles is the
principal disease and quite a number has already died with

7475/‘, 7 .7(/11. 2.
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that contagion. Before | left. .. | wrote to Caroline Sears [about] my intention. . .. She said for me to stay
at home and not medle with the south that they were fighting for their own rights. She hoped the south
would kill nearly all the northern soldiers. . .. Such a letter did not please me. . .. | burned the letter half
read and wrote her a letter that broke the correspondence. . .. | wrote Uncle Stumpy Jake a letter today.
| don’t know whether he sympathys with the south or not. . ..”

Birds Point was an important Union position located just across the Mississippi River from Cairo, lllinois. It
was occupied early in the war and served a crucial Federal stronghold for protecting Cairo, controlling river
traffic and launching operations into southeastern Missouri.

The 10™ lowa was organized at Camp Fremont (probably where Newsom purchased this stationery), lowa
during August 1861, and deployed by riverboat to St. Louis in September. From there it proceeded south
to Cape Girardeau which was being threatened by rebels and launched a raid on Bloomfield, Missouri, to
disperse the gathering Southern force. Subsequently it occupied Birds Point, from where they chased rebel
bands that were harassing Union troops. The regiment later fought in a number of Mississippi Valley and
Tennessee battles, including Corinth, Vicksburg, and Chattanooga, before “marching to the sea.”

(For more information, see the Regimental History of the 10th lowa Volunteer Infantry.)

Letters from the 10" lowa are uncommon but occasionally appear on eBay and at auction. Two diaries
from the 19*" lowa are held in institutional collections per OCLC.

#10716 SOLD



21. [MAPS} [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR]

1863 — Letter from a Union soldier on colorful Magnus patriotic stationery discussing the Shenandoah

Valley Campaign

This three-page letter was sent by George N. Jones, a
Union soldier at a “Camp near Warrenton Junction,” to
his cousin Ruth on colorful patriotic postal stationery
produced by Charles Magus, the prodigious publisher
of quality postal stationery during the Civil War. It
features a bird’s-eye view map of Philadelphia and a
vignette of a grim-faced war goods speculator reading
a letter from his son who was serving in the Union
Army. His left-hand rests upon a pile of investment
notices showing various interest rates including one
titled, “A Snug Investment. Two framed prints are on
the wall behind him, one Pennsylvania coat of arms and
the other of a man with a U.S. flag. The caption reads,
“Good news from my Soldier Boy.” No accompanying
envelope.

The letter reads in part:

“For the past two or three days we have been laying
under marching orders but | think it was the effect of
some cavalry demonstration on our front which
looked as if Lee meant to attack us. | do not think
however that there is any danger of such a thing in

ertlen

LISt o,
reality transpiring, and it is quite probable that we , ,/7 s
will remain here for some weeks yet to come. 7 N &
ot lotrally
“The weather . . . has been exceedingly warm but last 4
evening we had quite a heavy thunder show which
has had an excellent effect in cooling the weather. . .. | hope it will continue, as hot weather is very

unhealthy. . ..

“I want you to send a copy of ‘Harper’s Weekly’ as there is an advertisement there which | wish to see. .

4

When Jones wrote this letter, Warrenton Junction (today Calverton) served as a quiet but crucial logistical
hub for the Union Army of the Potomac, where following the Gettysburg Campaign, General George
Meade's army rested and repaired the war-torn Orange and Alexandria Railroad in this area, waiting out
the late summer heat, before resuming active hostilities in the fall. The area became a bustling tent city
for various regiments. Online military records suggest that Jones was a member of the 43" New York
Volunteer Infantry, which conducted scouting missions to monitor the movement of Southern forces and
performed picket duty to prevent another devastating guerilla raid like that conducted by the Confederate

partisan leader John S. Mosby and his cavalry three months earlier.

A very nice example of attractive soldier-used Magus stationery.

#10717 SOLD



22. [MILITARY - CIVIL WAR] [FOOD — RATIONS] [PHILATELY] [VIRGINIANA]

1864 — Series of five exceptionally well-written and detailed letters sent by a hospital steward in the
25 Virginia Infantry during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign as General Sheridan’s Potomac Cavalry
Corps was turning the tide against General Early’s Army of the Valley

This small correspondence
collection contains letters
sent by Hospital Steward
David F. Kagey in the 25rh
Virginia Infantry in the
month of August during
the Shenandoah Campaign
to his “Girls” at home in
New Market, Virginia.
Three are enclosed in their
original mailing envelopes = ori
(one franked with Scott
#10 cancelled with a
circular Woodstock date
mark and two of the

postmarks are indistinct. In 2 ok e gy ’ i
nice shape. / A 4%

)/// o /,a,«,."z’~ o 4 & '
In the summer of 1864, the %' > e 75 YA 75 i)
25th  Virginia Infantry ; 7 - Zamry

Regiment was heavily

engaged in General Jubal Early’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign. The regiment, which had been severely
depleted by casualties during the Battles of Spotsylvania and the Wilderness, was joined by four other
Virginia regiments, which had also been part of General Stonewall Jackson’s famous brigade, to be
consolidated under the command of Brigadier William Terry. Assigned to theConfederate Army of the
Valley, it helped drive the Union Army from the Shenandoah Valley in June and July of 1864. However,
when Early’s force approached Washington, DC, General Grant ordered Philip Sheridan, commander of
the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry Corps to seize the Shenandoah Valley, destroying the Confederacy’s
‘breadbasket’ and preventing its use as an important north-south transportation corridor. Sheridan had
an immediate impact, and during the month of August, his force went on the offensive and halted Early’s
momentum through a series of continuous skirmishes.

During August, when Kagey wrote these letters, the 25™ Virginia marched and counter-marched across the
Shenandoah Valley (including areas in and around Winchester, Strasburg, and Front Royal) as Early and
Sheridan sparred for control of the region. It skirmished at Winchester, Bunker Hill, Fisher’s Hill, and
Williamsport. The letters read in part:

12 August, “Hupp’s Hill”

“We have slowly fallen back ago this point, having left “Darksville” [Darkesville] for Maryland the
second time. . .. We crossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown [and] camped at Sharpsburg. ... and took
the Hagerstown Road. . .. Next morning [in heavy rain] we marched. .. to within 6 miles of Hagerstown,
when we suddenly filed to the left coming back to Williamsport, recrossing the river & camped at Falling
Waters. Next day we only marched a few miles, “parking” at our “old camp at Darksville” [and then
moved on to] Newton & had a little fight with the Yankees. . .. Our brigade had 10 killed and wounded.



It was only a skirmish. [We are now] in ‘line of battle’

awaiting the approach of the Yankees, who are now

making efforts to cross Cedar Creek. Skirmishing going % o ‘ 3
on now. One of our brigade came in wounded. We 2) s LD
may have a fight this evening. | hardly think Early g Moy T > Ll
intends going farther back without a battle. . .. Our ¢ T e T
wounded of yesterday & those left at Winchester are S LWy A b s
being sent up the Valley today. . ..” i N o " ~

14-16 August, “Tom’s Brook” Dpeoraitog). e s G S A T

“l just came up here . . . to see about getting our o o P S gebensppdesths
rations. . .. We had orders this morning to prepare to Sy, T ; G
move forward. The Yankees have fallen back to Cedar RU oneclrtce- AB R
Creek. The skirmishers of our Division have advanced 7

as far as Hupps Hill. Dr. [Casper Henkel] & | were down et
near Strasburg this morning. The Yankees did not — ~ = seyree 475 crnivccre
come to this side of Strasburg. The knew it would not ecritlotivall toniitiias + i ail Ko g kY,
do to attack ‘Jubal’ at ‘Fisher Hill. It is rumored here  Z.. o ¢4 i porecii of cevcin el Zarti
that ‘Fitz’ Lee & Gen Anderson are at Front Royal & — ‘ecocuiviri o vvens G iiiuiiiii e
had a fight with the enemy yesterday & whipped 74 o vvee e oy :
them. | hope itis true...” ¥ 3

25 August, “In the Line of Battle near Charleston o : /'"
Jefferson Co.” S

“We . . . are now in Line of Battle awaiting [the
enemy]. They are reported to be coming up on the Harpers Ferry road. We are 8 miles from H.F. & %
mile from Charlestown. . .. Col. Williams & | caught up with our commands Sunday night [and] found
our mess seated around a Big Mess of Roasting Ears. A portion of our Army was skirmishing with the
enemy. . ..

“Col. Williams & myself had a tolerable pleasant ride on Saturday. . .. We stayed . .. at a Mr. Childs. . ..
The Yankees [had] injured him smartly. Searched his house, took many things . . . all the knives and
fabric, spoons &c. All his hay, horses, & many other things. His neighbors were similarly treated, many
of the worse. They burned quite a number of barns, wheat stacks, &c between Middletown &
Winchester. . .. We sent an ambulance with sick. . .. | have no idea where we will go from here. Perhaps
across the river & perhaps ‘Jubal’ will go back to his ‘den’ at ‘Fishers Hill. . .

“Our brigade was called out again last night. The Yankees did not come closer than a mile [but] probably
will advance to day. You will not be surprised to hear of the Army falling back soon to ‘Fishers Hill” We
will fall back or advance into the enemy’s country as they have taken & destroyed much of the supply
to this portion of the Valley. . ..”

“We had . . . skirmishing on Wednesday [and] within 5 miles of Shepherdstown we met a very heavy
Cavalry & Artillery form[ation] of the enemy. We had a small engagement, but the Yankees soon run.
The 25™ had 3 men wounded. . .. A few hours later we encountered the enemy again. . .. The fight was
a spirited one for a short while, but they ran again. [The doctors] & | had some curiosity to see the fight
& stampede but our curiosity was soon gratified. The Yanks commenced pointing Canister & Shell
among us. | came very near being struck with both. . .. resolved hereafter not to go where duty does
not call me, & | think [the doctors] will do likewise. . .. Terry’s Brigade had 6 killed & 23 wounded. We
sent all the wounded to Winchester this morning. . .”



28 August, “In Camp
Near Bunker Hill”

“The great bulk of the
Yankee army are
between
Charlestown &
‘Harpers Ferry. They
did not follow closely.
We fell back leisurely
after driving about
eight thousand of
them across the River
at Shepherdstown. A
number of them were ‘
killed, wounded, and S Saa O i = &=
about 50 prisoners. | have just now learned the 25" will guard the prisoners to Winchester. Perhaps |
may go along. | suppose there a hundred or mor prisoners all together, captured by different portion s
of the Army. . ..”

.

31 August, “Camp Near Bunkers Hill”

“We left this Camp & marched out in ‘Line of Battle’ to meet the Enemy who had come up ... with a
heavy Cavalry force [and] Gordon’s force met them . . . this side of ‘Smithfield. . ./ | was on a
considerable eminence & saw all the fight & had the satisfaction of seeing the Yankees ‘skedaddle’ as
usual. Our skirmishers & the Artillery drove them beyond Smithfield. Quite a number of the enemy
were killed & wounded. Our loss was relatively small. Terry’s Brigade had 2 killed & six wounded. The
enemy shelled us heavily. . .. This Country is drained of all ‘Extras.” We get ‘Pork’ every few days instead
of Beef. . .. Our small Box of provisions came. . .. To get Honey, butter, &c in this sections requires ‘Green
Backs’ an ‘article’ very scarce with us. . ..”

While the campaign may have looked like a victory from Kagey’s perspective, it had actually gone badly for
the South, and Sheridan soon after forced Early to abandon the northern half of the Valley, after which the
Union army put most of its farms to the torch during which its residents still refer to as “The Burning.”

Kagey had only been a steward for about four months when the Valley Campaign began. He had been
studying medicine at the University of Virginia, left school to fight for the Confederacy, serving in in the
Danville Light Artillery, when one of his friends mentioned in the letters, Dr. Miller, helped secure his
appointment as a steward. Between both units, Kagey participated in almost all of the previous major
battles in the war.

Quite scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. No first-hand Confederate
accounts of the campaign, much less any from a medical steward, have been sold at auction per the Rare
Book Hub. OCLC shows several institutions hold small collections of Confederate correspondence, but
again nothing from a medical steward, regarding the campaign.

#10718 SOLD



23. [FOOD — PRESERVATION} [HOLIDAYS — CHRISTMAS] [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR]

1864 — A Christmas Day letter from a Confederate soldier who has just begun to build “Winter Quarters”
at Petersburg, Virginia

This three-page letter is datelined “Medical Department /i
Terry’s Brigade / Seven Miles South [of] Petersburg Sunday : Bvotiget 1‘;4/,/’:—7. T act
Evening December 15, 1864”. It was written by David F. et Aot Z

Kagey (see lot #22 above) to “Sallie.”

In it, he reports his relocation from the defense of the
Shenandoah Valley to Petersburg, where Terry’s
consolidated Virginia Brigade was spending Christmas.

“Well this is Christmas, & little did | think one month ago it
would find me with a few valued friends away down here
in ‘Old Virginia, among the Piney Swamps,’ sleeping on
‘North Carolina Feathers. | mean ‘Pine Tops.” Taking it
regular ‘Swine Fashion.” Who would have believed it. That
good old ‘Goose Hair’ Bed at Home, how often | think of it
& wish for the privilege of a pleasant ‘Snooze’ there. . .. “

He also discusses the building of “Winter Quarters.” AL T TR

“The Brigade are busily engaged in daily erecting ‘Winter *
Quarters.” They will get through with their ‘Cabins’ this _ -
week It will be a ‘nice little Town’ [which] when completed | /.-
... will cover an area of about twenty acres. The ground = 7/
was all in a “Pine Grove” several days ago, [and] they’'ve

used the timber . . . to build ‘huts. The ground is now thoroughly cleared off & the “Cabins” are all up,
only need covering & building chimneys. . .. We . . . will perhaps begin [building our huts] tomorrow. We
have been living thus far in our Tents. We have two, Dr. Henkel, Dr. Miller, Billy Jennings, & myself occupy
one. ... Have been living very well since our wagon came up. ... Dr. C. and | managed to keep comfortable
on our trip from the Valley. . .. By joining [our blankets] together we managed to get along well but had
a very unpleasant ‘car’ [box car] ride in, filled with Soldiers & they, no doubt were full of ‘Confeds’ [body
lice]. | surely thought if | ever had a favorable opportunity to get the ‘critters’ on me, | had them. But |
am rejoiced to know we passed through triumphantly without an attack from the enemy. . ..

“I pass my leisure moments reading. . .. We came very nearly going to Wilmington N.C. last week, but
some other division went instead [so] | suppose we are permanent for the Winter. . .. | would caution
you, if the Yankees did not trouble you to take especial care of your Pork, [it] may need more Salt, but |
suppose you have hung it up by this time. If you think you think you can spare a small Ham, you may
send it [along with some] yeast to make “Light Bread. . ..”

The remnants of the 25" Infantry fought at Petersburg during the famous siege, and then accompanied
General Robert E. Lee’s army, fighting at Hatcher’s Run, Fort Stedman, and Sayler’s Creek before
surrendering at Appomattox Court House.

(For more information, see Lot #22.)

A seldom-encountered Christmas Day letter from a pre-occupied soldier who scarcely acknowledges the
holiday.

#10719 SOLD



24. [MILITARY - CIVIL WAR] [PHOTOGRAPHS — CDV] [PHILATELY]

1864-1866 — CDV Photograph of a Union Soldier taken at the Oak Gallery taken at the Oak Galler in
Memphis, Tennessee

This standard-size carte-de-
visite measures approximately ‘
2.5” x 4”. The photo graph was  {[{ I}
taken by J. W. Taft at the Oak
Gallery in Memphis, Tennessee. |
It is franked with a 3-cent, green
Proprietary revenue stamp
(Scott #R18) canceled with a
single ink slash. Undated and
unidentified. In nice shape scuff
to top right corner of the
photograph.

L
. . e
Dak Gallery,
2824 Main St., Memphis Tenn.
J. W. TAFT, Artist.

The image shows an enlisted
soldier wearing a 9-button,
single-breasted, uniform frock
coat. His kepi rests on a nearby
column. Unidentified soldier.

I —

The price of the revenue stamp = b
indicates that his cdv would have sold for between 25 and 50 cents when new.

Cartes-de-visite were first created to be used as calling cards by the French photographer, André-
Adolphe-Eugéne Disdéri, who patented the process in 1854. They became a world-wide fad that didn’t
wear off until around 1870 and were especially popular with American Civil War soldiers who wanted a
memento of their service.

The Oak Gallery, run by photographer J. W. Taft, was located at 282% Main Street in Memphis. Taft was
a popular Civil War photographer in the city who specialized in military photographs, especially soldiers
stationed at Fort Pickering. Since there's no general information on this photographer, it is assumed that
he came to Memphis near the end of the war specifically to make money photographing the occupying
Union troops.

Beginning on 1 August 1864, the Internal Revenue Act charges a tax on all photographs in order to raise
funds to support the cost of the Civil War. This became known as the Sun-Picture Tax because it was
imposed on all images created by the use of daylight, specifically photographs, daguerreotypes, and
ambrotypes. Rates were applied based on the retail price of the image. When a customer had paid the
tax, a photographer was to affix a revenue stamp to the reverse of the image and cancel it with his
signature and date. Most often, photographers simply drew a line across the stamp to preclude its reuse.
The act was repealed on 1 August 1866.

(For more information, see “Cabinet Card Photos and the Historic Memphis Photographers” at the Historic
Memphis website.)

#10720 $100
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25. [ADVERTISING — TRADE CARDS] [ALPHABET] [CHILDREN — BRATS] [MANNERS — RUDENESS]

1880s — A full set of pristine French illustrated alphabet trade cards used to advertise the sale of clothing
by a Massachusetts merchant

This set of 26 French
illustrated trade cards
features illustrations of bratty
children and rude adults.
They are printed in color on a
gold background. These cards
were intended to be used by
L. D. Wilbur & Company of
Fall River, Massachusetts to
advertise his clothing and
general merchandise
company. J. H. Franklin and
Company, a Fall River,
Massachusetts, printing
firm overprinted the French
cards with Wilbur’s business
information.

“L. D. Wilbur & Co. /
Clothing and  General
Furnishings, &c. / 16 South
Main St., Fall River, Mass.”

These charmingly humorous
cards are in pristine condition
and obviously were never
distributed by Wilbur.
Several examples include:

“Ascension Difficile” (“Difficult Ascent”) — One boy stands on a chair to beat another on the head with
what appears to be a candlestick as a chamber pot is overturned on the floor

“Baignade Imprevue” (“Unexpected Swim’) — One boy overturns a huge washtub that had been resting
on a table onto another

“Grotesques Admis L'exposition” (“Grotesque Exhibition”) — A girl picks her nose while out walking with
her mother

“Musique Vocale et Instrumentale” (“Vocal and Instrumental Music) — Two boys stand on and bang a
piano’s keys while shouting and beating a pot with a wooden spoon

“Union fait la Force” (“Unity Makes Strength”) — Two drunken men cling to each other in an effort not to
fall down

A complete set of this unusual advertising card series in pristine condition. Individual cards or small groups
of two or three in used condition, often with glue or scrapbook remnants on their reverse, occasionally
appear on eBay.

#10721 $500
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26. [ADVERTISING — TRADE CARDS] [BUSINESS — STOVES] [POLITICS — STATE]

1884 - Three-part metamorphic trade card for one of the three major stove manufacturers in the United
State featuring a rotund Benjamin Butler dressed in an Uncle Sam costume

This vibrant three-part
metamorphic trade card was
issued to advertise the
Peninsular Stove Company of
Detroit, Michigan. In nice
shape.

It features a colorful depiction
of Benjamin Butler dressed in
an Uncle Sam costume. The
initial image shows miserable-
looking Butler hobbling along

clutching two canes,
presumably after a hard day of
campaigning. The first

transformation (second image)
shows Butler swapping his
painful shows for a pair of more
comfortable boots, and the
second transformation (third
image) shows a jubilant Butler
dancing a jig. The rear of the card shows a young boy polishing Butler’s new boots.

What this has to do with stoves is anyone’s guess, but the card appears to have been made specifically for
advertising Peninsular stoves as two panels reference the company, one of which shows its logo that
features a map of Michigan to include the Upper Peninsula. It’s likely that the card was distributed nation-
wide as at the time Detroit was the stove-making capital of the world, and Butler’s campaign for President
was sure to capture the public’s attention. Much like Donald Trump today, Butler was simultaneously
adored and despised by wide swaths of voters, and his depiction on this card would have appealed to both
camps for different reasons.

Butler first gained national attention as a political general during the Civil War when as the commander of
Fortress Monroe, he refused to send hundreds of escaped slaves back to their Virginia plantations
declaring them to be “contraband.” (Some historians claim it was this action that first gave Lincoln the
idea to issue an Emancipation Proclamation. His performance as a military leader was abysmal, although
he won allegiance in the North and antipathy in the South when he ruled occupied New Orleans where he
harassed its female population and expressed hatred for Jews. He also lined his pockets through shady
business deals with rebels and union men alike. Following the war, he became a Massachusetts politician,
switching parties when he found it expedient, and after failing to obtain the Democratic nomination for
president in 1884, ran on the Greenback and Anti-Monopoly tickets.

A scarce example of a colorful, metamorphic, politically based advertising trade card from one of the most
important stove manufacturers of its day. At the time of listing, no other examples are for sale in the trade.
Worthpoint shows none have been sold on eBay. OCLC identifies none in institutional collections, although
it is possible there may be an example at the University of Michigan’s culinary collection.

#10722 SOLD



27, [DISEASE — CANCER] [FAMILY LIFE] [FOLK ART — ILLUSTRATED ENVELOPES] [LOVE] [PHIIATELY]

1926 - Series of 17 mailing envelopes with colorful, hand-drawn illustrations of family life sent by a
dying man to his wife

These 17 envelopes were sent by
Edward H. Levsen to his wife, Berthe
Wolfe Levsen, during March and April ' A S “ L
of 1926.All are postmarked from . . %38
Kansas City, Missouri, and all are & x"‘
addressed to Wyoming, lowa. Some ;* S' Il_"

} i 5 @ 76 %//df)(‘/‘ﬁ

stamps were trimmed upon opening.

Artwork is in nice shape.
T2 27tz 3
i
7%3’)//z<.‘

‘\51\8
"APR l

msr’”

Each bears a color pencil illustration.
Among them, one is of a woman
(presumably Berthe) dressed up to go
shopping, several show pets, one
shows a young girl reaching for a
candlestick telephone, one shows a
man (presumably Edward) riding a
horse, one (captioned “With you I
could Charleston through life) shows
the couple dancing, and one is an
Easter greeting.

"4//4/L,€4“

Vs
Edward had been a farmer until he 6%0“/3:‘4(_,
became a furniture salesman in
Wyoming, lowa. It's possible that he
sent these while receiving treatment
at a hospital in Kansas City, as Edward
died of cancer the following October
at the age of 46.

[For more information, see various
online genealogical records.]

An artistic testament of love from a
dying man to his wife.

#10723 SOLD




Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books.
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We hope you can visit us in-person at one of our remaining live shows this year.

24 Jun - The Rare Book and Manuscript Showcase in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

31 Jul — 2 Aug — The Dallas Rare Book and Paper Fair in Dallas, Texas

28-30 Aug — The National Philatelic Exhibition (NAPEX) at Tyson’s Corner, Virginia
11 Oct — The Ann Arbor Antiquarian Book Fair at the University of Michigan

20-22 Nov - The Chicago Philatelic Exhibition (CHICAGOPEX) in Itasca, lllinois



