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 1849 – Letter from John [R.] Cocke at Bremo Plantation in Virginia to his father, John Hartwell Cocke regarding 
the hiring of an “instructress” to educate their slave “children” on their experimental Hopewell Plantation near 
Greensboro, Alabama. 

John Hartwelll Cocke was one of the most intriguing and progressive slave-owning planters in the South. His boldest 
action began in the 1840s, when he purchased an Alabama cotton plantation near Greensboro and sent a contingent 
of slaves there to learn the skills he believed to be necessary for their future success in Liberia. During one of his 
visits from Virginia to his “Hopewell Plantation” in Alabama, he informed its slaves that he intended to manumit 
those who worked hard, behaved honestly and obediently, renounced alcohol, and kept the plan, which included 
providing for them with an education, a secret. Of the 82 slaves at Hopewell Plantation, Cocke eventually 
emancipated 14, whom he transported to Liberia. 
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1.  [NEWSPAPERS] 

1820-1833 – 138 individual different issues of the Niles’ Weekly Register 

138 different issues of the Niles’ Weekly 

Register being sold as a lot. All are 

complete with varying degrees of toning. 

All are a little rough on the left edge as 

they were once bound in volumes.  In 

nice shape. 

The Niles’ Weekly Register was a national 

news magazine published in Baltimore, 

Maryland by Hezekiah Niles from 1811 to 

1848. It was the first weekly journal of its 

kind in the United States, and was the 

most widely circulated publication of its 

time. It exerted a powerful influence on 

the early national discourse. 

If anything of significance happened in 

the United States, it was covered by the 

Register, and, in fact, it also contained 

the most important news from Europe, 

Latin America, and the Caribbean as well.  

These issues contain articles about 

Abolition, African Colonization, 

American Indians, the Army, Canals, 

Caribbean Pirates, the Corps of 

Engineers, Crime, Haiti and Haitian 

emigration, European and Latin 

American Wars, French Privateering, 

Imports and Exports, the Industrial Revolution, Inventions, Lafayette’s Visit, Natural Disasters, the Navy, 

Politics and Elections, the Post Office, Constitutional Amendments, Railroads, Slavery, State Constitutions, 

State Militias, Tariffs, the Military Academy at West Point, Westward Expansion, and more. 

The Register compiled information from letters and articles from throughout the United States and the 

world, so these issues include tons of detailed information from a wide range of contemporary sources, 

making this a terrific resource for anyone interested in early American history as it was being created. 

Not sold individually; sold as a lot only.. 

Not sold individually, lot only. 

$825 for the lot   #10666 

  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010666/hezekiah-niles/1820-1833-138-different-issues-of-the-niles-weekly-register
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010666/hezekiah-niles/1820-1833-138-different-issues-of-the-niles-weekly-register


 

2.  [LOVE] [MISOGYNY] [PHILATELY] [SOCIAL MORES] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1829 – A letter from a young man to his cousin, who he fears is romantically toying with one of his 

friends 

This three-page stampless letter was 
written by “Edward C.” in Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania to his cousin,  Louisa Elliott 
in Harrisburg.  It is dated May 14th, 1829, 
and bears a double-circle Huntingdon 
postmark dated May 15 along with a 
somewhat ornate manuscript “Paid 
12½” rate mark. 

In this letter, Edward questions his 
cousin with regard to her affection for  
her fiancé, his friend “K”, while 
expressing some rather harsh opinions 
regarding the fickleness of women and 
beseeches her to contact K rather than 
flirting with others.   It reads in part: 

“I received a letter from K. by last 
Monday’s mail. He speaks of you as 
one not altogether indifferent to him. 
He says change of places may . . . 
produce change of feelings, although 
he says he does not fear it. . ..  Does he 
place too much confidence in you or is 
he deceiving himself” From your 
letters to me, I suspect he is, and that 
grossly, notwithstanding you took the 
precaution to say that you were only 
almost in Love!!! Did I not tell you often that if you was away you would soon forget him? Think well of 
what you are doing.  I know that it is the nature and disposition of the females to fall almost in love with 
every new face they meet provided the person pays them a little attention. I do not say that is really the 
case with you but it might be. It is not right to be flirting about with every fellow that wears a fine coat 
and more particularly after you have solemnly engaged yourself to another. . .. Louisa cast not off a well 
time love for a pleasant or good looking Esau. K. says that you have not replied to his two last letters. He 
says it may mean something. He regrets very much that the chance of communications between you & 
him is broken by your absence. . .. Write you do write to him he says he will not know where to direct his 
letters. Write to him then Louisa put his poor heart at rest. I have fellow-feeling for him or any . . . who 
has been so unfortunate as to fall in love.  I have given you [this information so] you can decide whether 
you will write or not. . .. Do as you think best and all will be well.” 

This relationship scenario sounds like it could have been pulled from an American version of a romantic 
Regency Era novel. 

SOLD #10645  

   



 

3.  [FLORIDIANA] [MARITIME] [MILITARY – EAST INDIA SQUADRON] [PHILATELY [PHRENOLOGY]] 
[TRAVEL –CHINA, INDIA, & SOUTHEAST ASIA]  

1836 – Two letters from an important naval surgeon describing his return voyage from a diplomatic 
mission to Cochin-China, Siam, and Muscat 

This lot contains two stampless folded letters from 
Naval Surgeon William Samuel Waithman  
Ruschenberger, aboard the USS Peacock, sent to 
his mother in Philadelphia while on the return from 
a diplomatic mission to Cochin-China (today 
Vietnam), Siam (Thailand), and Muscat (at the time 
an Arabian sea power on the Gulf of Oman). Both 
are in very nice shape. 

The first letter was sent from Macao on 22 Jun 
1836 via the HMS Horatio to New York where it 
entered the U.S. mail bound for Philadelphia. It 
bears a “New-York Ship Nov. 14 [1836]” circular 
date-stamp and a manuscript “27” postal rate 
annotation. 

The second was sent from the “U.S. Ship Peacock, 
Off Mazatlan [Mexico], November 10, 1836”. It 
entered the U.S. mail in at Pensacola, Florida, and 
bears a near perfect strike of the scarce “Pensa. 
F.” circular territorial postmark dated “Jan. 16 
[1836.]” As Ruschenberger notes in the letter, 
“Mail is dispatched from this place to Vera Cruz, 
whence a packet runs to New York. By this route this ought to reach Philadelphia in January 1837.” 

The letters read in part: 

“I have been to constantly at real hard work in attending, and prescribing for the sick and in breaking up 
my hospital that I have not been able to write you fully. . .. An accident or rather a disappointment in not 
meeting Capt. Stirbling affords me the opportunity to write this, and assure you of my excellent health. 
Our sick list is still large but all are getting well, and as we shall be out of the climate of the East Indies in 
ten days & once more in the great Pacific Ocean, I hope we shall all do well. 

“The papers will show that we buried here the Diplomatist Mr. Roberts & Capt. Campbell – we have lost 
no men.  Mr. Roberts had been ill for 3 years & Capt. Campbell was intemperate & imprudent, or he 
would have recovered.  We sail to-morrow for the Sandwich Islands [Hawaii] and you may expect us at 
home in April next.  I have been in Canton 6 days and made there a number of purchases a silk dress for 
you &c and some slippers. . .. I pleased the tea-merchants so much by making some phrenological 
observations on their heads that they presented me with 3 boxes of the very finest tea.  

“I have spent all my money [and only have} cash enough to bring me home from Norfolk, but I have a 
large stock of valuable goods in place of it. This is a secret between us.  My journal will be large & my 
medical book I think will be good too in its time. . .. 

“At the Sandwich Islands we found it necessary to visit Monterrey in Upper California [where] we found  
the temperature cool enough to exhibit a white frost. . .. This to us who have been so long within the 
tropics was bracing . . . uncomfortably cold.  



 

“Our stay [in Mazatlán] will be but three or four days on 
our way to Valparaiso, Acapulco, the Galapagos Islands 
and Callao [Peru’s main seaport}. . . . We shall [not] reach 
Norfolk much before the first of July 1837.  . .. After I get 
home . . . I shall commence the arduous task of correcting 
the proofs of my new book, which I [will title], “An 
Embassy to the Courts of Muscat and Siam, by the author 
of Three Years in the Pacific.  

“It will be superior . . . and interest to “Three Years” and 
though not larger, will sell I think for three Dollars a copy, 
for I shall insist upon having in it several maps and plates. 
It will contain a vast deal of new information on the 
commerce & scientific matters, but so woven into the 
work as to prevent it from being dry & uninteresting to 
general readers. . .. If any of those five hundred cousins 
of yours come in your way invite them to put down their 
names for ‘An Embassy’ & opining them the work will be 
worth their money, and what is three Dollars to a rich 
relation when given towards helping a poor one.  

“I would write you descriptions of several places, but I 
get so tired if it, in writing for the Embassy that I cannot even bear to repeat it in letters to you, besides 
a sheet of paper is not large enough to describe a kingdom upon. 

“The health of the ship is now restored [and] the commadore thinks I am a wonderfully clever doctor 
and has so reported to the Secretary [of the Navy].”’ 

In an effort to confirm and exploit tales of the Far East’s exceptional bounty of silks, teas, and other riches 
brought home by whalers, President Andrew Jackson, appointed Edmond Roberts, a distinguished 
diplomat, as the first envoy to the region.  The USS Peacock was his ‘home’ between 1832 and 1836 while 
he concluded treaties with Thailand and the Sultan of Muscat and Oman. Following their ratification, the 
ship visited the court of Minh Mang in Vietnam, however Roberts’s negotiations failed. While on the return 
to the United States where he was to receive an appointment to become the first American ambassador 
to Edo Japan, he contracted dysentery in Portuguese Macau and died. 

Ruschenberger did publish his medical book and narrative of this mission, A Voyage around the World 
including an Embassy to Muscat and Siam in 1835, 1836 and 1837, and both were well regarded. Later his 
story of this voyage was merged with Robert’s memoir and published as Two Yankee Diplomats In 1830s 
Siam. 

Ruschenberger went on to a distinguished naval career serving as the fleet surgeon of the Pacific and 
Mediterranean Squadrons, the hospital commander at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, the medical director of the 
Boston Naval Yard, and the Senior Medical Officer of the Navy. 

[For more information, see Ruschenberger’s book, Young’s Two Yankee Diplomats In 1830s Siam by 
Edmund Roberts and W. S. W. Ruschenberger, and entries at the Ancestry.com and Find-a Grave websites. 

We have sold several letters from the Ruschenberger correspondence, this one is the most significant. An 
exceptional first-person account regarding the first American diplomatic adventure into the Far East with 
an early description of purchasing goods in China and bartering ‘medical knowledge’ for fine teas.  

SOLD   #10646  



 

4.  [MAPS] [RELIGION – MISSIONARIES] [PHILATELY] [TRAVEL – CEYLON] 

1838 – A letter, which includes a hand drawn color map, from an American missionary medical seminary 
in Jaffna, Ceylon that was considered to be “equal in rank with many European universities” 

This four-page, stampless, 
folded letter, measuring 
16.25” x 12.75” unfolded, 
was sent by Joel F. Arnold at  
the “American Mission 
Seminary Ballicotta Jaffna” 
on September 2nd, 1839, to 
a group of benefactors, 
“The Female Mite 
Association” in Chester, 
New Hampshire.  It bears a 
manuscript “6” rate 
annotation and an 
indistinct Boston circular 
postmark. It was carried via 
a private ship, probably 
British, and charged 6 cents 
postage upon arrival. In 
nice shape with some 
edgewear including a 
minor loss of text and with 
some transparent archival 
reinforcement to several folds. 

In this letter, not only does Arnold thank his “Benefactresses,” but he provides them with a 7¼” x 6¼” 
hand-drawn, watercolored map of Jaffa as well.  

His letter reads in part: 

“I am truly sorry [for] the loss of the letter of 1838. . .. Were you to peruse that epistle, I assure you will 
not fail to meet in it with interesting topics and novelties that I have alluded to, respecting me, and my 
country, which the light of Christianity is at present introduced [through] your help, which you might do 
by sending your petitions to the tribunal of God  to bless them and cause their undertaking to become 
successful. . .. The more you pray God to bless these poor people and deliver them from their trains of 
wicked ness, the much more will they be heard by heaven . . . and attack the fortified city of heathenism 
[to] prevail upon the massed force [of] Satan. . .. 

“May I you now, Madams, beg you to direct your attention to the following incident which you cannot 
help crying at for joy. . .. Within the last three months, our church was enlarged by an additional sum of 
31 members, who were on the Sabbath baptised. . .. 

“It is my duty to give a brief sketch of the Seminary. It is managed by the Principal H. R. Hoisington and 
Professor Nathan Ward. In [December]. the former on account of his impaired health is coming home 
and will shortly after a year return here. . .. Until that time, the Seminary will be under the care of the 
Professor. Here are boarded and clothed about 170 boys who are divided into 5 classes of which the 



 

present first class is to be honorably 
dismissed from the Seminary on the 
25th day of this month, when my class 
will  become the first, of which at 
present, there are 15 students, of 
whom 5 are  impenitents and 1 
candidate to the admission to the 
church.  My present studies in 
particular are the following; 
Navigation, Enfield’s Philosophy, 
Robbins history, Young’s Night 
Thoughts. . ..” 

Arnold’s map, showing towns and 
administrative centers, follows the text 
of his letter. 

1n 1823, American missionaries 
founded the Ballicotta Seminary, part 
of John Scudder’s medical mission, in 
the small, but important, town of  
Vaddukoddai, Jaffna, to educate the 
smartest boys on the peninsula. The 
school’s reputation was so sterling that 
Sir James Emerson Tennent declared it 
to be “equal in rank with many 
European universities.” Despite its 
excellent academic reputation, the 
school was not successful in 
accomplishing it principal mission, i.e., 
converting the boys to Christianity, and 
many, if not most remained Hindu. So, 
the school closed in 1855.  However, it 
was reopened  as Jaffna College in 
1871 by local alumni of the seminary 
and remains in operation today. 

Religious women in a number of communities formed “mite” societies or associations to fund missionary 
activities.  They were named for the biblical story of the “widow’s mite” and collected offerings beyond 
the support given to congregations. 

(For more information, see Karunairajan’s “Association’s souvenir ignores founding reality of Jaffna 
College” online, Root’s Century in Ceylon the American Board in Ceylon, and online entries at Ancestry.com 
and the Find-a-Grave website.) 

At the time of listing, no similar items are for sale in the trade, nor does the Rare Book Hub identify any 
others that have been sold at auction. OCLC identifies none held by libraries. So, perhaps the only extant 
first-hand description of this important institution. 

SOLD    #10647    

 



 

5.  [PHILATELY] 

1839 – Triple-rate stampless cover used to mail legal documents  

This stampless cover contained 
legal documents that were sent 
from a New York City attorney, 
James W. Metcalf, to the Seriff 
of Ontario County, Myon H. 
Clark, in Canandaigua, New 
York. It bears an indistinct New 
York City postmark along with a 
“Paid” handstamp, both in red 
along with a manuscript “56¼” 
rate. This is three times the normal postage of 18½ cents for letters sent for distances between 150-400 
miles, indicating it had contained two enclosures for a total of three sheets of paper. 

$200 #10648   

 

6.  [PHILATELY] 

1840 – Quadruple-rate stampless cover used to mail a legal documents 

This stampless cover contained 

legal documents that were sent by 

William S. Bishop in Rochester to 

Canandaigua, New York. It bears a 

Rochester, New York postmark 

and “Paid” handstamp, both in 

red along with a manuscript “24” 

rate stamp. This is four times the 

normal postage of 6 cents for 

letters sent distances of less than 

150 miles, indicating it had contained three enclosures for a total of four sheets of paper. The “Charge 

299” annotation was applied because the sender paid the postage on this letter by charging it to his post 

office account, 299. 

$200 #10649    

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010648/james-w-metcalf/1839-triple-rate-stampless-cover-used-to-mail-legal-documents
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010649/william-s-bishop/1840-quadruple-rate-stampless-cover-used-to-mail-a-legal-documents
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010648/james-w-metcalf/1839-triple-rate-stampless-cover-used-to-mail-legal-documents
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010649/william-s-bishop/1840-quadruple-rate-stampless-cover-used-to-mail-a-legal-documents


 

7.  [EDUCATION – COLLEGE] [MILITARY – WEST POINT] [PHILATELY] 

1845 – This four-page stampless folded letter expressing worry about an upcoming examination was 
sent by Cadet James Oakes from West Point in 1845 to his sister in Milton, Pennsylvania  

Unfolded, the letter, written on 25 May 1845 by Cadet James 
Oakes, measures 15.5” x 9.5”. It bears a circular West Point 
postmark along with a manuscript “18½“ rate mark. It also 
bears both a “Paid” manuscript and handstamped marking.  
Lightly toned with two short, transparent archival tape mends 
to mailing fold splits.  In nice shape. It reads in part:  

“Every thing is passing along as usual. We resumed our 
summer pants about two weeks ago but oweing to the 
severity of the weather we were obliged to resort to our 
winter ones again; we resumed our summer ones a day or 
two ago for the second time. . .. It is cold and stormy out now, 
and what adds to our misery we have no fires. 

“It will soon be time for the plebes to come out, and even 
now for every young fellow that happens to land on the point 
it is remarked, there is a plebe. . .. 

“The examination is fast approaching, it is enough to make one tremble just to think of it. Our course is 
very long and difficult and in addition to this we have a very severe professor. A great deal depends on 
the examination should I do well I am certain of passing but should I do very bad it would be hard to tell 
what would be my fate. So you see it is just six on one side and half dozen on the other whether I pass 
or not.  Although I stand higher in philosophy than I ever stood in Mathematics previous to any others, 
ye my case is just as critical. Our class is the largest on the point besides this will be the last time they 
will have a chance to cut it down. . .. You may expect to hear from me soon after the examination. . .. 

“I expect to see W Hunter or Mcguire or somebody else along this by before long by way of representing 
the 13th district. . .. There is no doubt but what he thinks he is going to enter a perfect paradise. He will 
be very apt to discover his mistake before he passes through his plebeship. . .. 

“I will wind up by informing you that our Commandant has had his whiskers colored from a sandy to that 
of a black color. . ..” 

Oakes went on to pass the examination he so feared and graduated from the U. S. Military Academy in 
1846, after which he was commissioned in the 2md Dragoons. During the Mexican-American War, he was 
breveted to 1st Lieutenant for “gallant and meritorious conduct during the affair at Medelin, Mex.” And to 
captain for gallantry at Molino del Rey. Following the war he served on the frontier and was wounded 
during a fight with Indians in 1850. He was officially promoted to Captain in the 2nd Infantry Regiment in 
1855 and led numerous scouting parties searching for hostile Indian bands. He was promoted to Major at 
the start of the Civil War and commanded a regiment in the Tennessee and Mississippi campaign and later 
served as a recruiter in Illinois. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel before the end of the year and 
assigned to the 4th Cavalry . In 1866, Oakes commanded the 6th Cavalry as a Colonel in 1866. Later he was 
breveted as a brigadier general “for his meritorious and faithful service in the recruitment of the armies 
of the United States and retired in 1879. 

(For more information see The Union Army: A History of Military Affairs in the Loyal States 1861-1865, 
Volume 8 Biographical, 1908.) 
SOLD #10650     



 

8.  [ADVERTISING – CERTIFICATES] [MEDICINE – BOTANICALS] [NATIVE AMERICANA] 

1847 – Broadside certificate attesting that Marton Hawes of Westbrook, Maine was an authorized sales 
agent for “Dr. Sear’s Universal Sanguinarian or Blood Root Pills” 

This “Certificate of Agency” promoting Dr. J. B. 
Sears’s Blood Root Pills measures 7.75” x 9.75”.  It 
was  printed by R. B. Caldwell and features an 
illustration of a Native American chief or 
medicine man supervising the harvesting of 
Sanguinaria canadensis, commonly known as 
bloodroot. The image is captioned, 

“A view of the blood root with Indians in the 
background, by whom this article was first 
used, and by them it was and still is highly 
esteemed for its medicinal virtues.” 

Sears, who sold his pills through agents and 
retailers, printed these certificates to assure 
customers that they were purchasing his, and not 
counterfeit, products. It prominently promises,  

“This / Certificate is intended as a Guarantee / 
To The / People of the United States / against 
purchasing counterfeit medicine  purporting to 
be / Manufactured by Me.” 

It reads, 

“Know all men by these Presents, That Marten 
Hawes of Westbrook [Maine] is my duly authorized Agent for the sale of my Universal Sanguinarian or 
Blood Root Pills, for the term of one year from the date hereof, therefore no one is my Agent unless he 
can produce this qualification, signed by me in my own handwriting, dated at East Thomaston, [Maine,] 
this 28 day – of Septr in the Year of our Lord 1847.” 

At the time, blood root concoctions were sold by quacks as a cure for cancer, skin disorders, and respiratory 
diseases. However, in contemporary advertisements, Sears made no such outlandish boastss. Rather he, 
made, for the time, the rather modest claim that his pills were effective in treating a variety of relatively 
minor complaints including fever, impurities of the blood, coughs, colds , pain killing, and indigestion. 

While Sears’s claimed that Native Americans used blood root medicinally, nonetheless it is poisonous and 
dangerous. Today, quacks continue to promote it as a possible cure for cancer, however numerous studies 
show that it may act as an expectorant, but its therapeutic value is minimal in relation to the danger it 
poses. When used topically, as a “black salve,” it may kill a rash, but it also kills live skin cells, resulting in 
a massive scab and subsequent disfiguring scare. 

Sears’s blood pill advertisements are relatively scarce although they occasionally appear in the trade and 
for sale on ebay.  However, his “Certificates of Agency” issued to retailers are rare. At the time of listing 
none are for sale in the trade, none have been sold at auction per the Rare Book Hub, and none are listed 
in institutional collections by OCLC. One, however, a Google search shows that one has been sold on ebay, 
and another by a prominent Americana dealer. 

SOLD #10651    



 

9. [LOVE] [MARRIAGE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION – QUAKERS] [SOCIAL MORES] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1848 – A letter from a woman in Ash Glen, Pennsylvania welcoming her brother’s fiancé into the family 

This three-page stampless folded letter measures 
14.5” x 9.5’ when opened. It was written by Emily 
Hoopes of Ash Glen, Pennsylvania to Deborah Price 
of Philopolis, Maryland on ‘’4 mo. 26TH. 1848” (the 
Quaker method of expressing April 26, 1848. It bears 
a circular Westchester, Pennsylvania post mark and 
a “5” rate stamp, both in blue.  In nice shape. 

In this letter, Emily welcomes Deborah to the family 
as the fiancé of her brother Samuel. It reads in part: 

“I have left the family circle this evening to convers 
with thee through the medium of the pen. For the 
place thee holds in my affections is not that of a 
common friend! The warm feeling of sisterly love 
does already flow forth to thee, who in a few short 
weeks will be one of our group, & a sister by being 
the companion of a beloved brother. The shares of 
his joys and sorrows . . . I trust such will be your 
experience. . .. I feel thee will agree with me in 
sentiment when thee expressed thyself as having 
felt it was so great an undertaking thee feared thy 
ability to perform it aright. . .. 

“The dear brother in whom thee has placed thy affection I trust thee will find all that he promised loving 
& faithful, a warm heart that will strive to promote the happiness of his kindred spirit who is willing to 
brave the world with him – but I would not have thee think that I consider him without fault, for none 
are perfect here.. .. 

“In closing this I will say a little about dress, [however] if thee had thought of any other arrangement . . 
. I hope thee will make [it known]. It is customary with us to have some similarity in the dress of the Bride 
& those that wait upon her, if it is [the same] with you . . . will thee please inform me as to the kind or 
make of dress, collar or other neck dress, color of gloves, and bonnet if you go the meeting house. 
Anything thee would mention was I with thee. Though it is early to be mentioning these things, I though 
it would take much longer when the pen is employed than if I could spend a few hours with thee. 

“Please give my love to thy sisters reserving a large share for thyself.” 

Deborah was a Quaker herself and a first cousin to Emily and Samuel. The marriage was recorded in the 
May 5th, 1848, record of the Gunpowder Friends Meeting at Sparks, Maryland. Interestingly, official 
Maryland records report that the marriage actually took place on 28 March in Cecil, Maryland, a month 
before this letter was written. 

(For more information, see genealogical records at Ancestry.com and the Find-a-Grave website.) 

A heartwarming, if rather stilted, sister-in-law’s welcome to the fiancé of her brother, who actually had 
already been married to him for a month.    

$150 #10653    



 

10. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [EDUCATION - PLANTATION] [LIBERIAN COLONIZATION] [PHILATELY] 
[SLAVERY] [VIRGINIANA] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1849 – Letter from John [R.] Cocke at Bremo Plantation in Virginia to his father, John Hartwell Cocke 
regarding the hiring of an “instructress” to educate their slave “children” on their experimental 
Hopewell Plantation near Greensboro, Alabama 

This two-page stampless folded letter, 
datelined Bremo July 9th, 1845, measures 16” 
x 10.5” unfolded. It was sent by John [R.] 
Cocke to his father, John Hartwell Cocke. The 
letter bears a circular Richmond, Virginia 
postmark and a manuscript “10” rate mark. 
In nice shape with a minor water stain along 
one fold that does not affect the text. 

John Hartwell Cocke was one of the most 
intriguing plantation owners in the South. A 
matriculant at the College of William and 
Mary and graduate of the University of 
Virginia, he improved his inherited family 
plantation, Bremo, in Fluvanna County, 
Virginia, with architectural and scientific 
innovations. He was also a reformer who 
advocated both alcohol and tobacco 
temperance. More importantly, he was an 
enthusiastic advocate for the African 
colonization of manumitted slaves. Although 
Cocke owned more than a hundred slaves, 
he believed slavery to be against God’s will 
and was an enthusiastic promoter of the 
American Colonization Society, serving as its 
Vice-President from 1819 until his death in 
1866. He employed northern teachers to 
conduct formal schooling at Bremo for his slaves until 1831 when the practice was banned in Virginia, after 
which his wife took up the task.  

Cocke’s boldest action began in the 1840s, when he purchased an Alabama cotton plantation near 
Greensboro and sent a contingent of slaves there to learn the skills he believed to be necessary for their 
future success in Liberia. During one of his visits from Virginia to his “Hopewell Plantation” in Alabama, he 
informed its slaves that he intended to manumit those who worked hard, behaved honestly and 
obediently, renounced alcohol, and kept the plan, which included providing them with an education, a 
secret. Of the 82 slaves at Hopewell Plantation, Cocke eventually emancipated 14, whom he transported 
to Liberia. 

This letter is in regard to Cocke’s surreptitious effort to educate his “Children,” i.e., the Hopewell slaves. As 
young John completes his letter, notes “I have 3 letters from Slam on hand unanswered. . .. I was glad to 
receive so favorable a report as Slam gave in his last letter as to our prospects at Hopewell. I shall be glad 
to hear from you what you think of the same.” He closes the letter stating, “Yours in the bonds of our 
common Son,” a reference to Jesus and not another relative.   



 

John’s recounting of his 
effort reads in part:  

“I write you upon . . . the 
subject of a teacher for 
your Children [i.e., 
slaves at Hopewell]. . .. I 
had hoped until the last 
post to have engaged a 
widow Lady of the 
desired age and said to 
be highly qualified, but I 
found she has lately 
entered into an 
engagement. 

“I understand we can’t 
expect to get a teacher 
of Music, as well as one capable of instructing in the other essential branches of genteel education for 
less than $450 or 500 – as I intimated to you. I have this day written to a Lady who is highly recommended 
as a teacher of Music, and an experienced instructor in the other branches, whose health is threatened 
in the cold climate of New Your & who has specified her willingness to go South, and offered her $450. 
If she comes up to her recommendations, I can’t doubt she will be a great acquisition, for she is besides 
highly accomplished said to be eminently pious and having for some years of late at the head of a large 
female school has proven herself an excellent disciplinarian & successful instructress, but she is single 
and only 26 yrs old but having refused offers of marriage it is supposed will not be liable to your 
objection. I expect to hear from her shortly, and if we are likely to agree will write you. But if I fail in this 
instance, I foresee you must be satisfied take some younger Lady than you mentioned for that 
quantification of advanced age I found to be the greatest difficulty I had to encounter.” 

Cocke also served for thirty-five years on the University of Virginia’s Board of Visitors. His was first 
appointed in 1816 when the school was brand new and known as Central College. Throughout his tenure, 
he was deeply involved in the university’s early development, supervised the construction of its campus 
with Thomas Jefferson, and pushed for an emphasis on Christianity and agricultural education in the 
curriculum. 

(For more information, see “John Hartwell Cocke (1780–1866)” at the online Encyclopedia Virginia, “A 
Guide to the Cocke Family Papers, 1725-1939” at the University of Virginia, and “Hopewell Plantation, 
Greene, Alabama” at Wikitree.) 

At the time of listing, there are no similar items for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub shows nothing 
similar has ever appeared at auction.  OCLC shows the University of Alabama holds papers related to 
Cocke’s Hopewell Plantation, and the University of Virginia has a massive collection of Cocke’s family 
papers; it is possible that a letter or record related to the employment of a teacher at Hopewell is included 
in either. 

An astonishing letter, written between the lines in “code” so as to avoid the severe consequences that 
would befall the Cocke family if it had been discovered they were educating an entire plantation of slaves 
in Alabama. 

SOLD   #10652   



 

11. [EDUCATION – COLLEGE] [LIBERIAN COLONIZATION] [PHILATELY] [SLAVERY] [VIRGINIANA] 

Circa 1849 – A mailing envelope sent by the University of Virginia to  John Hartwell Cocke, progressive 
slave-owner and long-time member of its Board of Visitors who assisted Thomas Jefferson in the early 
development of the school 

 

The cover was sent to John Harwell Cocke at his famous Bremo Plantation in Fluvanna County from the  
University of Virginia and is noteworthy for the red strike of the school’s oval postmark with manuscript 
date and “10” rate mark. It is the most attractive University of Viginia covers we have seen.  

Cocke served for thirty-five years on the University of Virginia’s Board of Visitorys. His was first appointed 
in 1816 when the school was brand new and known as Central College. Throughout his tenure, he was 
deeply involved in the university’s early development, supervised the construction of its campus with 
Thomas Jefferson, and pushed for an emphasis on Christianity and agricultural education in the 
curriculum. 

John Hartwell Cocke was also one of the most intriguing plantation owners in the South. A matriculant at 
the College of William and Mary and graduate of the University of Virginia, he improved his inherited 
family plantation, Bremo, in Fluvanna County, Virginia, with architectural and scientific innovations. He 
was also a reformer who advocated both alcohol and tobacco temperance. More importantly, he was an 
enthusiastic advocate for the African colonization of manumitted slaves. Although Cocke owned more than 
a hundred slaves, he believed slavery to be against God’s will and was an enthusiastic promoter of the 
American Colonization Society, serving as its Vice-President from 1819 until his death in 1866. He 
employed northern teachers to conduct formal schooling at Bremo for his slaves until 1831 when the 
practice was banned in Virginia, after which his wife took up the task.  

(For more information, see “John Hartwell Cocke (1780–1866)” at the online Encyclopedia Virginia, “A 
Guide to the Cocke Family Papers, 1725-1939” at the University of Virginia, and “Hopewell Plantation, 
Greene, Alabama” at Wikitree.)   Also, see item 10 above. 

$250     #10667 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010667/circa-1849-a-mailing-envelope-sent-by-the-university-of-virginia-to-john-hartwell-cocke
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010667/circa-1849-a-mailing-envelope-sent-by-the-university-of-virginia-to-john-hartwell-cocke


 

12. [DISEASE – CHOLERA][MILITARY – MILITIAS] [POLITICS – PRESIDENTIAL] 

1849 – A letter describing an assembly of 20 Massachusetts militia companies at Boston, an upcoming 
visit of President Zachary Taylor, and an outbreak of Cholera 

This two-page letter, written by “E.B.” to 
his “Friend S.” is datelined “Boston Aug 
19 . . 49”. Very well written and easily 
readable. In nice shape. 

In this letter E.B. reports on an 
unusually, large two-day militia 
“encampment held at Neponset about 
6 miles from Boston.” 

“There was twenty uniformed 
companies and they looked pretty 
nice. It was a regular old fashioned 
country muster on a big scale.  There 
was plenty of pedlars of all sorts 
drinking and gambling in abundance. 
30 stands of the later and all kinds and 
there was a good many black eyes and 
sore head brought back to B. There is 
to be another of the same sort at 
Concord next week. . ..” 

He also invites his friend to visit while 
President Zachary Taylor is in town. 

“The President is expected here in 
about a month. I don’t see why some 
of your Whig boys can’t sail down 
about that time and see him it will 
probably be our only chance. . ..  I 
suppose the democrats in L. feel very much elated with the late elections news, it looks pretty dark now, 
but I guess Old Zach will keep them straight-enough 4 years to come.” 

Lastly, E.B. provides an update on a Cholera outbreak in Boston. 

“There has been considerable excitement here about the cholera there has not been but a very few cases 
until this month . . . it has increased. . .. It is mostly confined to Foreigners so far, there was 94 deaths 
last week and about 16 a day this week. . .. It makes provision dealers grumble. . ..” 

“Old Rough and Ready” was not able to keep the Democrats straight for the next four years. He died of 
while in office and was succeeded by Millard Filmore.  Although some suspected arsenic poisoning, he 
died from cholera morbus (acute gastroenteritis) four days after eating cherries and iced milk at a Fourth 
of July celebration, after which he developed severe stomach cramps, violent diarrhea, and dehydration.  

An enjoyable and enlightening first-person account about significant events occurring in Boston in the 
summer of 1849. 

$200 #10654   

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010654/e-b/1849-a-letter-describing-an-assembly-of-20-massachusetts-militia-companies-at-boston-an-upcoming
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13. [LAND SALES - PUBLIC] [PHILATELY] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] 

1849 – Letter regarding the private purchase of public lands in Michigan 

This one-page stampless folded 
letter was sent by C. B. Young of 
Detroit to the Michigan Auditor 
General  in Lansing. It is datelined 
“Nov 25 1849.” It bears a circular 
Detroit postmark, “Paid” 
handstamp, and “5” rate mark, all 
in red. 

The letter forwarded $3.00 to 
purchase public land in Ionia 
County from the sale of 1847. 

From the time of the Land 
Ordinance of 1785 and the 
Northwest Ordinance of 1787, 
Michigan was a public land 
territory and state. This meant that 
the federal government was 
responsible for disposing of all the 
state’s land except for a small 
number of private claims. Various 
American Indian groups could also 
claim sovereignty of the land as 
well. 

Although privatization was a 
success, it was also deeply flawed. 
The state government took a 
special interest in the process for a 
number of reasons including 
quieting Native American unrest over claims, surveying and platting state-claimed land, reviewing the 
federal and state administrators responsible for processing the claims, analyzing the privatization policies, 
controlling speculation, and determining privatization’s effect on settlements.  

This letter is likely related to the general privatization process and not the resale of military bounty land 
or land sold to recoup delinquent taxes. 

(For more information, see Mitchell’s “Towards a History of Privatizing Public Lands in Michigan 1785 
1860” in Fall, 2008 edition of the Michigan Academician.) 

$200 #10655     
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14. [CALIFORNIANA] [DISASTERS – FIRE] [FIREFIGHTING] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – STATE] 

1850 – A letter from a state legislature to his father reporting on life in “Gold Rush” California to include 
the massive fire that destroyed most of San Francisco 

This three- page stampless, folded letter, 
measuring 15.5” x 12.5” unfolded, was 
written on May 10th,  1850 by E. B. 
[Ebenezer Bower] Bateman, a state 
legislator, from “Stockton Upper 
California” to his father, Burgin, in 
Jacksonville, Illinois.  It bears a manuscript 
“40” rate marking and a circular 
“Stockton, Cal / 40” circular postmark 
dated May 26.  It is annotated, “Via 
Panama & N. Orleans” in the lower left-
hand corner. 

This letter reads in part: 

“I have just returned from ‘San Jose’  the 
Capitol of the State, where I have been 
for sometime attending the Legislature 
having been elected from this district as 
a member of this body. . ..   

“Last Sabbath our new Presbyterian 
Church was Dedicated, and I regret not 
being present, but last night had the 
pleasure of attending a “Concert of Vocal 
Music” there. Things are rapidly 
improving here and I think we will soon 
have as good society as anywhere. . .. 

“I hardly know what to say about the 
time of my returning Home [for] if it 
works round right, by the time an 
opening occurs, I may perhaps become a 
candidate for ‘Congress’ this 
opportunity may occur next fall, or it 
may not until a year from that time. . .. 

“Immigration continues to flow in at even a more than casually rapid rate, the other day when I was in 
San-Francisco, Thirty Sail arrived in one day. Gold continues to be found in about the usual quantity – 
While I was in the city of ‘S. F.’ a Fire broke out, which consumed about one-third of the best & most 
complete portion of that city – previously Estimated Loss, about Four Millions. 

“The ‘Rainy Season’ lasted about five months . . . and closed about two months since . . . until November 
next we will have delightful weather – the country never looked more beautiful than now, nor have I ever 
seen views to equal it, our Vallys . . . are heavily covered with wild oats, grass, &c. The Climate is infinitely 
better than any I ever before experienced – this is one paramount excellence of this country.” 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010656/1850-a-letter-from-a-state-legislature-to-his-father-reporting-on-life-in-gold-rush-california-to


 

Bateman arrived in 
California after 
traveling through 
Missouri practicing 
phrenology and 
lecturing on 
chemistry, animal 
magnetism, and 
medicine. 
Unsatisfied with his 
progress in life, he 
joined the troops 
that were going to 
Santa Fe to fight in 
the Mexican War, after which, he settled in California and continued his ‘medical’ practice.  Bateman did 
not become a congressman, so apparently his political ambitions burned out after serving one term in the 
state legislature. 

The San Francisco Fire of May 1850 was the second conflagration to consume much of San Francisco, and 
it was far more destructive that their first, primarily because it destroyed real wood frame buildings rather 
than canvas tents and slap-dash shanties.  It began in the United States Exchange, a drinking and gambling 
house, early in the morning of 4 May, and by noon, three blocks of the city’s most valuable property had 
been destroyed. Historical records concur with Bateman’s estimated $4 million loss (over $41 million in 
today’s dollars).  

Subsequently a law was passed requiring all people to assist in fighting any fire that broke out in the city. 
If a person refused to help putting out the fire or removing goods to safety, they were to be fined between 
$5 and $100 (between $200 and $4,100 today). A second ordinance required every household to keep six 
water buckets at the ready. 

(For more information, see “Early History of the Sn Francisco Fire Department” at the Museum of the City 
of San Francisco website, “Great Fires: May 4, 1850” at the Guardians of the City website,  and online 
genealogical information at Ancestry.com and the Find-a-Grave website.) 

At the time of listing, there are no similar accounts of the great San Francisco fire of 1850 for sale in the 
trade, and the Rare Book Hub shows no others have ever appeared at auction. OCLC shows one similar 
letter is held by the Huntington, and a diary and journal with mention of the fire are held by Yale. 

$1,250     #10656  
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15. [DANCING – INVITATION] [EDUCATION – COLLEGE] [HOLIDAYS – 4TH OF JULY] [MILITARY – VMI] 

[PHILATELY]  [VIRGINIANA] 

1850 – An invitation to attend a Fourth of July “Cadets’ Anniversary Ball” at the Virginia Military Institute  

This stampless, folded invitation was sent by Cadet 
Fleming at the Virginia Military Institute to the Misses 
Ashline in Rivanna Mills, Fluvanna County, Virginia. It 
bears a circular Lexington postmark along with a “5” rate 
stamp, both in red.  In nice shape.  

The invitation, which measures 4.75” x 7.25”, is printed 
in gold ink on embossed paper. An American eagle, 
cannon, drum, and flags decorate the piece, and the text 
reads, 

“Virginia Military Institute / Cadets’ Anniversary Ball. / 
The pleasure of your Company is solicited at a / Military 
Ball / to be given by the corps of Cadets of the Virginia 
Military Institute, on the / Evening of the 4th of July, 
1850.” 

A list of the Ball’s Board of Managers appears below 
the text. 

It is signed “with Regards of Cadet Fleming 

VMI’s formal “Anniversary Balls” were major social 
events, not just for the cadets, but for the entire 
Lexington community. 

Cadet Fleming is almost certainly William Randolph 
Fleming of Pemberton, Virginia, the only cadet with that 
surname in attendance that year.   He graduated in 1852, 
and like many cadets of that time chose not to pursue a 
military career. However, during the Civil War, he 
enlisted in Company F, 4th Virginia Cavalry (the 
Goochland Light Dragoons) and was commissioned as a 
2d Lieutenant within a month on June 2, 1861, and 
promoted to 1st Lieutenant by September. As a member 
of that unit, he would have fought in the Battle of 
Williamsburg, the Seven Days' Battles, Second Bull Run 
the Maryland campaigns and at Fredericksburg, Kelly's Ford, Chancellorsville, Brandy Station, Gettysburg, 
Bristoe, the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, in the Shenandoah Valley and around Appomattox.  

The Sisters Ashlin that Fleming invited were the daughters, Mary (16), Cary (14), and, possibly Sarah (12), 
of Robert Ashin, a prominent businessman who assisted his brother in running a series of prosperous 
manufacturing, grist, and saw mills along the Rivanna River. 

(At the time of listing, no similar invitations are for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows no similar 
invitations have ever appeared at auction. OCLC locates two later invitations held by institutions, the 
University of Virginia and William & Mary.) 

SOLD #10668 



 

16. [FILIBUSTERING] [LAW – INTERNATIONAL] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – MEXICAN] [IMMIGRATION] 

1856 – Letter from an American in Mexico to prominent lawyer in Washington seeking assistance in 
resolving a claim in the turmoil that followed the overthrow of the dictator, Santa Anna, and suggesting 
the only way to resume order was for the “Anglo-Saxon race” to take control  

This three-page stampless folded letter 
was written on “feby 17, 1856” and sent 
“in care of [the] American Legation,” 
which, at the time was located in Mexico 
City, to the prominent Washington 
lawyer, James Mandeville Carlisle. It was 
sent through Vera Cruz, as attested to 
transit marking on the reverse, to New 
Orleans on one of  Charles Morgan’s 
steamships that carried mail on that 
route. There, it received a circular 
“Steamship / 10” rate stamp and a large 
New Orleans circular postmark, before 
being placed in the U.S. mail system. (A 
former owner has noted in pencil on the 
reverse that this is the only known strike 
of this New Orleans postmark to have 
been made in black ink.) The letter is in 
nice shape with some old tape repairs to 
splits along its mailing folds.  

The letter requests Carlisle, who was 
well-versed in international law, to aid in 
resolving a legal claim, perhaps in 
relation to a land dispute following the 
Gasdsen Purchase, which was common 
at the time, as well as suggesting that 
maybe it would be best if an “anglo-saxon” filibuster took control of the country. 

It reads in part: 

“On account of the continually disturbed state of this country, along which all communications between 
this place and Puebla has for some time been interrupted I greatly fear that my last letter . . . has not 
reached you. . .. My presence in this city [regarding] a claim [has gone unanswered] due chiefly to the 
inactivity of our Minister, who, without any instructions of the State Department, declines incurring any 
responsibility himself in pushing the claim. . .. What I wish to effect . . . is an acknowledgement of the 
debt [but] it is useless for me to say anymore. . .. 

“The political state of this country has changed very little, since the ‘pronunciados’ took Puebla, some 
three weeks ago, and which they still occupy. Here Congress is going to meet very shortly, most of the 
Deputados are liberals and even red republicans. Several important measures concerning freedom of 
religion, immigration and the property of the clergy are said to be ready to be laid before it which will be 
adopted. . .. In almost all the streets leading to the ‘gran plaza; and the palace strong barricades are being 
built . . . it is rumored that strong opposition is feared on the part of the clergy. The present government 
it seems, has the best intentions, nevertheless I fear it will not last long. . ..”In my opinion this otherwise 
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rich and beautiful 
country is going to 
ruins, and will only be 
able to show what it is 
capable of producing 
after the anglo-saxon 
race takes the 
management of affairs 
here, and others, 
though of the same 
opinion, are from 
national pride 
prevented to say so. . ..” 

General Antonio López 
de Santa Anna ruled as 
the dictator of Mexico 
from 1853 until 1855. His authoritarian rule and especially his sale of the Mesilla Valley (the Gadsden 
Purchase) to the United States led to widespread revolt, resulting in his final exile, after which competing 
conservative and liberal factions fought for control of the government.  La Reforma, the liberals, had 
recently seized control of Puebla at the time of this letter.  

A filibuster was a private individual who engaged in an unauthorized foreign military expedition to foster, 
incite,  or support a rebellion or insurrection in an unstable nation, most often a former Spanish Colony in 
the Americas, with the goal of establishing a regime that would serve the interests of U.S. citizens.  The 
most notable filibuster was William Walker who unsuccessfully attempted to take over western Mexico 
and Nicaragua in the 1850s.  

(For more information see, Irion and Ball’s “The New York and the Josephine: Two Steamships of the 
Charles Morgan Line” at the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement’s website, “Steamer Texas in Quarantine” in the 3 Sep 1856 edition of the New York Times, 
an annotation to the Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 4 in the University of Michigan Library’s  
Digital Collections, “The Long Shadow: Mexico’s Reforma” in Voekel’s For God and Liberty: Catholicism and 
Revolution in the Atlantic World, 1790-1861, Bancroft’s History of Mexico, and genealogical records at 
Ancestry.com.) 

$1,250  #10657 
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17. [LOVE] [PHILATELY] [SOCIAL MORES] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

Early 1860s – A letter from “N. M. G.”. to a friend, Clarissa, describing Yalesville, Connecticut  social life 
including an emotional but non-sexual sleeping relationship with a friend, Ollie 

This three-page letter is datelined “Yalesville, August.” It 
was written in a female hand by “N.M.G.” and the content 
also suggests the writer was a young woman. It is 
enclosed in an enveloped franked with a 3-cent 
Washington stamp that bears a circular Wallingford, 
Connecticut post mark dated August 9.  This stamp’s use 
was ubiquitous during the Civil War, between 1861 and 
1865.  In nice shape. 

The letter reads in part: 

“Ant Min has gone to West Haven to stay 4 days. 
Narrissa Dixon is staying with me last night all the boys 
and girls came down and we had quite a little party had 
a bully time you know what that is. 

“Mary Dixon has gone to Mass, so poor George may 
never see her again she has gone with James to work in 
the shop in Shelbern (Shelburne) Falls. . ..   

“I have got some bully poetry to show you when you 
come I come home it is not fit for a hog to read but 
never mind we like poetry . . . 

“Have you got work in the shop now I hired out to Isaac 
Geralds in the spoon shop . . . 

“You ask me if I had a good time sleeping with Ollie’s 
shirt – I finely did not sleep with it for it would be 
nothing but an aggravation, don’t you think so, I had 
rather sleep with him a darn sight for he is as gentle and 
harmless as a lamb I know he is by sad experience he is 
purity in my eye you know what that is well I guess I 
have written enough of this foolish nonsense & will tell  
you the rest when I come . . . 

“I went out to Bethany after berries [with] Ellen Geralds, and Mrs J. & Lenay Allen  and Ella Andres Alic A 
& Ollie and Topsy Garrie we had a first rate time. . .. 

“I have a good will to say s—t for it has commence to rain and I want to go off hooking apples to night. . 
.. I will send some when I hook them and Ollie’s a good boy he bringed me his pocketful of peaches last 
night don’t you wish you was me.” 

It’s possible that N.M.G. might have been a young man, but that would only serve to make a loving, but 
unconsummated relationship with Ollie more interesting.   

Regardless, this letter provides a fascinating description of the social life of young New Englanders who 
could not have cared less about the Civil War that was tearing the country apart. 

SOLD     #10658     



 

18. [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR & FENIAN RAIDS]  

1865-1902 -  An archive related to John W. Finch, a soldier from Ontario who fought in the American 
Civil War with a Michigan regiment, defended western Canada from Fenian Raids as a militiaman, and 
spent the remainder of his life living in both countries 

This archive consists of fourteen items:  

1. 14 March 1865 – An envelope with an enclosed 
letter sent to Finch by his sister in Canada while he 
was serving in Company C, 22nd Michigan Infantry. 
The envelope bears a St. Mary’s, C.W. (Canada 
West) circular postmark and a straight-line 
handstamp reading “Canada – 10 – Cents”, the full 
postage rate. It also bears a rare oval handstamp 
that reads, “Paid By / U. S. / Sanitary Com.” 
Postmark, which, in this case, indicated that the 
Sanitary Commission assisted in delivering the 
mail, not that it was a paid postage charge. 

2-5. 26 July 1865 – An envelope addressed to Finch at “General Hospital No. 1 / Ward 2 Room 2 / 
Tullahoma Tenn” bears a 3-cent Washington stamp (Scott #65) with a manuscript Jeddo, Michigan 
postmark dated 26 July 1865. Although the war had ended, Fitch was likely hospitalized for a liver 
condition that would plague him for the rest of his life. Three items are enclosed in the envelope: a short 
note concerning mail forwarding, a short note from Finch requesting reading material, and a prescription 
written on fancy druggist form from Port Huron, Michigan for quinine sulfate and camphor aqua. 

6. 7 June 1869 – An envelope, missing its stamp, with an enclosed letter that was sent by and returned 
to Finch at Port Sarnia trying to determine if his Civil War bounty money had yet been received; it had 
not. 

7. 18 June 1874 – An envelope [stamp missing] with an enclosed letter sent to Finch at Port Sarnia from 
his brother in London, Ontario regarding property, farming, and children. 

8. 1 November 1874 – An envelope [stamp missing] with an enclosed letter sent to Finch at Port Sarnia 
from his brother in London, Ontario, regarding their sister making arrangement for their mother’s 
tombstone without consultation, and her accusation that he had stolen $400 from the estate. 

9. 27 May [1881] – A U.S. postal card (Scott UX7) sent from Suffolk, VA to A.E. Finch at Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. It notes that although his health was not improving, he still planned on moving, perhaps after a 
short visit to Washington. 

10. 9 April 1882 – An envelope with an enclosed religious, family letter sent to Finch in Suffolk, Virginia 
from a relative in Canada. It bears a 3-cent orange Queen Elizabeth stamp cancelled with an indistinct 
Sarnia postmark. 

11. 27 December 1901 – A application for a Militia of Canada medal recognizing service during the Fenian 
Raid of 1866 or 1870, or the Red River Expedition that was completed by Finch on 1 December 1901.  

In the application, Finch lists his address as Evart, Michigan. He reports that he served on active service 
between 1866 and 1870 at Sarnia, Ontario “Guarding the Frontier” against expected attacks by the 
Fenians. 



 

His service is confirmed by declarations from two 
“Comrades” both officers who formerly served with him at 
the time. 

12. 1 April 1902 – A letter from the Medals Claim Board 
informing Finch that his application was not approved because 
one of the officers listed in General Orders 63 of 1898 did not 
recommend it. This is followed by an endorsement from the 
Commander of the 27th Regiment rebutting the Board’s claim, 
stating that approval was, in fact, “recommended by one of the 
Officers identified in those General Orders. 

13. 24 April 1902 – A letter from the District Officer 
Commanding to the Commander of the 27th Regiment, 
expressing incredulity that the medal was not approved, 
directing him to revise and resubmit the application. 

“It is somewhat extraordinary the Mr. Finch was “on active 
service from 1866 to 1870” . . . he has sworn to it, and Mr. 
Kenny has sworn to it, and two officers of superior rank have 
apparently accepted that and forwarded it. 

“You will therefore kindly be good enough to report upon the 
above remarks and amend the Application accordingly. . ..” 

14. Undated, a blank copy of the Militia of Canada Application 
or Medal. 

The Fenian Brotherhood was a secret society founded in New York which was well received by the 20,000 
Irish immigrants living in Chicago despite condemnation by the Catholic Church as a violent secret society. 
The Civil War proved a boon to the Fenians, who rallied Irish-Americans to the Union cause by linking the 
American South to England and promising that army training and experience would be eventually used to 
attack British interests in Canada.  Following the war, the Fenian military units mounted several failed raids 
into Canada, after which the movement lost steam.  

John W. Finch, from the Canadian border city of Sarnia, across the river form Port Huron, Michigan, enlisted 
in the 22nd Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment and served honorably until the end of the war. His 
wartime diary is held by the University of North Carolina. Following the war, he returned to Canada and 
as part of Ontario’s militia system, guarded the Michigan-Ontario border against Fenian attacks. He later 
returned to the United States, but occasionally also spent time in Canada. 

(For more information, see “'Scallions, pikes and bog oak ornaments': The Irish Republican Brotherhood 
and the Chicago Fenian Fair, 1864” in Studia Hibernica No 29, “The Chicago Volunteers” at the Canadian 
Genealogy website, and “The Tribune and Bishop Duggan” available online, “The Fenian Raids” at the 
Canadian War Museum website, and genealogical records at Ancestry.com.) 

Original source Fenian Raid material from Irish-Americans Civil War Veterans who attacked Canada, is 
scarce. Original source material from Canadians who emigrated to the United States, fought in the Civil 
War, and returned to Canada to help repulse the Fenians is incredibly rare; this may be the only extant 
example. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows nothing 
similar has ever appeared at auction, and OCLC shows nothing similar is held by any institution.   

SOLD  #10659     



 

19. [CALIFORNIANA] [EDUCATION – COLLEGE] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1880 – A letter from a young woman attending Mills Seminary, shortly before it was chartered as Mills 
College, the first woman’s college west of the Rockies 

This eight-page letter was written by Elva C. King at  Mills Seminary 
for Young Women in Oakland, California on May 18th, 1880 to an 
old school friend with whom she had not corresponed in years. In 
nice shape. 

It reads in part: 

“I supposed you had forgotten me years ago. . .. I can not help 
wondering if you have changed other than being a dignified 
young lady instead of a frolicsome girl. . .. I expect you have 
finished school . . . but I am still studying.  Two years ago last 
January I came to Mills, partly because I needed a change of 
climate and this agrees with me so much better than that of 
Napa Co., and partly because I was anxious to take the regular 
seminary course and graduate. I have been getting along very 
well . . . and in a little over two months [will] enter the senior 
class & will probably finish in a year from this month.  I took 
instrumental music for a short time, but concluded I was only 
wasting my time. . .. I am now however taking singing lessons 
and [have received] some encouragement, though I have not a 
strong voice. Our commencement exercises take place next 
Thursday [with] but fifteen graduates, a much smaller class than usual. They are very busy . . . preparing 
their essays, and the rest of us are kept occupied with final examinations.  I have not been to St. Helena 
for five months so you can imagine I am longing to get home. . .. 

“I am glad you have all been well since you left California & hope God may continue that blessing. . ..  I 
think you would be surprised were you to return to St. Helena to find how few changes have taken place. 
. .. A few dwellings have been put up recently but those are on the Calistoga road. . ..  Grandpa continues 
to improve his place. . .. He planted out more grape cuttings, so you can imagine some manufacturies 
are still in a flourishing condition. . .. I came near forgetting to tell you of the new route to St. Helena 
from San Francisco. The boat has been dispensed with and we now go up by rail through Berkely and 
along the Bay. . .. 

“I suppose you remember Alice McPike. . .. She was here at school for a short time, but left to go East 
and has not continued any of her study since her return. . .. 

“Mamie, I beg you will not severely criticize this letter for you know a school girl’s time is not her own 
[and] I have to write hurriedly. . ..”   

Mills Seminary was founded in 1852 as the Young Ladies Seminary of Bernicia by a group of citizens and 
led by Mary Atkins, to educate the daughters of California's early miners and merchants. It was purchased 
by missionaries in 1865 and renamed Mills Seminary. By 1871, the student population could no longer be 
accommodated, so the school relocated to larger facilities in Oakland. It was formally recharted as Mills 
College in 1885, less than five years after Elva wrote this letter.  Although today it is a coeducational 
component of Northeastern University, it is still committed to preparing women to become leaders after 
graduation. 

$150 #10660  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010660/elva-c-king/1880-a-letter-from-a-young-woman-attending-mills-seminary-shortly-before-it-was-chartered-as-mills
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010660/elva-c-king/1880-a-letter-from-a-young-woman-attending-mills-seminary-shortly-before-it-was-chartered-as-mills


 

20. [ADVERTISING – COVERS & HANDBILLS] [MAPS] [TRANSPORTATION – RAILROADS] [TUNNELS] 
[PHILATELY] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] 

1892 – Promotional material for an ambitious, but scandal plagued and ultimately unsuccessful, attempt 
to build a railroad tunnel through the Rocky Mountains to expedite transcontinental railroad service 

There are three promotional items for the Atlantic-Pacific 
Railway Company in this lot:  

An 1892 advertising cover for the company featuring an 
illustration of the Pulitzer Building in New York City, where 
its company headquarters were located. In nice shape. 

A postcard-sized information card featuring a map of the 
proposed Denver Apex and Western Railway tunnel 
through the mountains, which would have cut the 
distance  from the Missouri River to the Pacific Coast by 
233 miles.  In nice shape 

A long broadside (5.25” x 16”) featuring two illustrations: 
the same cross-sectional diagram that is on the map card 
and map of the United States showing the location of 
people who had already invested in the project. In nice 
shape with some mailing folds. 

The broadside text includes detailed information about 
the company and its proposed tunnel. The company was 
incorporated in 1894 to build a tunnel “straight through 
the backbone of the Rocky Mountains” that would be over 25,200 feet long, 40 feet wide and 20 feet 
deep, large enough to allow for a double-track, with sidings to allow “running cars into and out of the 
veins of gold, silver and lead ore. 

A description of the stock offering: 700,000 shares with a par value of $10 each, an explanation of how 
to purchase 8 percent bond and other ownership and financial information. 

The president of the company, Mark M. “Brick” Pomeroy, signed the broadside in print 

While Pomeroy was prospecting in the Rocky Mountains, he realized that the distance through the Great 
Divide under Mount Kelso would need to be no more than five miles long. This would provide Denver with 
a gateway to the Pacific and shorten the railway distance between Denver and Salt Lake City by more than 
250 miles. A tunnel through these mountains would also provide Denver with a gateway through the 
Rockies and shorten the railway distance between Denver and Salt Lake City by more than two hundred 
and fifty miles. Legal and financial problems forced the company into foreclosure in 1883. In 1884 a new 
company was organized under the name of the Atlantic-Pacific Railway Company. Disgruntled investors 
suggested Pomeroy was guilty of fraud, and although not convicted, he died in poverty in 1896.  

(For more information, see “Atlantic-Pacific Railway Tunnel Company - Colorado 1885” at the Scripophily 
website, Map of the Atlantic-Pacific Railway Tunnel and the Denver, Apex and Western Ry. at the 
Rudderman Rare Maps website, and “Atlantic-Pacific Tunnel” at the Mines Repository website.) 

Stock certificates from the company occasionally appear for sale on ebay or at auctions. Promotional 
material like this lot is much less common. 

$350 #10661   
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21. [FOOD & DRINK] [MEDICINE – PATENT] [MUSEUMS] [PHILATELY] [VIRGINIANA] 

1900 – Envelope from one of the best-selling patent medicines of all time that transitioned into a food 
condiment after the Food and Drug Administration stepped in 

This business envelope bears the printed return address of 
Valentine’s Meat-Juice Company of Richmond, Virgina. It was 
sent from Richmond to the Director of the Private Maternity 
Hospital of Berlin, Germany. It is franked with a 5-cent Grant 
stamp (Scott #281) that has been canceled with a Barry Postal 
Supply Company machine postmark, dated 21 February 1900. 
The reverse is filled with assorted postal labels, handstamps 
in various colors, and manuscript annotations related to its 
delivery despite having an insufficient address.  In nice shape. 

In downtown Richmond, Mann S. Valentine II, a prosperous 
merchant lived with his family in a large neoclassical home. In 
1870, his wife, Anne Maria fell ill from a “severe and 
protracted derangement of the organs of digestion,” that 
prevented her from eating solid food.  Doctors had given up 
on curing Anne Maria, so Valentine took it upon himself to 
concoct his own highly concentrated protein and iron tonic 
which he distilled from a mix of eggs and beef broth. It worked wonders.  

Valentine, ever a merchant, began to create more, which sold well in his store. Seeing the possibility of 
ever-increasing sales, he began to canvass local, then regional, then nationally known physicians for their 
endorsements. Some replied with glowing reviews reporting they used it effectively, not just as a 
nutritional supplement, but as a treatment for everything from nausea to dysentery and cholera. Valentine 
began to publish these reviews in advertisements and business boomed. He took his meat juice to the 
International Paris Exposition in 1878 and introduced it to a global market. Recognizing the importance of 
physician recommendations, Valentine began to contact European doctors for their endorsements. This 
envelope was, no doubt, used for that purpose. 

In 1906, the newly created Food and Drug Administration began its crackdown on patent medicines. Seeing 
the writing on the wall, Valentine stopped promoting his meat juice as a curative and began to market it 
as a cooking supplement for flavoring various dishes.  As such, it was even more popular than medicine 
and became a staple on grocery store shelves throughout the country for years until demand finally wore 
off, and the factory, located at Brook Road and Chamberlayne Avenue shut its doors.  

Valentine amassed a fortune during the last quarter of the 19th century and became an inveterate collector 
of art and artifacts. In his will, he provided a large endowment to establish a museum to house his 
collection, and it, much expanded, continues in operation as the famed Valentine Museum in Richmond. 

(For more information, see “The history of Valentine’s Meat Juice” at the RIC Today website and 
Castellano’s “In the 1800s, Valentine’s Meant a Bottle of Meat Juice” at the Atlas Obscura website.) 

Old meat juice bottles are frequently sold on eBay or encountered in antique malls. Company envelopes 
used to request endorsements from domestic physician endorsements occasionally appear on ebay or in 
philatelic auctions.  Evidence of Valentines attempts to secure international professional 
recommendations are seldom encountered; this is the first we have seen. 

$100 #10662   
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22. [PHOTOGRAPHS – LOCOMOTIVES] [TRANSPORTATION – RAILROADS} 

1901-1953  – A binder filled with over 70 manufacturer’s photographs of steam and diesel locomotives 
built by the legendary American Locomotive Company (ALCO) along with photostatic and one original 
specification cards 

The American Locomotive Company (ALCO) operated 
from 1901 to 1969, initially specializing in the production 
of steam locomotives but later diversifying and fabricating 
at various times diesel locomotives, generators, 
automobiles, steel, tanks, munitions, oil-production 
equipment, as well as heat exchangers for nuclear power 
plants.  It was formed by the merger of seven locomotive 
manufacturers and Schenectady Locomotive Engine 
Manufactory of Schenectady, New York. After World War 
II, the company closed all of its manufacturing plants 
except those in Schenectady and Montreal. All are in nice 
shape. 

There are ten pages of steam locomotives. The first is 0-
6-0 switch engine built in 1901 for the Oregon Short Line. 
Others include a 2-6-0 Mogul built for Lawrence Tennure 
& Company, a 0-600T saddle tank engine build for the 
Mesabi Iron Company, a 2-8-0 Consolidation built for the 
Cuba Can Sugar Company, and the greatest of all 
locomotives, a 4-8-8-4 Big Boy built for the Union Pacific 

The remainder of the pages show a variety of diesel cab 
locomotive models from and even wider variety of railroad 
lines including: the Birmingham Southern, Boston & 
Maine, Canadian Pacific, Chesapeake & Ohio, Chicago 
Great Western, Delaware & Hudson, Consolidated 
Railways of Cuba Detroit & Mackinac, Green Bay & 
Western, Hoosier Line, Kennecott Copper, Lake Superior & 
Ishpeming, Louisville & Nashville, New Haven, New York 
Central, North Western, Portuguese Railways, Reading, Rio 
Grande, Rock Island, St. Louis – Southwestern, St. Mary’s, 
Santa Fe, Seaboard, Soo Line, Southern, Tennessee Central, 
Union Pacific, Youngstown & Northern, and many more. 

These pages were compiled by Charles G. Berkemeyer and 
were once part of the Garen State Railroad Collection.  

A superb reference collection. Especially great for a rail 
fan or model railroader. 

$850 #10663    
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23. [PHOTOGRAPHS – LOCOMOTIVES] [TRANSPORTATION – RAILROADS} 

1923-1930  – A binder filled with 33 items related to Oil-Electric Locomotives including company 
photographs, photostatic specification cards, promotional letters, and contemporary technical and 
popular articles. 

Of the 33 items, all of which are in nice shape, there are 

Eight American Locomotive Company (ALC)-Ingersoll 
Rand-General Electric  manufacturer’s photographs 
accompanied by photostatic specification cards 

Ten 8”x10” photographs of locomotive components from 
the Ingersoll-Rand Company 

One 8”x10” photograph of a huge engine casting by 
Schipper Associates 

Three promotional letters from Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company 

Fourteen articles (mostly multi-page) from contemporary 
popular and technical railroad magazines and journals 
(“Early Diesel Locomotives” from Railway Age 1923, 
“New 60-Ton Oil Electric Locomotive Commissioned” 
from Oil Engine Power 1925,  “Oil Electric Locomotive 
Developing. . ..”  from Canadian Railway and Marine 
World 1926, “100-ton oil-electric locomotive” and 
“Locomotive and motor car orders in 1925” 
from Railway Mechanical Engineer 1926, 
“Switching Locomotive Built Jointly. . ..” 
from Railway Age 1927, “The Present 
Status of the Oil-Engine Locomotive” from 
The Locomotive Engineers Journal 1927, 
“Oil-Electric Locomotive Tested in 
Passenger Service” from Railway Age 1927, 
“A 660-Hp., 87-Ton, Oil-Electric Switching 
Locomotive” from Railway Age 1928, 
“Steel Plants Using Oil-Electric Engines” 
from The Iron Age 1928, and “Powerful Oil-
Electric Switching Engine” from Railway 
Journal 1930. 

Like the collection of steam and diesel 
locomotives described in #22 above, this binder was once part of the Garden State Railroad Collection and 
was probably complied by Charles G. Berkemeyer.  

A superb reference collection. Especially great for a rail fan or model railroader. 

$550 #10664   
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24. [EDUCATION – SUMMER CAMPS] [SPORTS – WATER] [TRAVEL – CAPE COD]  

1932-1935 – Three years of letters from a young boy written while at the first nautical summer camp on 
Cape Cod. 

This correspondence includes seven letters 
written over three summers (1932-1934) by Ben 
Perkins from Bonnie Dune Nautical Camp in South 
Dennis, Massachusetts, for boys to his parents at 
either Gramby or Holyoke, Massachusetts. Six of 
the letters are in their original mailing envelopes, 
two of which have had their stamps torn from the 
right corner in accordance with Ben’s instructions 
to “Save the Stamps.” Also, included is a two-page 
memo “To Parents of Bonnie Dune Campers, 
Season 1932”.   

The memo includes instructions regarding transportation to camp, baggage, equipment, homesickness, 
food and candy, spending money, physical history, and visitors. 

From Ben’s writing, it appears that he was probably between the ages of eight to twelve when he attended 
this camp.  The letters include affection for his parents, excitement about camp events, and his daily 
routine.  

The letters read in part: 

“Mother and Daddy I will send you a present in a few days and Daddy I will make a Billfold. I just came 
back from the trip to Avalon. . .. Supper will be . . . peanut and jam and milk, and cracker. . ... 

“Last night we have topsy turvy night we play game then we went to the Jetty for supper. . .. You may 
come to camp in August we got a new motor boat. . .. 

“I came back from the back shore last night it. . . the coast guard man came down and helped us. . .. 
Some of the girls came from Chaqueaset. . ..  Yesterday we went over the Eastham to see the whales on 
the beach. There were about 80 of them. There was a sailboat race, and one of them tip over. . .. This 
afternoon we are going over the flax pond for a bath. I am going to make a puzzle tonight. . .. 

“On Thursday there was a [cruise] to Martha’s Vineyard, and stayed that night. The Next day we went 
over to Wood’s Hoel. We came home Friday night. Saturday the camp went down river to the Bass River 
Water-meet. . .. When I come home I am going to make the sailboat [I drew at the bottom of this letter.] 

“Camp is over on the 26. . .. On Friday night they are going to have the banquet. . ..” 

Camp Bonnie Dune was the first boys’ summer camp to open on Camp Cod. It was founded in 1917 by Mr. 
and Mrs. Dwight Rogers and staffed by the son and daughter. The main camp building was located in a 
refurbished old sea captain’s home. The couple also ran a nautical girls’ camp, Camp Chequesett, in a full-
rigged ship anchored in Wellfleet Bay.   

William F. Buckley attended Bonnie Dune where he developed a life-long taste for peanut butter. (The 
Renaissance (July 1938). “The discovery at Camp Bonnie Dune, on the Bass River, Cape Cod, of peanut 
butter and raspberry jam on a cracker.” (For more information about the camp, see contemporary news 
articles and advertisements available on line.) 

A charming record of a well-to-do boy’s life at an early New England summer camp. 

$250  #10665   
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Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of  

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books. 

---------- 

We hope you can visit us in-person at one of our live shows this year, including 

Florida Antiquarian Book & Paper Fair - 7-8 March at the St. Petersburg Coliseum  

Ephemera 46 – 21-22 March at the Old Greenwich, Connecticut Hyatt Regency Hotel 

Springfield (Virginia) Philatelic Exhibition – 28-29 March at John R. Lewis High School 

Allentown Paper Fair – 25 April at the Allentown, Pennsylvania Fairgrounds (possibly) 

Boston 2026, World Philatelic Expo – 23-26 May at the Boston Convention Center 
(Don’t miss this one even if you’re not a philatelist. The ABAA’s New York Show pales in 

comparison to these events. We’ll be in Booth 556.) 

 

https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary


 

 


