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[FOOD — SHORTAGES} [CRIME — LOOTING & RIOTING] [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR] [VIRGINIANIA] [WOMEN & GIRLS}
1863 — Letter from a North Carolina soldier describing Richmond’s infamous Women'’s Bread Riot of 1863

In response to growing food shortages, rampant inflation, and a recently passed law authoring the government to
seize private foodstuffs to feed the Confederate army, as many as 700 poor women, most reported to be immigrants
and “free negroes,” rampaged through Richmond armed with Bowie knives, pistols, and hatchets, attacking business
and looting, not just bread, but also other goods including jewelry.
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1. [CRIME - TAX EVASION] [WOMEN & GIRLS]

1801 — Order for a Tennessee sherif to seize the property of a woman convicted of not paying taxes on
land that she owned
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dollars fifty five cents also

forty cents the amount of the Taxes Costs and Charges upon 640 acres of land listed for taxation for the
year 1800 in sd County & not . . . paid thereon where on she is Convict as appears to us of Record and
have you the same before the Justices of our sd Court of Pleas and Quarter sessions on the fourth
Monday in December next to render unto the State & County....John C. Henderson [Clerk of the Court]”

Docketing notes:

“Nov. 12t 1801 / Struck off to John C. Henerson highest bidder for $5.17 Cents, money not all paid,
afterwards money returned to sd Henderson. . ..”

At the time, Tennessee did not have an income tax. Instead, money was raised through Poll and Land
Taxes. In this case, Ms. Henry had not paid her land tax for 1800.

Mary likely was a member of the Henry family descended from John Henry, who family lore suggests was
a stowaway on a British ship from Amsterdam. He settled in Dutch Pennsylvania near Lancaster before
moving on to Wyeth, Virginia. From there, the family spread into Kentucky and Tennessee via The Great
Wagon Road that ran from Philadelphia to western North Carolina. One of his daughters, Mary (known as
Polly) is believed to have moved with a man to Tennessee. Apparently, no Wilson County tax records before
1827 are available.

(For more information, see online genealogical entries via Ancestry.com and Coffee’s and Adkins’s “The
Henrys of Eastern Kentucky and Southwest Virginia,” available online.)

#10669 $200


https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010669/john-c-henderson/1801-order-for-a-tennessee-sheriff-to-seize-the-property-of-a-woman-convicted-of-not-paying-taxes-on
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010669/john-c-henderson/1801-order-for-a-tennessee-sheriff-to-seize-the-property-of-a-woman-convicted-of-not-paying-taxes-on
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010669/john-c-henderson/1801-order-for-a-tennessee-sheriff-to-seize-the-property-of-a-woman-convicted-of-not-paying-taxes-on
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010669/john-c-henderson/1801-order-for-a-tennessee-sheriff-to-seize-the-property-of-a-woman-convicted-of-not-paying-taxes-on

2. [SLAVERY — AUCTIONS] [VIRGINIANA]
Early 1800s — A receipt for “crying a negro” auction for 11 slaves belonging to a Virginia family

This 7.75” x 5” undated
manuscript receipt AW #MDL/ 4%;9/7«“0 W,/c‘, P
documents the auction of 11 : OM

%&vﬂ/fﬂw %Mﬂ‘“"/’i‘—

slaves owned by Henly
Woodyard by his guardian, 7 m;t/P 4&»*% /m 4/7w o S _// Jo
John Woodyard. In nice | ; ; 7z troo
shape with some light toning

d t tical st ;’ S
and two vertical storage ik S@]L.
folds. S ’4 ~=k 2

00%"——"‘*** — 2— 2 2=

This document was obtained e e — = s
in northern Virginia, where pdtee e R ~————-—--—ﬁ7‘, A
the Woodyard family first SO e SR LSRR ;’\55:.;/
arrived. It reads in part: Vf’/ﬁ 3 o S v nd o 55

“Mr Henly Woodyard in a/c bl ©w —LZ §7

[account] with John o—— 4 j, e
Woodyard Guardian & To
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It then lists unnamed slaves numbered 1 through 11 who were sold at prices ranging from $0.58 to
$58.76, totaling a mere $107.84

The term “crying an auction” was commonly used in early America to indicate an auction that was
conducted by a town crier, something that frequently occurred.

The exceptionally low prices realized for this sale suggest that these slaves were probably sold in an auction
that was limited to other family members.

Online genealogical records suggest that this branch of the Woodyard family lived in Fairfax, Fauquier, and
Prince William Counties, and later relocated to Kentucky.

(For more information, see the “Woodyard History, Family Crest & Coats of Arms” at the House of Names
website, the “Woodyard Family Cemetery” at the Find-a-Grave website, “Woodyard” entries at
Ancestry.com and the Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia's Northern Neck Counties
website, and “The Origin of Crying the Auction” at the Carolina Auction & Realty website.”

A most unusual early family slave auction record.
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3. [MILITARY — WAR OF 1812] [VIRGINIANA]

1814 — Two pages from a 2" Virginia Regiment’s orderly book while stationed at Camp Holly Springs in
defense of Richmond

This two-page leaf, measuring 7.7” x 12.5”, is titled “Head Quarters
August 28" 1814”. It contains five entries signed by either Edmund
Taylor, the Brigade Major, or George Turner, the Adjutant. In nice
shape.
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28 Aug - “Brigade Orders. The general orders that the
commandants of the 2" Regiment will immediately cause to be
made, a return for thirty rounds of musket cartridges p man: and
thirty rounds of musket cartridges p man for the Artillerists carrying
carbines. . .. The whole of the Troops at Camp Fairfield, will draw
two days of provisions. . .. The tents will be struck at 5, and the line
of march taken up precisely at six oClock to morrow morning, and
proceed in the order directed by the Brigade Major. . .. [The}
Quartermaster General will furnish a sufficient number of waggons
for the transportation of the baggage and sick. . .. The officers will P e
carry no more baggage or equipage than what is absolutely 3
necessary. By order of the General, Edmond Taylor Brigade Major”

P gty

30 Aug — “The 2" Regiment will furnish without delay, 1 Sergeant, 1 : <

corporal and 12 privates, as a Quarter guard for the general. . .. George Turner Adjutant”

30 Aug — “Regimental Orders / Camp Holly. . .. The Colonel directs that 2 Subaltern officers be detailed .
.. officers of Police party. . ..”

31 Aug - Identifies officers to serve as the officer of the day, officer of the Guard, and officer of Police.

31 Aug — “The General directs that the sick reported by the Surgeons be immediately removed to the
Hospital, the Quarter Masters will furnish Waggons to convey them, the Surgeons will report such as are
sick and able to attend a nurses, detailed for that purpose. . ..”

On 2 September 1812, after Virginia Governor Barbour received an order from the Secretary of War for
1,500 troops to augment the new Northwestern Army then forming in Ohio under the command of
General William Henry Harrison, he established a Virgina brigade consisting of two regiments. The brigade
joined with the Pennsylvania brigade to form the Right Wing of Harrison’s Army and advanced up the
Scioto Rivier to Marion and Upper Sandusky near the Maumee Rapids. After constructing Fort Meigs, the
Virginia units, whose federal enlistments had expired, returned to Virginia and were not present when the
British and their Indian allies attacked the following spring. Although the area near Holly Springs had
housed militia camps earlier in the war, on the summer of 1814, it was re-established to defend Richmond
after the British fleet, freed from its Napoleonic commitments, appeared in the Chesapeake Bay. At the
time of these entries, the 2™ Virginia Regiment had recently deployed to the camp where it was
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Ballowe of Buckingham.

(For more information, see Butler’s A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in the War of 1812.)

Scarce. Nothing similar is for sale in the trade or has appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. A partial
example of a War of 1812 Virginia Milita orderly book is held by the University of Michigan, and a complete
Virginia “minute and records” book at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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4. [ADVERTISING — BROADSIDES] [ART — PRINTS] [BUSINESS — SHIPBUILDING]

1817 (1907) — Large lithograph advertisement for the prominent British shipbuilder who inspired Robert
Fulton, one of whose ships appears in the background

[

This large (16.5” x 12.5”) chromolithograph reprint of an 1817 British advertising aquatint was printed in
the United States, probably in conjunction with the 1907 centennial celebration of Robert Fulton’s first
commercially successful steamboat in the world.

Identical to the original, which was published by R. Ackermann of London, except that the title was
changed from “View of British Steam Vessels Under Weigh to “Steamers Vessels Under Weigh.” The title
continues,

Designed, and Constructed by Barrodall Rob[er]t Dodd, Civil Engineer, of Newcastle on Tyne.

"Soon shall thy arm, unconquered steam, afar / Drag the slow barge, or drive the rapid car, / Or on wide
waving wings expanded bear / The flying chariot through the fields of air."/ Darwin

The print depicts a paddle steamer with sail on 'pleasure trip' with a crowded deck. The inset view below
shows the interior of the principal cabin. Sailing barges and another vessel are shown in the background,
and a row boat manned by four sailors is in the right foreground right. An American steamship flying the
Stars and Stripes appears in the back left.

In nice shape with a relatively unobtrusive dampstain and a little bit of toning along the top margin, so
priced accordingly.
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5. [CODES & CYPHERS] [FRATERNAL — FREEMASONRY]

1839 — Manuscript solution for encoding and deciphering the Masonic Royal Arch Cypher

This one-page manuscript document is titled
“The Royal Arch Cyphers with Key.” It was written
by George K. Witmer of Paradise, [Pennsylvania]
on August 9™, 1839. Later docketing reads,
“March 1 1842.” The document was folded like
a stampless, folded letter and addressed by
Witmer to himself with an annotation in the
lower left-hand corner that reads “Royal Arch
Cypher / on April 1%t 1839

Within Freemasonry, the Royal Arch Cypher is a
specialized version of a “pigpen” cipher used
primarily within the Royal Arch degree of the York
Rite. Like other pigpen ciphers, it uses a grid-
based (tic-tac-toe and cross) substitution system
where letters are represented by the shapes of
the "pens" (lines and dots) that enclose them. A
common Royal Arch variation assigned the first
half of the alphabet (A-M) to plain geometric
outlines and the second half (N-Z) to the same
outlines but with dots inside.

The Royal Arch Cypher is frequently attributed to
ancient Jewish rabbis and a Hebrew Qabalistic
system, known as Aiq Beker (the "Qabalah of
Nine Chambers"), and there is evidence that the
Knights Templar used it during the Crusades.
Freemasonry adopted it in the early 1700s to
keep its records, rites, and inter-lodge
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correspondence private. Masonic tombstones incorporating text written in the cipher, dating from the
late 1600s, have been found, one in New York City’s Trinity Church Cemetery.

The text of this document explains how to use the cipher, noting, “There are two ways at least of combining
and using these characters, for the purpose of secret correspondence,” and provides two alphabetical

codes.

(For more information, see Wixon’s Codes, Ciphers, and other Cryptic & Clandestine Communication,
Hoyos’ “The Mystery of the Royal Arch Word” (online), “The Codebreakers” at the California Freemason
website, and Denslow’s A Royal Arch Encyclopedia (online).

A scarce explanatory Key to Freemasonry’s Royal Arch Cypher. Although information about the code is
contained in several texts, at the time of listing, no similar manuscript keys are for sale in the trade. None
have ever appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub and Worthpoint, and OCLC shows none are held by
institutions, although a printed key is in the collection of the Scottish Rite Museum and Library
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6. [PHILATELY] [RELIGION — MISSIONARIES] [TRAVEL — BURMA] [WOMEN & GIRLS}

1842 — A joint letter from important sister-missionaries in Burma to a third sister in Pennsylvania filed
with news about their service in Akyap, the capital of the Aracan province in the Bay of Bengal

These two two-page missives were written by sisters, Barbara

McBain Kincaid and Jane McBain, between 20 and 22 January i A
1842 and mailed as a single stampless four-page folded letter Y| ;
from Akyab, Burma (today Sittwe, Myanmar). They are
addressed to a third sister, Margaret McBain Gillis, in Jefferson
County, Pennsylvania. The front bears a circular Philadelphia
postmark and straightline “Ship” handstamp in blue, along
with a manuscript “39%” cent rate mark. A transcript will be
provided.

Jane and Barbara were the daughters of a Scottish officer
serving in the East India Company at Rangoon. There, they met
the Reverend Eugenio Kincaid, whom Barbara married in 1833.
Eugenio spent four long years perfecting his Burmese until he
could obtain land for a mission in the war-torn, crime-infested
region. This letter was written from Arcan in 1842, just before
the family returned to America for a respite during a period of
intense political unrest. They returned to Burma in 1852.

- ;
The letters read in part: o ok f 2 v
“ S AW e W
We have not entered upon another year. How much P
gratitude have we for [God’s] innumerable mercies tous = - "-«,7*" A Y 39N r

; . : /8 Y2
thus far. . .. Our trip to Calcutta was of much benefit [for] %,,, gAR T £4 i
never have we . . . been so long in the proverbial sickly ' RN e
place for so long without a physician. . .. Mr. Comstock has AW % .,,,-/,;{’Mf»:-. /
lately had a very severe fever, but the Lord has restored | & ‘%’}ff’; - 5
his health. . .. Mary [will marry] Mr. Sanson. . .. He has ' :

studied medicine [and] is now employed under Gov’t and receives a very good salary. . .. It is likely [they]
will be permanently in Manchuria and . . . enjoy the privilege of the new missionary society. . .. We have
just commenced a mission among a new tribe of people [who are] apparently prepared of the Lord to
receive the gospel. . ..

“I'am far from being disgusted with living in India (actually still Burma at the time] that | inadvertently drop
a tear when thinking that | shall bed adieu to find a home across the wide Atlantic, and yet | cannot but
rejoice to look forward to [our] happy meeting . . . after so long a separation. . .. Our dear friends [here]
are quite well Cornelia is making good progress in her studies, Matilda is as fat as a little pig, and beginning
to learn her ABCc. . .. | study every day. Babbis geography, Russet’s Modern Europe, and Corbusses
Arithmatic, [and willl commence the study of Latin. We lately had a visit from Mr. & Mrs. Wilson,
missionaries located at Burna,[but] it has been a very long time since we heard from Madras. . ..”

Scarce. At the time of listing, there is nothing similar for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub shows
no similar letter have appeared at auction. OCLC identifies only two much later letters sent to Burmese
missionaries, which are held by the University of Wisconsin.
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7. [EDUCATION — COLLEGE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION — MISSIONARIES] [TRAVEL — CEYLON] [WOMEN &
GIRLS]

1842 - Missionary letter from the founder of the Uduvil Female Central School in Ceylon

This four-page stampless, folded letter measures approximately
10.5” x 8” unfolded. It is datelined “Oodooville Nov 11 1842” and
was sent by Levi Spaulding at the American Ceylon Mission to the S i e Y
Richard Salter Storrs at Braintree, Massachusetts. As the letter was A g ;

favor-carried to Boston, it bears no postal markings save a “6” cent
manuscript rate mark when it was placed in the mail for forwarding = \

. . . . . Tee: & L cZlosy 7
to Braintree. In nice shape. A transcript will be provided. .. »,,',,A.ﬁ_/x;,z,j

In it, Spaulding, the supervisor of the mission and founder of all-
girl, residential “Missionary Seminary and Female Central School”
describes his life in Ceylon (today, Sri Lanka). It reads in part:

“’Great effects from little causes.’ . .. we are steady as stations are
& as moderate as could be desired. . .. | find great delight to work.
... My daily load . . . commences with the first bell for prayers at
daybreak (about 5) — as soon as we can see to read the second
bell rings. Soon after prayers . .. a cup of weak coffee after which
| arrange work . . . of the day. At 7 % family devotions [then]
breakfast writing notes [until] | commence the principal work of
the day [which] continues until four. | then [do some writing or] VSN <
listening to some Tamil book read by one of the children. . .. Tea comes [before]] family devotions. | [meet
with] 300 children . .. in a sort of Sunday school [before preaching] before a congregation of 450 [and]
the 100 girls in our boarding school. . .. Miss A. and Miss S. manage the boarding department, wardrobe
and education . . . their service is a delightful one. They work hard and their health is very good. . .. | wish
you & you people remember us in your prayers. . .. You mention about sending me books — | have no
time to read [and] almost never get time to look even at a paper. . .."
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Levi Spaulding was an American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission missionary who had
graduated from Dartmouth College and the Andover Theological Seminary. He arrived in Jaffna, Ceylon, in
1820 and spent much of his 54-year career at Oodooville (also Uduville or Uduvil) supervising the mission’s
church and school, while providing evangelistic work in native villages. He also published a Tamal
dictionary and an English-Tamil dictionary.

Spaulding’s girls’ school was established in a mission that had been abandoned by Portuguese Franciscans.
Originally a day-school, he turned it into a boarding seminary in 1824. Today, it is known as the Uduvil
Girls’ College and continues to serve as an important girls’ institution. Today run by Sri Lankans, the school
consists of primary, secondary, and “further education” divisions as well as a business school.

(For more information, see Howland and Herrick’s “Historical Sketch of the Ceylon Mission” and “Crisis At
Uduvil Girls College, Jaffna” at the Colombo Telegraph website, and Woods’s Memoirs of American
Missionaries, formerly connected with the Society of Inquire Respecting Missions, in the Andover
Theological Seminary, all available online.)

Scarce. At the time of listing, no original source material regarding Spaulding , the American Ceylon
Mission, or his Uduvil girls’ school is for sale in the trade. Neither has any appeared at auction per the Rare
Book Hub. OCLC shows the records of the American Ceylon Mission Seminary are held at Yale.
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8. [EDUCATION — COMMON SCHOOLS]

1849 — Certification of a rural lllinois common school in Kane County by the School Directors

This three-page common school certification, which was required

for the school teacher to be paid by the county, measures 15.5” x ot o pnlims
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“I certify that the foregoing schedule of scholars attending my
school and residing as therin named and specified to the best of = “=
my knowledge is correct that it was a school for the purpose of ‘ il o /(4/,
teaching various branches of an English education and that the g
common medium of communication was the English language.”

P2

The first page cover letter, signed pg-‘\
. LSRR Sehidi a commos ihont é/f
by the s.chool directors, Albro (i LA e g o
(sp?) Gilbert and Marshall =} SRR snhedaly
Sherman, additionally states that

“We have carefully examined %4 «o- ‘
the foregoing schedule and find
the same to be correct that the
scholars named therein were at = =% /
the date of their attendance 2% o
residents of district No five ... }

and that there is due the said H.
Roys for instructing the scholars therein named at the time therein mentioned the sum of fifteen dollars

70 cts. We also certify that the said teacher exhibited to us a legal certificate of qualification and good
moral character before he was employed to teach. . ..
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Township records show that these students would have resided in Rutland and Dundee Townships, just
north of city of Elgin and northwest of Chicago.

At the time of this certification, the common school movement, founded by Horace Mann in 1837, was in
full swing. These schools, often established in rural areas, were designed to provide a universal, non-
sectarian, and publicly funded education to all children, regardless of their social class or background.
They were supported by local taxes rather than private tuition or charitable donations. Secondary
institutions, their curricula focused on “the three Rs” (reading, writing, and arithmetic) plus history,
geography and moral instructions. The insistence upon competent instructors gave rise to the creation of
“normal schools,” collegiate-level professional teacher training programs.

Scarce. At the time of listing, no similar certificates are for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub
identifies none as having appeared at auction. OCLC shows two “common school” teacher certificates are
held by institutions although no similar school certifications are identified in any institutional collections.
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9. [BUSINESS — BOOKSELLING] [PHILATELY] [TRANSPOSTATION — RAILROADS]

1849 — Shipping document and purchase inquiry from a prominent, but rather infamous Navy Chaplain
at Sing Sing, New York, regarding a shipment of books he wished to sell to a Philadelphia bookselling
firm which in several years’ time would become a major publishing house

This one-page folded shipping notice dated July 23/24,

UNION TRANSPORTATION LINE

” ” A BETWEEN NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA,
1849, measures 15” x 9.5” unfolded. It documents the Ee 1A CAMDEN SAMDOY AL KO ACROSS N Sy
transport of books, by the Union Transportation Line, ¥ »
from Edward C Bittinger of Sing Sing, New York to the 0 N vl U] i—)mm

™ U Received from 4 Dok
Philadelphia bookselling firm of Daniels & Smith. The // \ TR (/’7{’*"' .
. . . . L e L AR 7
pre-printed form contains vignettes of a steamship and Z

§ z 7
railroad train and the notation, “Via Camden & Amboy 7~ ?7 : ‘}. H
Rail Road Across New Jersey.” It was mailed the following bl //g}&d ! % “
day and bears a circular Sing Sing postmark. In nice shape 14 AS%W.&M !
e : : ‘ :“*"Tf’; Crnbw a4t AAR G,
Bittinger included a manuscript paragraph on the form e i 7% o
that reads in part: ' . ,}.. O
“| wish you to inform me by mail of the arrival of the | w4 AR TE
books & what you will allow me for them in other books |~ R xwmmﬂ¢%w
. . Serad /d:, Wmt Uik ekl > .,/ka
which you may have for sale in your bookstore, and by Y DESY T 41%,,%,%/,,% vi e
so doing you will oblige me.” | rria i, dveds by i Aviey T Uil STE S s
T | 3 Hywpiont,
D.ocketlng indicates Bittinger was likely able to exchange @,&h bnnicg i .G Toklisiger
his books for $1,200. YR RPN
Ahria

Bittinger, a Presbyterian minister, was about to embark

on a prominent career as a U. S. Navy chaplain, a position in which he served for the next 43 years. His
service included two tours at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and afloat service in the frigates Susquehanna
and Macedonian, as well as the USS Delaware, flagship of the Pacific Squadron. Stubborn and self-
centered, he was noted for wearing a uniform sword with his uniform (something not done by chaplains)
which he would brandish during arguments. During his most important assignment, serving in Commodore
Perry’s inaugural voyages to Japan, Bittinger created an international incident when he ignored Japan’s
laws and disobeyed Japanese officials to travel outside of the port into the city of Tokyo where he coerced
a shopkeeper to trade Japanese coins for his American pocket change. Perry, himself, became engaged in
resolving the issue, and Bittinger was forced to return his souvenirs.

Daniels & Smith ran into financial difficulties and sold their firm to their attorney’s son-in-law, Robert E.
Peterson, who took on a partner, George C. Childs, in 1851, transitioning the company into an important
publishing house. Childs, who had a flair for marketing, invented the use of “blurb” endorsements by
famous people as well “book tours.” After Peterson retired in 1858, Childs purchased the money-losing
newspaper, the Philadelphia Public Ledger, and turned it into one of the most widely-read journals in the
country. By 1866, it was generating annual profits of over $500,000. Childs was a generous philanthropist
and funded a number of Philadelphia projects. He also served as a President of Drexel University’s Board
of Trustees and a member of both the American Antiquarian and American Philosophical Societies.

(For more information, see The History of the [Navy] Chaplain’s Corps, Part I, Necrological reports and
annual proceedings of the [Princeton Theological Seminary] Alumni Association: 1875-1932, “Peterson,
Henry [and George]” in Jordan’s Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania Biography, and “Childs, George William” in
the 1911 edition of the Encyclopedia Britanica, all available on line.)
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10. [BUSINESS — INTERNATIONAL & LUMBER] [CONSULS — BRAZIL] [GOLD RUSH] [PHILATELY]
[TRANSPORTATION — CAMELS]

1850 — Letter from a San Francisco Gold Rush entrepreneur, who later sold camels to western express
companies, regarding disputed customers certification of a Brazilian lumber shipment

oy i s St

This one-page stampless folded letter, measuring 17”x10”
unfolded, is datelined “San Francisco, May 31. 1850.” It was
sent by Esche, Wapler & Company to the “Collector of the : o A e
Port of Bath / State of Maine.” It bears a circular red “San
Francisco / 40” postmark along with a manuscript “Paid”
annotation. “P Steamer Oregon” is written in the upper left
corner. In nice shape.

In this letter, the company informs the Bath Port Collector
that a ship loaded with his cargo was being held in the San
Francisco harbor due to an insufficient Customs House
certificate despite having a certificate from the American
Consul in Rio de Janeiro. It reads in part:

“The consignees of the Austrian Brig Lessa Faribrea (sp?) . . et e e R R o
. hereby inform you, that in the hold of this vessel were : ' : e V)
shipped in the month of January last by Messers Carlos e
Aurnheimer & Co. of Rio de Janeiro a part of the cargo, viz.

110,394 superficial feet of American rough pine lumber, from board of the American Brig or Schooner H.
W. Moncure . . . at that time in the port of Rio de Janeiro.

“For saving the duty on this lumber, we got furnished with a certificate of the above shipment from the
United States Consul in Rio de Janeiro, but this certificate being declared by the Custom-house of San
Francisco as not sufficient, you will please to forward us as soon as possible the necessary document
about the shipment and time of shipment of a cargo of American lumber on board the H. W. Moncure,
from your Port to that of Rio de Janeiro.

“The certificate of Rio de Janeiro being written rather unintelligible, it is possible, that our manner of
writing the name of the H. W. Moncur and her Master might be not a quite correct one. . .”

Otto Esche also imported camels for sale to western express companies for use in Nevada and Utah. The
idea came to Esche after he discovered that each could easily carry 1,000-pounds. Salt, which was
necessary to refine gold ore, was transported in enormous quantities across the western deserts by mules,
which could carry no more than 400 pounds a piece. At the time, desert freight costs amounted to $120
per pound, and Esche saw an opportunity to make a fortune. He traveled to Asia and purchased 31 camels
to be shipped to San Francisco. Although only 15 arrived safely at their Siberian shipping port, all of those
survived the sea voyage to California. Despite creating a sensation, only two sold at auction, both at a
price far below their cost. Undeterred, Esche put together another herd of 60of which only 30 survived
the journey, In San Francisco, the camels were purchased by two middlemen, Julius Bandmann and John
Callbreath, who took the animals over the mountains and sold them to express companies in Nevada and
British Columbia. The camels reproduced and eventually were used to transport goods as far south as
Arizona. They were despised by mule-using express companies, who eventually convinced the Nevada
legislature to prohibit their use.

(For more information, see Hall-Patton’s “Hump Days” at the Desert Companion website.)
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11. [ADVERTISING — BROADSIDES] [BUSINESS — HATS] [PHILATELY]

1851 — An impressive multicolor two-page broadsheet for one of the preeminent hat companies in New
York

This two-page advertising
broadsheet measures 17”
x 10.5” unfolded. It was
sent from the Swift,
Hurlbut, & Company at
207 Pearl Street in New
York City to Joseph A.
Johnson , a Madisonville,
Tennessee merchant. It
bears a circular red New
York “Paid” postmark and
an additional manuscript
“paid” annotation. In nice
shape.

The front of the
broadsheet, printed on
blue paper, features a
2.75" x 4.25” sepia
illustration of the
company'’s four-story New
York City storefront with
red and black text in a
variety of fonts and sizes.

The inside page advertises
Buffalo Robes and various
types of hats including
Broad Brim, Angola,
California Fur, Hungarian
Fur, Jenny Lind, Kossuth,
Negro Wool, Silk Plush,
Glazed Silk, Oiled Silk,
Glazed Lawn, Panama,
Leghorn, and Palm Leaf.

Scarce, while the company is referenced in several newspaper advertisements and listed in a Smithsonian
list of New York merchants, this appears to be the only surviving broadside. None are for sale in the trade.
The Rare Book Hub shows none have appeared at auction, and OCLC shows none are held in institutional
collections.

An impressive early multi-color mail marking broadsheet circular.
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12. [CRIME — SHOOTING A POLICEMAN]

1855 — Sworn testimony from a county officer with regard to a burglar’s shooting of a police officer

during the course of his crime

This two-page sworn statement
records the testimony of Henry A.
Byrd, a detective or officer,
regarding the wounding of
another officer by a criminal,
Calvin Lewis, who fired upon them
while attempting to steal a “box”
that had been brought to the
Richmond County Georgia city
hall from a local railroad depot.
The statement is dated January
24, 1855. In nice shape.

Byrd’s statement reads in part:

“I was sent for by Mr Harbin
yesterday evening. In company
with Mr King & Mr Jones. We
concealed ourselves in the city
hall passage to watch a box said
to be brought from the Georgia
Railroad Depo our instruction
was if any person come to take
the box away, arrest him.

When Lewis got to the box he lit
a match. . .. Lewis then took hold
of the box and moved it. . .. As
we rose we made some noise
Lewis then fired a pistol . .. | then
drew my pistol and busted a cap.
Lewis then fired at us a second
time. Jones then fired a pistol at
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him. . .. Lewis then made the way out of the front door of city hall . . . and made his way down Green
Street . . . then turned into Center Street [with] Jones, King, and myself pursuing him. Lewis shot King
through the arm . . . and he was arrested in Delaigh’s woods. . .."

Docketing reads, “Testimony of Henry A. Byrd.”

Lewis was apparently convicted of the crime as a follow-on message in 19 February 1856 issue of the
Milledgeville Federal Union newspaper reports that had escaped from “the Penitentiary in Milledgeville,
Ga.” and a $50 reward would be paid for “his arrest and confinement in any safe jail. . ..”

Apparently, there is no information about this crime other than the Federal Union article.
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13. [TRANSPORTATION — RAILROADS] [PHILATELY] [TEXANA]

1857 - Notice from the Southern Pacific Railroad [also known as the Texas Western Railroad, the
Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad, and the Texas and Pacific Railway] informing shareholders that an
installment payment was coming due

This printed circular is titled “Transfer Office of
the Southern Pacific Rail-Road Company / No.
54 Wall-Street / New York, May 30, 1857.” Itis
addressed to W. P. Mehville Wilne, Esq. of TITE o o (e S e
Sandusky, Ohio, and franked with an i T o

imperforate Franklin stamp (Scott #9) canceled
by a black, circular New York postmark. In nice
shape with a tiny bit of soiling to the edges.

The notice reads in part:

“An installment of fifty cents a share will
become due and payable on the three
percent. Stock held by you in the Company,
on the first Monday of July next. . .. Stock on
which said instalment shall not be paid, will
be sold at auction, in conformity with . . . the
Charter. . ..

“About sixteen miles of our ‘Road’ are now
graded and nearly furnished with cross-ties —
twenty-four hundred and seventy-eight tons
of rail-road iron have been bought and paid
for, and sent up Red River” — sufficient to
finish twenty-five miles of road.”

The Southern Pacific Rail-Road referenced in this document is not the much more famous transcontinental
route. This railroad was founded on 16 February 1852, officially as the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad
although throughout the document it was referred to as the Texas Western Railroad. It was later bought
by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad for $600,000. It was later acquired by Texas interests and its named
officially changed to the Southern Pacific Railroad, the predecessor of the Texas and Pacific Railway. It was
never associated with the later and more famous transcontinental Southern Pacific.

During 1857, the railroad laid 23 miles of track between Marshall and Swanson’s Landing on Caddo Creek.
During the Civil War, the line was connected to Shreveport, Louisiana. In 1872, it was sold to the Texas
Pacific Railroad Company, which in 1976 merged with the Missouri Pacific Railroad.

(For more information, see Werner’s “History of the Texas Western Railroad Companies,” and “History of
the Texas and Pacific Railway Company” both at the Texas State Historical Association website.)

Scarce. At the time of listing no other documents from this Southern Pacific Railroad are for sale in the
trade. Although no other 1857 circulars documenting the construction of the first 16 miles of its track have
been sold at auction, other materials related to it have. OCLC shows no materials related to this Southern
Pacific Railroad are held by institutions, however, it is possible there may some within the Texas & Pacific
Railway Collection at the University of North Texas.

#10681 $300


https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010681/southern-pacific-rail-road-company/1857-notice-from-the-southern-pacific-railroad-also-known-as-the-texas-western-railroad-the
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010681/southern-pacific-rail-road-company/1857-notice-from-the-southern-pacific-railroad-also-known-as-the-texas-western-railroad-the
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010681/southern-pacific-rail-road-company/1857-notice-from-the-southern-pacific-railroad-also-known-as-the-texas-western-railroad-the
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010681/southern-pacific-rail-road-company/1857-notice-from-the-southern-pacific-railroad-also-known-as-the-texas-western-railroad-the
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010681/southern-pacific-rail-road-company/1857-notice-from-the-southern-pacific-railroad-also-known-as-the-texas-western-railroad-the

14. [HOLIDAYS — ST. VALENTINE’S DAY] [MILITARY - CIVIL WAR]

Circa 1861 — The most famous Valentine’s Day card of the Civil War

Approximately 5” x 7"
Often referred to as “The
Soldier’s Farewell.”
Includes both the card
and mailing envelope.
Unidentified publisher.

The embossed, scallop-
edged card features a
colorful flag-draped tent
with movable flaps. The
flaps open to reveal a
soldier writing a letter to
his sweetheart at home. A
colorful motto label is
affixed below the tent. It
reads:

True Joy.
My heart’s not lightest,
In hours of glee ---
My thoughts are brightest,
When thinking of thee.

The mailing envelope features an all-over design in
orange-brown showing a soldier embracing his
sweetheart on the left and cupid writing at a stand-up
desk on the right.

Both card and cover are unused. The card is clean with
some light toning, minor edge wear, and one light dot
of foxing. The envelope has some light soiling and is
missing part of the back flaps.

Identified as "Extremely Rare" in Walcott (see number
2380). At the time of listing, no others are for sale in
the trade. Only five examples have been sold at
auctions per the Rare Book Hub and the Stamp Auction Network. OCLC shows none are held by
institutions, however the Huntington and the American Antiquarian Society both hold examples.
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15. [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR] [VIRGINIANA]

1862 — Adversity letter from a Confederate soldier to daughter written on the back of Commission
Merchant form

This two-page letter was written by J. J. Barnes to “Babie” on the reverse of T, e i //.'/;/7./

a blank form that announced the dissolution of a Richmond commission Ceeo Jianse:

merchant. It is datelined, “Richmond March 215 / 1862”. (Babie is identified = 7% tw 1/ funrs /00

in the only other letter known to have been written by Barnes as his //

daughter.) In nice shape with some beginning splits upon mailing folds and S’Lf./
two marginal chips that have no impact upon its readability. A full transcript = ¢ ~ e (, % /’A/

2

will be provided. /// o e 5 A VW for
i v
i ite 1 o frsnth 5ted T7 77T
The letter reads in part: WG ol sha 7 Tt
Seret “ ‘/(“.l Ene /

. have not heard from you since your letter on your arrival at Danville. 4 i e cefsch Lop
| have taken cold in camp and have been quite sick for 5 or 6 days and am
not any better yet. . .. As soon as | am able to travel on the cars, , , to see

yeecetic

Yory) Dalo ad Lerare ///“

1D CH e Shrerze / Yiea Jreed

you. . .. Since | have been sick, our company has disbanded and the most /1:7 s v /)w/ “’///

l//t /n/ ‘i'v/

of them gone home. | was sorry but could not help it so many of them
getting exempt on account of being a widow’s overseer and about
20 sick ones in camp. . .. Paper is scarce. As you can see | am writing
on an old circular. Write as soon as you get this. Direct to Richmond.”

Online genealogical records identify Barnes as a member of the 14™
Virginia Cavalry Battalion (a partisan unit known as the Chesapeake or 0 )
Burrough’s Battalion). Although he is not identified as an officer, 3
Barnes’s ability to depart camp when sick and the chagrin he feels
over not preventing members of his unit from obtaining “widow’s
overseer” exemptions suggest that he may have been a company

Commander. - : Aefg oy e (‘M & o
The battalion fought in the Seven Days Battles, including the final SR 1% %L , : 53
offensive at Malvern Hill on July 1%, 1862. Subsequently, the battalion srehvn M

was combined with the 15" Virginia Cavalry Battalion to become the

15" Virginia Cavalry Regiment, which fought throughout the war and

participated in the battles of 2" Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Brandy Station,
Gettysburg, Petersburg, and Appomattox.

The Union blockade of Southern ports created a shortage of paper. As a result, at times civilians and
soldiers alike were forced to use unusual sources, both as letter paper and mailing envelopes, including
wallpaper and old ledger sheets. In this case, Barnes used an old circular reporting the closure of William
B. Green’s Commission Merchant Business in 1861.

Scarce. At the time of listing, no original source 14" or 15 Virginia Cavalry Battalion materials are for sale
in the trade. Neither have any appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. Although OCLC also shows no
original material from these units, the University of Virginia holds a paper titled, “"A Confederate
Cavalryman at War: The Diary of Sergeant Jasper Hawse of the 14th Regiment Virginia Militia, the 17th
Virginia Cavalry Battalion, and the 11th Virginia Cavalry" edited by Patrick A. Bowmaster.

A nice example of an adversity letter from a member of a partisan cavalry battalion.

#10683 SOLD



16. [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR] [VIRGINIANA]

1862 — Letter from a Maine private describing the killing of a Virginia civilian and his hospitalization in
the aftermath of the battle that saved Richmond and resulted in President Lincoln firing General
McClellan

This four-page letter is datelined “Leesburg Va. Nov 5/62. It was written
by Private George W. Doughty of the 17™" Maine Infantry to his brother

7 3 7 - . /L
at home. No mailing envelope. In nice shape. b ‘Zw/’;y /// S 3762
fa /] :( i
This letter reads in part: el o / 3
c wher
“ am here in the hospital, or in a church used as a hospital. .. | have ~ ** » S &' ‘/"’
been out this morning and traveled around two hours. . .. There is any ehi ,,/ ' ,,,/ wr a Mo fulal
quantity of secesh here. . .. The men are most all in the rebel army. ’/ froce /// /"'/, /‘ ‘ )//'/”
v ik 12 14 G a1t Yhem rere
There is a hospital full of sick rebel soldiers here [and] metoneonthe 4 L.L 4l Lt this i ,,,;7
sidewalk and he said good morning as polite as could be. . .. The  wf /,, "// R
. ap e ///u / //// //I /1’/ N/
regiment was marched Sunday and where it is gone | dont know, but | /"7, /., / L AT

think I shall be able to go on after it in a few days. One rebel [was] shot © ey //,,,, eledy ol of 1, de

i H : ) / / Gt //u/ exehf ///
just out of town. As our brigade teams were passing along the road he T oot Do ///// 5 A

came out from his house with his rifle in hand and aimed at one of the o // ,,,, ,/// // // S
men and snapped his rifle and it did not go, and one of the guards with ’I”:”/("’f /;,’,,/,{/:,,’,’, o /”
the teams put a ball right through him, and served him right. They are / pessrdl S i o /'.///m
doing big business out here fighting now . . . driving the rebels toward bt foom wiliés in M village
Richmond and following them up as fast as they can. There is four or

five hundred thousand men up here now, moving toward Richmond as fast as they can. Burnside crossed
the river with his army this week and it only took them two days and a half to get across that was quite
a string of men wasnt it. | think they will whip the rebels all out. . .. They fought from last friday to
monday night and only lost about 30 men on our side, but our folks were driving them all the time. . .. |

have heard no firing today, but perhaps they have got so far off that we cannot hearit. . .. “

Doughty and the 17" Maine were actually in Unison, Virginia, when he wrote this letter. Surprisingly, he
doesn’t mention the battle that had taken place there just days before. Pressed by President Lincoln,
General McClellan had finally moved south to split General Lee’s force from Richmond following the Battle
of Antietam, and on 1 November, the vanguard of his army, approached the town of Unison, where they
all but stumbled upon the 3™ and 9% Virginia Infantry. Both sides deployed for action and skirmished over
the next three days, until the Confederates rejoined Lee’s army,which was moving south toward Richmond.

Despite Doghty’s insistence that McClellan “moving toward Richmond as fast as” he could, he did not;
hence “no fighting today.” Once more McClellan had dawdled, and Lincoln was livid that his indecisiveness
allowed Lee to slip through the Union’s fingers and save Richmond. On the day Doughty wrote this letter,
Lincoln could stand it no longer; he relieved McClellan, replacing him with General Burnside.

Union soldiers requiring hospitalization, like Doughty, were treated at the city’s Methodist Church, and
just as he described, Confederates were hospitalized at the Keen House across the street.

(For more information, see “The Forgotten Battle of Unison at the Unison Preservation Society” website.)

Quite scarce. At the time of the listing nothing related to the Battle of Unison is for sale in the trade. The
Rare Book Hub shows nothing related to it has appeared at auction, and OCLC shows nothing held in
institutional collections

#10684 SOLD



17. [FOOD — SHORTAGES} [CRIME — RIOTING] [MILITARY — CIVIL WAR] [VIRGINIANIA] [WOMEN &
GIRLS]

1863 — Letter from a North Carolina soldier describing Richmond’s infamous Women's Bread Riot of 1863

=

This four-page letter from a Confederate soldier, J. F. McDon (John F. sy W A8
McDonald) to his cousin, John McDonald, in Carthage, North Carolinais = = . = aa
datelined “Camp Gregg / Near Fredericksburg Va / April 21% 1863. Itis | ¢ s TN
enclosed in its original mailing envelope with an indistinct Virginia

postmark; the stamp is missing. In nice shape.

Although McDonald includes information about camp life, the letter’s
import is that it is apparently one of only two extant contemporary
manuscript descriptions of the infamous Richmond Women’s Bread Riot.

“The women had a hell of a time in Richmond about two weekes ago,
there was about three thousand of them turned out there in one day and
turned in to robing and plundering all they could they went in to stores
and took such as they wanted. Their excuse was at first to get something
to eat, but they took eatebles with dry goods and jewely &c ... butlam
happy to stat that were not wives of soldiers. They were the wives of
foriners who ran off and went claimed forin protection. The city guard was called out to quell the fray.
The Mayor gave them thirty minutes to disperse in which time they dispersed.”

MdDonald’s account of the riot closely matches newspaper reports and court records of the day.

The Richmond Bread Riot of 2 April 1863, was, arguably, one of the largest and most destructive civil
disturbances that occurred in the South. The Confederate economy was seriously strained, and its
Congress had just passed an act authorizing the seizure of private food stocks to feed the army. Hoarding
and speculation ran rampant and inflation approached 700%. Three women, Mary Jackson, a
streetmarket huckster, Minerva Meredith, a prostitute, and Barbara Idoll, a German immigrant tentmaker
successfully rallied the wives of Tredegar iron workers and other ordnance firms. As many as 700 women
gathered at the Washington equestrian statue and demanded Virginia Governor John L. Letcher, address
their needs. When Lechter dismissed their complaints, the women, many armed with bowie knives,
hatchets, and pistols, marched through the streets attacking the stores and warehouses, not just food, but
looting other goods, including clothing and jewelry. Actual injuries were few, although at least one person
was shot and the fingers were chopped off another. Lechter and President Davis addressed the rioters,
and Mayor Joseph Mayo finally quelled the looters by deploying the City Guard, which he ordered to fire
upon the women if they did not disperse. Contemporary sources reported that many of the participants
were “Free Negros” and Irish and German immigrants, although revisionist historians have dismissed these
claims suggesting that they were exaggerations to protect the honor of white Southern women.

McDonald enlisted in the 33" North Carolina Infantry as the First Sergeant of G Company in 1861 and was
commissioned as a Lieutenant in 1863.

(For more information, see Titus’s The Richmond Bread Riot of 1863: Class, Race, and Gender in the Urban
Confederacy, DeCredico’s “Richmond Bread Riot” at Virginia Encyclopedia, and online genealogical entries
related to MacDonald.)

Scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, nothing has appeared at auction per
the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows only one similar account, which is held by the Virginia Historical Society.

#10685 SOLD



18. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA — CONTRABAND] [MILITARY - CIVIL WAR] [HOLIDAYS — CHRISTMAS]

[HUMOR — SATIRE] [RELIGION — ISLAM] [VIRGINIANA]

1864 — A New York soldier sarcastically describes life at Camp Wadsworth, which was a contraband

holding encampment located in Fairfax, Virginia

During the early years of the Civil War, hordes of enslaved
people from Northern Virginia escaped to the District of
Columbia, becoming known as contraband. In order to
provide a place these refuges could be cared for and
controlled, D. B. Nichols, the Superintendent of
Freedman, determined to relocate as many as possible on
secessionist property outside of the city. To that end he
seized two farms in Fairfax County whose owners had
joined the Confederate military. Camp Wadsworth was
established on 194 acres of property taken from Captain
James W. Cooke, who had become a Confederate naval
officer, and Lewis Means. The author of this letter, George
E. Remore, was a member of the 153rd New York Infantry,
which was assigned to guard and police duty in D.C. and
Alexandria at the time.

Remore’s sarcastic letter is datelined “Camp Wadsworth
Dec. 28th 64” and begins with a description of leave he had
recently enjoyed:

“I went to Massachusetts the state as near as | can find out
is inhabited by girls it reminded me of Mohamet's
description of heaven with the exception that houris are
not supposed to indulge in crinoline but Mohamet was
behind the times when he wrote and has probably before
this introduce that useful article into paradise. . ..”

Lo W athe0 ol Due b
(}‘T\x\\d\ N\ ag
T Dooeon s
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However, he saves most of his sarcasm for his description of Camp Wadsworth” Christmas celebration.

“Camp Wadsworth still sustains its position among the nations of earth game is abundant Peacock’s disport
their brilliant plumage by the side of living waters they are hunted vigorously we had a splendid time
Christmas and had a dinner in out Plowmans quarters where the tables groaned under their burden of luxurys
from the four quarters of the earth and in the evening the band enjoyed the hospitality of my parler we had

a splendid time amid the crash of music the gush of song and the splash of sparkling . . .

the night wore on

apace and grew into the wee small hours before we thought of parting we shall long remember the Christmas

of 1864 as one of the green oasis’s in the desert of life. . ..”

(For more information, see “Camp Wadsworth” at the Fairfax County African American History Inventory
website, and “153rd Regiment, New York Infantry” at the National Park Service website.)

Scarce. At the time of listing, no other “Camp Wadsworth” material is for sale in the trade and none has
appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. OCLC. OCLC shows none are held in institutional collections.
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19. [ALCOHOL - TEMPERANCE] [LAW — PROHIBITION] [PHILATELY]

1866 — Printed notice of the appointment of a Liquor Agent authorized to sell “spirituous and
intoxicating liquors” under the state’s “Act for the Suppression of Intemperance”

This printed one-page circular is datelined “The State of
New-Hampshire / Executive Department, Concord, Aug. 2,
1866.” It is signed in print by Frederick Smyth and John I.
Baker and bears the state seal in the upper left. It is enclosed
in its original mailing envelope, also displaying the state seal.
It is addressed to the “Selectmen / Syracuse / N.H.” and has £ et
a manuscript annotation that reads, “Liquor Agt”. It bears a THE STATE OF NDW HAMPSHIRE.

2-cent Jackson stamp (Scott #72) canceled with a concentric- : S ond ey s
ring handstamp and an indistinct handstamp. In nice shape.

@he State of Rei-Dampshive,

The circular reads in part:

“To the Agents of the several towns and cities in the State
of New-Hampshire, appointed to sell spirituous and
intoxicating liquors, under the act entitled An act for the
suppression of intemperance, approved July 14, 1855.
Notice is here by given that the Governor . . . has
contracted with Hon. John |. Baker, of Boston,
Massachusetts, commissioner for the purchase and sale of
liguors under the laws of that State, to furnish the liquor
agents of the several towns and cites of this State with pure g
and unadulterated spirituous and intoxicating liquors.” RN

G O N TRIR AV,
ie of the St New-Ham p

The act’s text, as amended in 1858, as well as of the state’s contract with Baker, is printed in the notice.

Liquor prohibition a political issue in the 1830s as an issue closely associated with abolition, women’s
suffrage, and opposition to Catholic immigration. In time, it became politically well-supported and
prohibitory laws were passed in the neighboring states of Maine in 1851, Massachusetts, Rhode Island
and Vermont in 1852, and Connecticut in 1854. However, prohibition was detested by many, probably
most, of the citizens.

In June of 1855, even before the act officially became law, citizens in Portland rioted in opposition and
attempted to destroy $1,600 of whisky secretly bought by the town’s mayor (some say mistakenly). The
mayor, in turn, called out the city guard, who fired upon the rioters, killing one and wounding another.
Almost immediately, the state and local governments began to implement work-arounds that watered
down the law, which its supporters decried as only “Semi-Prohibition.” Neither the production nor the
consumption of liquor was forbidden, only its sale. And State liguor commissioners were appointed to
authorize its sale of liquor by druggists and by “agents” for medicinal, mechanical and manufacturing
purposes.

In fact, the law was never truly enforced. The measure was used to control the sale of alcohol and prevent
the most unsavory gin mills, not to eliminate its use. Local sheriffs and agents only periodically raided
saloons, and only small fines were imposed.

Scarce, at the time of listing, no similar circulars or for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows none
have appeared at auction, and OCLC shows none are held in institutional collections.

#10687 SOLD



20. [BUSINESS — BOARDING HOUSES] [POVERTY — DESTITUTION] [WOMEN & GIRLS]

1866 — A fascinating solicitation from a Liverpool merchant seeking funds to purchase a boarding house
so the destitute widow of a former New York City associate could support her family

This one-page printed solicitation was privately sent by Jas. Moore
of Liverpool on October 15™, 1866, to George Rogers of Lee, Kent (a
small parish southeast of London). In nice shape.

The notice reads::

“A Lady, the Widow of a New York Merchant, is obliged to make her
destitution known, in the earnest hope that it may attract the
notice of the benevolent public and so enable her to maintain
herself and her three children.

“Her case is now very deplorable. The particulars of which are
known to Mr. Jas. Moore, Fenwick Chambers, Liverpool, who has
been acquainted with the Lady more than fifty years, and by whom
all contributions will be most thankfully and gratefully received.

“The desired object is to raise a sum sufficient to take a Hour for
Borders or pupils for which she is so well qualified; an arrangement
that would enable her to educate her two daughters and afford a
mother’s home for son, who through the kindness of a friend has
just obtained a mercantile situation in London, whilst he is a boy of
such promise as gives good hope for his being able to support his
widowed mother not long since.”

At the time, running a boarding house was one of the few reputable occupations open to women of
"reduced circumstances.” Many widows transformed their family homes into boarding houses. In large
cities, they could earn very comfortable livings, up $500 per year ($125,000 today). However, widows
without homes might face serious financial hurdles. Suitable houses might cost $9,000 ($2 million today).

In 1870, it was difficult, but far from impossible, for a widow to obtain a bank loan. As femmes soles, they
were considered separate legal entities and not bound by the legal and fiscal constraints as married
women, and able to own property and manage their own finances.

In this instance, the widow in question likely had some support in New York from friends and old relatives,
and even if Moore could not the raise funds for her to purchase a boarding house outright, she probably
would have been able to secure a loan, as cosignatory lending was a common practice in the 19th-century
United States and loans were often based on personal trust and community relationships.

(For more formation see, Staton’s “Back in the day, boarding houses offered low-income rentals in
Wilmington” in the Wilmington Star News (6 June 24), Koontz’s “In the aftermath of the Civil War,
Hagerstown's Miller House became a symbol of change” in the Hagerstown Harold-Mail (11 May 25),
Whiteacre’s “Behind the Doors, Up the Stairs, on Seventh Street West” at the National Museum of Civil
War Medicine, and Sabatier’s “When Could Women Open a Bank Account?” at BankBonus.com.)

Scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sail in the trade or has appeared at auction per the Rare
Book Hub, or in an institutional collections per OCLC, however a woman’s boarding house ledger is held
by the Indiana Historical Society.

#10688 $250
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21. [HUMOR - SALT RIVER TICKET] [POLITICS - NATIONAL] [RECONSTRUCTION] [SLAVERY]

1874 - Salt River Ticket ridiculing the Radical Republicans’ crushing defeat in the 1874 elections

This Salt River Ticket ridicules the
loss of the House of
Representatives by the Radical
Republicans (often referred to as .HO i FOI‘ Sait RiV@I‘ ‘
“Black Republicans” in 1874. It
measures 5.75” X 4",
Unidentified publisher.

This ticket has pirated the
illustration from a famous Union
patriotic envelope used to taunt
the South during the Civil War as
Virginia slaves fled their
plantations in mass to seek

p . The ¢ BLAck REPUBLICANS” driven into Retirement! BougHT nominations
refuge as “contrabands” at with Brokers and Orrice HoLbErs money gone to Salt River.
Fortress Monroe under the

protection of General William
Butler’s Union troops.

In this case, the fleeing slaves represent the Radical Republicans who were almost completely turned out
of Congress in the 1874 elections. The Radical Republicans began losing their power in the early 1870s as
many voters had tired of Reconstruction politics and felt the federal government had gone as far as was
needed to help freedmen. The Radicals lost significant support during the 1872 election and were
annihilated in the 1874 mid-term elections when they lost control of the House of Representatives that
ended Republican dominance in national politics.

The text of the ticket reads:

“Ho! For Salt River! / The ‘Black Repubs’ making for the State House Row. / The ‘Black Republicans’ driven
into Retirement! Bought nominations with Brokers and Office Holders money gone to Salt River.”

Part of the cartoon speech bubble from the original illustration is visible just above the escaping slave who
is taunting his whip-bearing overseer. There are two speech balloons in the original illustration. The
overseer is shouting, “Come back you black rascal," while the escaped slave answers, “"Can't come back
nohow massa Dis chile's contraban."

In mid-19th century America, it was a popular form of political discourse for supporters of victorious
election candidates to distribute Salt River tickets ridiculing supporters of losing candidates. Defeated
candidates were said to have traveled up the “Salt River,” a real tributary of the Ohio. The term was used
from around 1830 until the 1870s to symbolize political defeat, supposedly referring to Henry Clay, the
Whig candidate in the 1832 presidential election, missing a crucial campaign rally that cost him the
election when a boatman rowed up the Salt River into Kentucky instead of continuing on the Ohio. Their
popularity faded in the mid-1870s although they were occasionally used in elections up to around 1912.

Exceptionally scarce. At the time of listing, no similar tickets are for sale in the trade. No examples of this
ticket have been sold at auctions per the Rare Book Hub and Worthpoint. OCLC and Google searches show
none are held in institutional collections.

#10689 SOLD



22, [POLITICS — PRESIDENTIAL & SUFFRAGE] [ECONOMICS — TARIFFS] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN & GIRLS]

1880 — Pro-Garfield presidential campaign flyer that demands married men consult with their “equally
interested” wives before casting their vote

This one-page presidential flyer is datelined “Brooklyn,
Oct. 29, 1880. In nice shape with mailing folds. It is
enclosed in a mailing envelope addressed to a Brooklyn Brookym, Oct. 29th, 1550,
address and bears vermillion 2-cent Jackson stamp
(Scott #193) that has been cancelled with a duplex
postmark, dated October 30%™. The reverse of the
envelope bears a hexagonal handstamp that reads,
“Riled in the Office of / U.S. Chief Supervisor / of
Elections, / Eastern District / Nov 1 1880. ... In nice
shape with mailing folds, two beginning to split.

I( ur fifty-
= United

N C‘/L///Z

Republican James A. Garfield and former General ‘\\\’ (“\J L””/L@/Q/@COJ%
Winfield Scott Hancock of the Democratic Party. In a »

hard-fought campaign mainly over issues of Civil War
loyalties, tariffs, and Chinese immigration, Garfield
narrowly won both the electoral and popular vote.

The 1880 U. S. Presidential Election was between

In this flyer, the Republican Party not only makes its
position known on tariffs but gives a nod to the ever-
increasing demand that women should have a voice in
politics. It reads in part:

“On Tuesday, November 2d. between the hours of six thirty-two A. M. and four fifty-six P. M. you will
have an opportunity of casting your vote for President of the United States.

“Before dong so, . . . consider carefully for which candidate you will deposit your ballot so as to secure
the greatest benefit for yourself and family. The Democratic platform declares for ‘a Tariff for Revenue
only’. ...

“The Republican platform declares, ‘We reaffirm the belief . . . that duties levied for the purpose of
revenue should so discriminate as to favor American labor. . ..

“There can be no mistaking this language. It means that the Republican party is in the favor of protecting
home industries so that . . . “our manufactories [and] labor shall be protected against the low-priced
labor of Europe. [Whether manufacturer or workingman,] your interest lies with the Republican party
for this election at least. . ..

The flyer closes with a pitch, highlighted by green crayon, recognizing the importance of women'’s political
opinions, demanding that

“If you are a married man, consult with your wife before you make up your mind which way you will
vote, as she is equally interested with you, and then go to the polls early in the morning and deposit your
ballot...”

No doubt, this flyer led to breakfast table discussions regarding not just this election but the ever-
increasing hot-button issue of women’s suffrage as well.
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23. [ADVERTISING — LETTERSHEETS] [TOURISM — ADIRONDACKS]

1881 — Letter written on a photomechanically illustrated lettersheet advertising a boarding house in the
Adirondack mountains

This four-page letter is written on photomechanically
illustrated stationery advertising the Maple Grove
Mountain House in Keen Valley, New York. The letter
from M. C. Hubbard to her son, John, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota was written on 18 September 1881. It is
enclosed in a three-cent green U. S. postal service
stamped envelope (Scott # U163) that has been
canceled with a concentric circle handstamp a circular

Keene Valley postmark, dated 20 September. Both the 44%’(;,,( Sk AL L5 15,
envelope and letter have unexplained multiple strikes ;‘ \ 2 2

of a large, oval Minneapolis Insurance and Real Estate /// /4, Z:/

Company handstamp. In nice shape. 4 N, o S W iy s 5

The especially attractive stationery was produced by
Henry Washbond, the owner of the boarding house,
and shows the main building and one of its two cabins
in a woody setting. Mrs. Hubbard’s letter reads in part:

“I suppose your aunt Maria has written you so that CA 2 : : :

you know all about our being at this place. . .. | send . Merinests L

you a picture of the place we are boarding at. The B 507 S p
house with windows in the roof is the dwelling house

of Mr. Washbon (sic) where we eat and where he Lie_ e A L e R N O
accommodates some boarders when he needs to he vl et i Do Mo i TIX

has two cottages one of which you see in the picture

where we room and another consisting of only two rooms on the ground floor which has been built since
the picture was taken. He has now only Ben & myself three young ladies . . . of Belleville N. J. and two
young men acquaintances of theirs the oldest of which will complete his medical studies next year. . ..

“I have never seen a more interesting group of young people. They . . . have been abroad [and are]
extremely well bred and unassuming. They have spent the past four summers here . . . and have been
here since early in July. They tramp a good deal and enjoy everything. . ..

“The house is plainly furnished with no carpets excpt on parlor, but good food well cooked. Ben is getting
on seemingly all right. We are hardly half a mile from church, but Mr. Washbon took us by his big wagon.
[Ben] has got quite brown being out of doors so much. There is a beautiful maple grove close by [with]
700 trees. We have plenty of maple syrup. . .. Just beyond is the forest of balsam pine &c. This is a
pleasant place surrounded by mountains — lovely air though today it is pretty warm. . .. “

In the 1880s, the Adirondacks experienced a major boom in tourism and began to transform from an
untamed wilderness into a popular summer destination for wealthy Eastern city-dweller who wished to
escape the heat and pollution of urban life. During the late 1870s and 1880, over 200 lodging houses and
hotels, some of which were quite palatial, began to dot the region. As well, the super-wealthy, like the
Rockefellers and Vanderbilts built huge rustic compounds in lakefront “Great Camps.”

A terrific early photomechanical advertising piece from the beginning of Adirondack tourism.

#19691 $250
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24. [ADVERTISING — HANDBILLS & ENVELOPES] [AGRICULTURE — FEED MILLS] [BUSINESS — INVENTORS]
[PHILATELY]

1880s — A wonderfully lllustrated advertising packet from a prolific and successful inventor touting his
horse-powered “Ideal Feed Mill”

This group of advertising
material from the Stover
Manufacturing Company
of Freeport, lllinois, was
sent to J. B. Hale at
Collamer, Indiana. It
bears a 1-cent Franklin
stamp (Scott type A44),
which was all that was
required to mail
unsealed advertising
circulars. The envelope We take pleasure in calling your z
and one of its enclosures FEED MILL AND HORSE POWER C

of which we enclose herewith. The
feature a great out Horse Power gearmg and ﬁxtur:

THR IDRAL

TWO HOLE HAND CORN SHELLER.

SEPARATOR AND CLEANER,

TO THE #B.

FARM, CUSTOM MILL AND WAREHOUSE.

—~>IN THE IDEAL<—

£
o
.
et
D

illustration of D. C. s seldat acor Gy Sroven Masomeruns e,
, . . and fixtures can be added any timq Frssport,Sepen i
Stover S |nvent|0n, a any farmer. Prices given on applici  — 0 oooiines ron Tesss
i Yours truly, Ane PRICES.
«“ Stover Triple Geared Corn and Cob Foed Mill, disd e
horse—powered Ideal Junior Ungeared Corn a and Co Foad il Without Table or Band Wheel.... No. 9, §25.00 No. 00, $ 0
STOVI Corn and Cob Mill and Horse Power combined, i sl e SR
e . “Hawkeyo" Feod Mill and Horse Power combined,  \Vith Table, but NO Band Whee! (A

Feed Mill” in o pe ration Power Foed Mill (or bolty,  Ideal Wind Mills,  With Table and Band Wheel........ “101, 2800 02 sooo

The packet appears to have been forwarded to H. H. Hole of Bellbrook, Ohio in 1886, as a letter to him is
written on the reverse of the envelope. Much of the text is obscured (although a comment about “niggers”
is visible) by the envelope’s flap, which probably became sealed while in storage. The flap could likely be
conservationally lifted to reveal the entire text.

In addition to the long (6” x 12”) two-page feed mill hand bill touting the “triple geared” high speed, horse
powered feed mill, the packet includes an advertisement for a “Two Hole Hand Corn Sheller” and a smaller
sheet noting the price of the feed mill would be reduced if a customer did not want the special horse-
powered gearing.

Daniel Carroll Stover, the wealthiest man in Freeport, lllinois, located midway between Chicago and
Dubuque, was a 19th-century inventor-industrialist who founded a number of companies including the
Stover Wind Engine Company, the Stover Manufacturing Company, the Stover Bicycle Manufacturing
Company and the Stover Engine Works.

He left the California gold mines to settle in Freeport, where he began inventing farming machines
including one to manufacture barbed wire. He became especially wealthy by making some of the first
“safety bicycles,” which quickly replaced the awkward and dangerous high-wheeled “penny farthings” and
remain the most popular style of bicycle today. He was making 20,000 bicycles per year when he sold his
company to the American Bicycle Trust in 1897.

(For more information, see his obituary, “D. C. Stover Dead” in the 24 Feb 1908 issue of the Freeport
Weekly Standard, available online.)

A terrific advertising packet with exceptional illustrations.

#10692 SOLD



25. [ADVERTISING — TRADE CARDS] [FASHION — MEN’S] [FOOD — TURKEY] [HOLIDAYS — THANKSGIVING]
[POSTCARDS — PIONEER]

1885 — An__ attractive
advertising trade card for
men’s cuffs and collars P N
features a colorful ‘ A v{% y
illustration of the owner’s A \ o
family sitting down to enjoy Z ’
a turkey at their
Thanksgiving dinner was
sent through the mail,
presumably in late
November of that year

This blank back, 5.25” x 3”
trade card advertises
“Acorn” Collars and Cuffs
manufactured by S. L
Munson of Albany, New
York. It was sent through the
mail to E. R. Birinington of
Danielsonville, Connecticut.
The card is in nice shape,
and it is franked with a 1-

cent Franklin stamp
canceled by an undated
Albany postmark.

Congress  approved a
request from Postmaster
General John Creswell to
print and issue one-cent !
postal cards in June of 1872. The law also allowed privately printed postcards, known today as “pioneer”
cards, but they were twice as expensive to mail, and typically had imprints like “Correspondence” or
“Souvenir Card” printed on the reverse. In this case, the Acorn collar company took double advantage of
the post card law; first by using it to send this advertising postcard through the mail and also by slipping it
through the post office at half the required rate.

|

The card, on which a November calendar is printed, features a family of six seated around a dining room
table with the father, presumably S. L. Munson, addressing his wife and children as he begins carving a
large turkey:

“We owe thanks to the trade for an enormously increased business.”

In 1885, the Ace collar and cuff company apparently issued a series of calendar trade cards. We have sold
a similar postally used Acorn card celebrating Christmas, and other examples, usually damaged,
occasionally pop-up on eBay.

#10693 $125
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26. [JUDIACA] [CHARITIES] [DIPLOMACY] [EDUCATION - JEWISH] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN & GIRLS]

1885 — A society matron thanks a Jewish-American =
diplomat for attending her charitable event in support of

funding Jewish education for recently arrived Jewish

immigrant children poc RIgE Te R

This thank-you letter was written by Ella V. Steinberg to

Benjamin F. Peixotto on 16 December 1885. It is unfranked, - IS&@
and its envelope bears an unofficial, rectangular “Ladies Fair s e o

Post Office” postmark and was probably delivered to Peixotto Becittosiuienice = inatuanet R Hi Aty
while Peixotto was still in attendance at the event. In nice see you here tonight. We are sure
Shape' that you will do as much for your

eI I CIRE T S ST

The typed letter, which is signed in ink, reads, e e e e e e e e

“We are glad to welcome you back to America. And more 1 IR "
tyan (sic) glad to see you here tonight. We are sure that you POST ‘;
will do as much for your country in the future — as you have et

heretofore. / Yours truly / Post mistress.” /
c////

Ladies’ fairs, also known as “fancy fairs” or bazaars, were held

to raise funds for various causes, such as abolition, suffrage, ‘ :

health care, and education, and often included elaborate é////m,éﬂ
decorations, public entertainment, and opportunities to o '
purchase goods. They began as small local events in the

1820s but by the late 1800s many had grown into large

metropolitan city-wide festivals. There, women would sell quilts, needlework, self-published books and
other goods, spurring American consumerism and philanthropy and women'’s role within those fields.

This event was known as The Hebrew Free School Fair, and as reported in the New York Times, it aided
“the kindergarten and industrial schools of the Hebrew Free School Association,” and was held in New
York’s Metropolitan Opera House, where up to a thousand people visited each day. This fair included
flower stands, “fancy tables” with high-quality decorative goods, and fortune-tellers. The times notes that
the young women who manned the sales tables were so adept “in the art of soliciting quarters and half
dollars” that it raised over $20,000 ($700,000 in today’s money) during its first five days of operation.

Benjamin F. Peixotto, the son of Portuguese Jewish immigrants, was born in New York City in 1834. After
entering the business world in Cleveland, he was instrumental in establishing the Hebrew Benevolent
Society. He helped found the Young Men’s Hebrew Literary Society as well as Cleveland’s Jewish Orphan
Asylum and served as the Grand Saar of the national B'nai Brith for four years.

The U.S. established a consular office in Bucharest, and it sent Peixotto to pressure Romania into
protecting its Jewish population from persecution and violence. He returned in 1885 to practice law in
New York City. It was during this time that he attended Hebrew Free School Society’s Ladies’ Fair.

(For more information, see “The Hebrew Free School Fair” in the 20 December 1855 issue of the New York
Times, Alder’s “Peixotto” in The Jewish Encyclopedia and “Peixotto, Benjamin Franklin” in the Encyclopedia
of Cleveland History, all available online.)

An important record of women'’s role in developing American commerce and philanthropy, the education
of Jewish immigrants, and one of the most prominent diplomats in that latter half of the 18™ century.

#10694 SOLD



27. [ADVERTISING — BROADSIDE] [BUSINESS — ORIENTAL RUGS] [PHILATELY]

Circa 1915 — An impressive and colorful broadsheet advertising “Oriental Floor Coverings”

WITH COMPLIMENTS OF
JOSEPH WILD & CO — IMPORTERS OF ORIENTAL FLOOR COVERINGS
NEW YORK — CHICAGO — BOSTON — SAN FRANCISCO

JAPAN — CHINA.

This large, 15.5” x 10.5”, souvenir broadside was issued by Joseph Wild & Company to advertise their
imported “Oriental Floor Coverings. Although the firm imported carpets from throughout Asia and the
Middle East, this broadside specifically addresses customers interested in Japanese rugs.

The “Made in Japan” broadside features 28 different colorful Japanese postage stamps mounted within a
fan design upon a colorful print showing Mount Fuji, the seacoast and a beautiful chrysanthemum plant.

The title reads

“With Compliments of Joseph Wild & Co — Importers of Oriental Floor Coverings / New York — Chicago —
Boston — San Francisco / Japan — China.”

The company was a major importer of rugs and wholesaled them throughout the country including major
department stores like Lord & Taylor’s and Marshall Field’s.

Scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows nothing
similar has been sold at auction. OCLC records no similar items in institutional collections.

#10695 SOLD



28. [FRATERNAL — KU KLUX KLAN] [RACISM & BIGOTRY] [WOMEN & GIRLS]

1923 — Women of America! . . Outline of the Principles and Teachings [of] the Women of the Ku Klux
Klan

Women of America! The Past! The Present! The Future! Outline of the

Principles and Teachings: Women of the Ku Klux Klan by Robbie Gill and

Mary G. Witt. Little Rock, Arkansas: Imperial Headquarters Women of = p=2

the Ku Klux Klan, 1923. 16 pages. Staple-bound within a tan card cover | Women of America!
featuring an image of a woman carrying a torch and KKK shield. The tip THE PAST! THE PRESENT!
of the lower right front cover is missing, and a split beginning at its | Stk
base; otherwise in nice shape with almost no wear. l

The 1920s brought on a renewal of interest in the Ku Klux Klan;
however, the organization that rapidly grew to perhaps as many as five
million members and then just a rapidly decreased in size to less than
50,000 had little if any relationship to the post-Civil War gangs of
former Confederates who fought to deny freedmen their civil rights.
Although it professed a connection, it was actually a money-making |
scheme concocted by William Joseph Simmons, an avid mystical ! ORI OF Prinsiotes Shd/TSs dings
fraternalist who hired two marketing experts, Edward Young Clarke cotmiie thLha ks i)
and Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler, to lead a “Propagation Department,” who '”\‘iffnf’zn:,ﬁl‘efn‘fz?'&?;’“ﬂ?;’"
became the “real creators” of a second, reincarnated Klan. Through a

system of paid recruiters, known as kleagels, they raised millions of

dollars and spread a belief system, not based on anti-black rhetoric,

but grounded in temperance, Protestantism, law and order, and most importantly, Americanism. In fact,
its white members felt so confident that American blacks "knew their place" in society, that its members
empbhatically pledged “THAT THE NEGRO SHOULD BE PROTECTED in every way possible and [to] readily
fight for their Constitutional rights” and prevent their exploitation by “papist’ Catholic and “avaricious”
Jewish immigrants, seeing those groups as real threats to the U.S. Constitution and American life.

CARKE JIATEI PUR. CO., LITTLE ROGK

Although membership was strong in the South it was, perhaps, even more robust in the Midwest,
Mountain States, Pacific Northwest, and major Eastern cities and metropolitan centers across the country.
Although membership correlated strongly with the Democratic Party, many Republicans became members
as well, and the Klan claimed to have elected just as many Republican Governors, Senators, and
Representatives as it did Democrats.

This pamphlet successfully launched the Klan’s recruitment effort to attract “pure 100%” white, Protestant
women into its ranks. It begins with a discussion of why they were important contributors to the well-
being of America and the importance of offering them a place at the Klan’s table. It also announces that
its “Paramount Principles” were to keep America First, promulgate Benevolence to all with malice to none,
bring women into an “order of clannish fidelity” to the country, and promote the best interests of local
communities, states, and the nation, especially through control and growth of a “Free Public School
System.”

(For more information, see the most unbiased work regarding the Klan in the 1920s, Wallace’s “The Ku
Klux Klan in Calvin Coolidge’s America” at the Calvin Cooledge Presidential Foundation website.)

A rather scarce historical pamphlet documenting the Klan’s successful effort to recruit mainstream
American women. At the time of listing, another example is for sale in the trade.
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Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books.

]

Wk fos v b S it & it

A Mactinn of A0r delestable marsrs (o ppe

We hope you can visit us in-person at

Boston 2026, World Philatelic Expo — 23-26 May at the Boston Convention Center
(Don’t miss this one even if you’re not a philatelist. The ABAA’s New York Show pales in
comparison to these events. We'll be at Booth 556.)
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