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6. 1848-1882 – A small, but important, archive related to the American Peace Society, an important 
pacifist, anti-war organization in the first half of the 19th century that squandered its credibility by 
endorsing the Union cause during the American Civil War and lost what little it had left by advocating 
for  U.S. involvement in World War One and its subsequent opposition to the League of Nations 

Kurt A. Sanftleben, ABAA and ASDA 
  Paper Americana and Postal History 

Catalog 25-7 – November 2025 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010583/1848-1882-a-small-but-important-archive-related-to-the-american-peace-society-an-important


 

Diaries, Journals, Correspondence, Photographs and Ephemera  

We specialize in unique original source items that provide collectors and researchers insight into 
American history, society, and culture while telling stories within themselves. Although we love large 
archives, usually our offerings are much smaller in scope; one of our regular institutional customers calls 
them “microhistories.”   

This primary source material enlivens collections and provides students, faculty, and other researchers 
with details to invigorate otherwise dry theses, dissertations, and publications. Competitive philatelic 
exhibitors often purchase our ephemeral material to provide additional ‘pop’ to their thematic, topical, 
postal history, and especially international open exhibits. 

Terms of Sale  

Prices are in U.S dollars. When applicable, we charge sales tax. Unless otherwise stated, standard 
domestic shipping is free. International shipping charges vary. All shipments are sent insured at no 
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France or Germany due to the burden of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) registration. 
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# or first image associated with a listing. This will open a link where you can complete your purchase 
using PayPal. We also accept credit cards via Square, checks, and money orders. Money transfers via 
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Reciprocal trade discounts are offered to dealers who are members of the ABAA, IOBA, ILAB, ASDA, and 
NSDA, as well as APS Dealer Members and members of the Abebooks, Biblio, and Alibris selling 
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prepay. We appreciate institutional constraints when it comes to complying with acquisition rules, 
dealing with foundations, and courting donors, so we are always willing to hold items for a reasonable 
time for you to meet organizational purchasing, funding, and billing requirements. 

Any item may be returned for a full refund for any reason if the return is initiated within ten days of a 
purchaser’s receipt and if the item arrives back to us in the same condition as when originally shipped. 
Prior notice of any return is appreciated. Return shipping costs will be paid by the buyer. All items are 
guaranteed as described. If a recognized authority finds an item or signature not to be genuine, the 
original purchaser may return the item at any time for a full refund including all shipping costs.  
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1. [CRIME - EMBEZZLEMENT] [FINANCE – IMLAY CERTIFICATES] 

1786 – A warrant for the arrest of a constable for the embezzlement of over £500 of tax money collected 
from citizens of a Connecticut town. 

This 8.5” x 13.25” partially printed warrant from Hartford County, 
Connecticut, is dated March 13, 1786,  and was signed by the 
county treasurer, John Lawrence. Emblazoned with the 2” x 2.25” 
seal of the State of Connecticut centered at the top. The 
document directs Sheriff of Hartford County to execute the 
warrant. In nice shape with some edgewear. Three beginning fold-
splits have been reinforced with archival document repair tape on 
the reverse.   

The document accuses Benjamin Sheldon, a constable, of keeping 
taxes collected from local citizens. It reads in part 

“Whereas Benjamin Sheldon who was Constable of the Town of 

Suffield in the County of Hartford and Collector of the State Tax 

for Said Town .  . . in the Year 1783 & 1784 has neglected to make 

Payment of . . . Taxes . . . amounting to the Sum of Five Hundred 

Eighty Seven pounds, Sixteen shillings and one penny with 

Interest included on payments made [in] Lawful Money. . .. By 

the authority of the State of Connecticut, [I] command you that 

of the Money of the said Benjamin Sheldon or of his Goods or Chattels within you Precincts, you cause 

to be levied, and the same being disposed of as the Law directs, paid and satisfied unto the Treasurer of 

this State . . . the aforesaid Sum of £587 . 16 . 1. . .. And for want of such Money, Goods and Chattels of 

the said Benjamin Sheldon . . . you are hereby commanded to take the Body of the said Benjamin Sheldon 

and him commit unto the Keeper of the Gaol in Hartford [and] within the said Prison [and] safely keep 

until he pay the Select-Men of the said Town of Suffield the full Sums of above mentioned.” 

Docketing on the reverse shows that while Sheldon was incarcerated, he made payments to refund the 

money he embezzled and that by the 25th of November 1786, he was released having made full restitution 

“Recd the full of this Execution as will appear by my book – J Lawrence Treasurer” 

At the bottom the form, Lawrence has indicated that some of the missing funds were “to be paid in hard 

money, [some] in Bills of this State, [some] in Pay Table Orders, [and the] Remainder in Certificates.” These 

certificates would have  been “United States Loan Office” financial documents, signed by William Imlay, 

Connecticut’s commissioner of loans from 1780 until 1807, directly related to the state’s assumption of a 

share of federal Revolutionary War debt.  

[For more information, see notes accompanying Imlay correspondence held by the National Archives.] 

Very scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows that 

one other similar warrant signed by Lawrence sold at auction in 2021. OCLC shows no executed forms are 

held by institutions; however Brown University and the Library Company of Philadelphia hold blank forms. 

$450 #10578   

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010578/accusation-against-benjamin-sheldon/1786-a-warrant-for-the-arrest-of-a-constable-for-the-embezzlement-of-over-500-of-tax-money-collected
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010578/accusation-against-benjamin-sheldon/1786-a-warrant-for-the-arrest-of-a-constable-for-the-embezzlement-of-over-500-of-tax-money-collected


 

2. [AUTOGRAPHS – MAHLON DICKERSON] [FINANCE – PUBLIC WORKS] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – STATE] 
[TRANSPORTATION – CANALS & RAILROADS] 

1829 – A letter from New Jersey Senator Mahlon Dickerson explaining his fear that opponents will likely 
thwart the building of the Delaware & Raritan Canal  

This free-franked stampless letter signed by Senator 
Mahlon Dickerson measures 15.5” x 9.75” unfolded.  It is 
datelined “Washington 12th Feby. 1829” and was sent to 
James Parker, the Collector of the Port of New Jersey at 
Perth Amboy. It bears a circular Washington City postmark 
dated the same day. In nice shape. 

The letter reads in part: 

“The Legislature of New Jersey are about to pass if they 
have not already passed an act for making the Delaware 
& Raritan Canal to be suspended . . . until Congress shall 
subscribe 500,000 Dols for that purpose. . .. I wrote to the 
Governor the passage of this bill might be considered as 
an indefinite postponement of the whole concern. It will 
be years before we can obtain a subscription to the 
amount under current circumstances. . .. 

“I will use my utmost endeavors to accomplish the wish of 
the Legislature on this subject – but I consider the passage 
of the bill as reported a serious misfortune to the state. . ..” 

The intended purpose of the canal was to provide expedited shipping through New Jersey between New 
York City and Philadelphia, specifically for the transportation of eastern Pennsylvania anthracite coal.  
Many miles and hundreds of hours would be cut from the existing route from the Pennsylvania coal region 
down the Delaware, around Cape May, and up the occasionally treacherous Atlantic Ocean coast to New 
York City. 

The route was strongly opposed by politically powerful riverbank property owners, especially those who 
owned mills, who feared increased river traffic would impede their livelihood. Surprisingly, after years of 
opposition, the legislature granted a charter to the canal a year later, however most of its funding was 
required to come from private sources. Just when it appeared all private sources had dried up, Robert F. 
Stockton pledged his immense family fortune as collateral and work began in earnest. The canal was 
almost entirely dug by Irish immigrants using hand tools. It wasn’t completed in 1834, at a cost of nearly 
$3 million (about $90 million in today’s dollars). Its heaviest use occurred between 1850 and 1870 when 
Pennsylvania coal fueled America’s industrial revolution. 

(For more information, see "The Delaware & Raritan Canal: The Past, The Present and the Promise" at The 
College of New Jersey website.) 

A unique firsthand account of some of the politics related to the building of the canal, made all the more 
interesting by the senatorial autograph of Mahlon Dickerson, who also served as a New Jersey Governor, 
the Secretary of the Navy, and a United States District Court Judge.  At the time of listing, nothing similar 
is for sale in the trade, the Rare Book Hub shows nothing similar has appeared at auction, and OCLC shows 
no records of similar institutional holdings. 

$250 #10579    
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3. [DISEASE – CHOLERA] [MARITIME] [MILITARY – PACIFIC SQUADRON] [PHILATELY] 

1833 – A letter from a Navy Surgeon assigned to the U. S. Navy’s Pacific Squadron to his mother 
expressing concern about Cholera and describing life in Lambayeque, Peru 

This three-page stampless folded letter measures 16” x 12.5” 
unfolded. It was sent by William S. W. Ruschenberger, the fleet 
surgeon for the U. S. Navy’s Pacific Squadron. It is dated April 
19th, 1833, and at the time, Ruschenberger was temporarily 
aboard the U.S.S. Falmouth at Callao, Peru’s principal seaport. 
The letter was sent via a ship returning to the United States and 
upon its arrival in Baltimore, it was stamped with a circular 17 
September receiving postmark and “SHIP” hand stamp. It bears 
a manuscript rate marking of 27 cents, the cost to forward a 
double-rate letter to Philadelphia plus a two-cent ship letter fee.  
In nice shape. (The double-rate fee and the text of the letter 
suggest that a second letter sheet was originally enclosed but is 
no longer present.)  A transcript will be included. 

In this letter, Ruschenberger describes Lambayeque, a port city 
in northern Peru, his port of call before arriving in Callao Roads, 
Lima’s port and especially his encounters with locals including a 
woman attempting to pray while being harassed by stray dogs 
and the local custom for women to go bare-breasted during the 
heat of the day.  

“She, however, continued her devotions, occasionally looking vengeance at the curs, and at once relaxing 
her countenance to profess devotional longitude. She was concluding an ‘ave’ with “Bendito sea Dios’ 
‘Go be praised’ when one of the dogs leaped against her. This was too much for her equanimity, and she 
cried in an angry but subdued tone; ‘zafa perro’ ‘get out dog” two or three times, but the cur was 
obstinate and she was at last forced to strike at him with her rosary. . .. 

“About one o’clock [I] paid a visit to a visit to a native family. The lady made her appearance with her 
dress loose, and her shoulders and bosom bare, and her hair hanging down her back. She, however, is 
no singular, for the ladies of this place pass the morning in this sort of undress on account of the heat. 
Our conversation was the same that usually takes place on the first visit in every town and society which 
I have seen in S. America. “Hace mucho calor” – it is very warm: said the old lady – A gentleman observed 
most philosophically, “Es verdad – pero es la fruta de la estacion” – “That is true – but it is the fruit of 
the season”  After exhausting the subject, always speaking of the advantages of bathing, the comparative 
facility of learning languages fount the next topic; and if the young ladies do not much make their 
appearance it is because they are “freinandose.” [restraining themselves by] dressing their hair. . ..” 

Ruschenberger was in complete agreement about Lambayeque’s heat, and he also related its difficulties 
in dealing with regular river floods. 

“The heat kept us in the house till five o’ clock in the afternoon. We then walked through the town, and 
crossed the river which runs on its north side. It is about a hundred feet wide and from ten to fourteen 
feet in depth. The current is not strong, though , from heavy rains in the mountains, it sometimes swells 
and overflows the town and adjoining lands. In 1828 a large hospital near it was almost entirely 
destroyed and the streets were navigated by canoes during several days. The bridge is built of reeds 
covered with earth and supported by piles of stanchions of Algarrobo wood. Some of these have been 
in the water more than a hundred years, and are not so hard that a common axe will not cut them.” 



 

He also thanks his mother for providing medical 
pamphlets and articles relating to Cholera.  

“I recd the pamphlets on the Cholera. Dr. Hopkinson’s 
paper I had seen before in one of the journals, and I 
think it the best I have seen – and I have at least three 
hundred articles on the subject [and]  and return my 
thanks to Dr. Elkington for collecting the pamphlets on 
Cholera.”  

And, before closing, Ruschenberger notes that he will 
‘soon’ return home. 

“It is reported that we are to sail for the U. States next 
Janry – in that case  we shall be at home in April or May 
next.” 

Ruscherberger enlisted in the Navy in 1826 as a 
surgeon’s mate, and set to sea aboard the USS 
Brandywine in Callao, Peru; Valparaiso, Chile; and Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. After receiving a medical degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania, he received a commission as 
a naval surgeon and was appointed to be the fleet 
surgeon of the U. S. Pacific Squadron while serving 
aboard the USS Peacock. In 1835, he became the fleet 
surgeon of the U. S. East Indian Squadron, again serving 
aboard the Peacock, and circumnavigated the world. 
After returning to the United States he was assigned to 
the Philadelphia Rendezvous, a training school for naval surgeons and surgeon’s mates, the Naval Asylum, 
and the Brooklyn Naval Hospital where he established a laboratory that focused solely upon creating drugs 
for use aboard naval vessels. Subsequently he repeatedly served as the fleet surgeon on cruises with the 
Pacific, Mediterranean, and East Indian Squadrons until the Civil War when he was placed in charge of the 
Boston Naval Hospital. Following the war, Ruscherberger was promoted to Commodore and became the 
Senior Medical Officer of the Navy, a position equivalent to the Navy’s Surgeon General today. He retired 
from the Navy in 1872, the first medical officer ever allowed to do so; previously the simply left the service.  

The United States established its Pacific Squadron in 1821, and at the time of this letter, it was charged 
with protecting American commerce off the coasts of North America, South America, and Hawaii. 
Ruscherberger’s interest in Cholera was no doubt piqued as, although it had not yet arrived in South 
America, merchant vessels had recently brought the disease to California in 1832.  

(For more information about Ruscherberger, see the finding aid for his papers, which are held at East 
Carolina University.) Interestingly, there is a ‘hole’ in those papers during the year 1833, and they contain 
no record of his assignment on board the Falmouth.) 

A terrific and scarce first-hand report from a future ‘Surgeon General of the Navy’ while serving with Pacific 
Squadron providing information about life in Peru in the early 1830s. At the time of listing, nothing similar 
is for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub shows nothing similar has appeared at auction. Although 
Ruscherberger’s papers are held at East Carolina University, they do not include information about his 
service aboard the USS Falmouth. 

SOLD #10580    
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4. [BUSINESS – INSURANCE & INTERNATIONAL TRADE] [FOOD & DRINK – LEAD POISONING] 
[MARITIME]  [PHILATELY] 

1835 – A letter from an exporter in England to his agent in New York regarding two shipments of Sugar 
of Lead, a toxic chemical that was used in both industrial applications and as a beverage sweetener. 

This stampless folded letter measures 16” x 9.5” unfolded. 
It consists of one page of text and one page bill of lading. It 
was sent by John Elliot of London on March 24, 1835, to 
Messrs Peter Remsen & Company in New York. As 
annotated on its address panel,  it traveled via Bristol on the 
ship, Cosmo, courtesy of Captain Lewis. In nice shape. 

The letter reads in part: 

“I . . . hope to be in receipt of your further favors 
addressing the arrival and the sale of the Sugar of Lead . . 
. at favorable rates. I notice with pleasure that [it] is scarce 
and selling at abt 20 cts p lb & trust mine . . .  may fetch 
that or a better price. The vessel unfortunately was 
compelled to put in at the Cove of Cork much strained & 
leaky. . .. She sailed [from] there however [and] I hope 
made up for lost time by a quick passage. In the event of 
my Goods being damaged in consequence of the accident 
. . . I have insured warranted prices from particular 
averages. . ..  Desirous of further taking advantage of the 
encouraging state of your market [and] recommendation I have shipped at Bristol thro’ my agent . . . 
aboard the Cosmo [25 more] cases of Sugar of Lead [and] trust that she may have a good passage and 
arrive, as far as I am concerned at a favorable time for effecting Sales. You will be good enough to sell as 
soon after arrival as you shall deem best for my interests. The parcel has been divided into two marks 
because I thought it would increase both the facilities of sale & perhaps the price. . ..” 

Sugar of Lead (lead acetate) had been used as a sweetener since at least the time of ancient Rome. Known 
as spa, Roman aristocracy was especially fond of its use to sweeten wine and many drank as much as two 
liters of the diluted, but poisoned, concoction daily, and historians debate whether its affects (organ 
failure, infertility and dementia) helped facilitate the empire’s fall. It is also suspected of having caused the 
death of Pope Clement II, and contributed to the demise, if not death, of Ludwig van Beethoven. 

Although its potential toxicity was known by the mid-1830s, America’s penchant for cheap sweetener (it 
cost less than cane sugar) ensured a steady demand. Soon after, however, its use as a sweetener for wine 
and cider would cease as the Industrial Revolution fueled its demand in the manufacturing of some 
products, including paints and dyes. It was also used for the treatment of sore nipples and severe 
discomfort from poison ivy. Its primary use today is as a component of many hair coloring products. 

(For more information, see Rhodes’s “Sugar of Lead: A Deadly Sweetener” at the Smithsonian website and 
Child’s The American Frugal Housewife at Gutenberg Online.) 

A scarce testament to America’s sweetness addiction. At the time of listing, nothing related to Sugar of 
Lead is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows nothing has appeared at auction, OCLC shows one 
Sugar of Lead item in an institutional collection, a 1793 Massachusetts physician’s bill for the use of Sugar 
of Lead in treating an unidentified ailment suffered by a Mrs. Francis Carr. 

$250 #10581    
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5. [EDUCATION - COLLEGE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION – PROTESTANTISM]  

Circa 1840 – A donation certificate from the American Education Society 

This certificate, printed on bi-fold paper, documents a 
“Donation of Forty Dollars.” It measures approximately 8” 
x 9.75”. It was issued to the Reverend Esrael G. Rose and 
signed by Samuel H. Riddel, the treasurer, and Samuel 
Hubbard, the president of the American Education 
Society. It features a large engraving by  John Ritto 
Penniman of Jesus with his disciples standing  before a 
large wheat field. Its caption reads 

“The Field is the World, Matt. XIII: 38. / Then saith he 
unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the labourers are few; pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest. Matt. IX- 37, 38.” 

The certificate goes on to state that the donation was 
provided by members of Rose’s congregation.  

The certificate was mailed to Rose at Chesterfield, 
Massachusetts, and a circular red Boston postmark is 
stamped on the reverse.  In nice shape with  tiny bit of 
spotting at the bottom edge. 

The organization was founded in 1815 as the American Society for the Education of Pious Youth for the 
Gospel Ministry with a declared mission to raise funds for college expenses of young men who intended 
to become Protestant clergymen.  In 1820, it shortened its name to simply the American Education Society 
with no change of mission.  Headquartered in Massachusetts, it had no buildings, libraries, or other visible 
organizational structures.  

The society was a resounding success and by the end of the 1830s about 25% of American college students 
intending to become ministers were at least partially funded by the Society or one of its fellow 
organizations. Although donors could request their donations be granted to specific students, final 
decisions regarding the disposition of funds rested with the society’s directors. 

(For more information, see Naylor’s  “ Holding High the Standard’: The Influence of the American Education 
Society in Ante-Bellum Education” in the  History of Education Quarterly, volume 24 , number 4,  available 
online.) 

At the time of listing, no other certificates are for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows that a 
trimmed example without the “American Education Society” title was sold at auction. OCLC shows two 
institutions hold examples. 

SOLD #10582      



 

6. [AMERICAN HYPOCRISY] [PHILATELY] [SOCIAL MOVEMENTS – PACIFISM]  

1848-1882 – A small, but important, archive related to the American Peace Society, an important 
pacifist, anti-war organization in the first half of the 19th century that squandered its credibility by 
endorsing the Union cause during 
the American Civil War and lost 
what little it had left by advocating 
for  U.S. involvement in World War 
One and its subsequent opposition 
to the League of Nations 

This archive consists of two letters 
and six postal covers, five of which 
are varieties of its propaganda 
envelopes. 

1848-1849 – A letter enclosed in a 
plain envelope sent from the 
Peace Society in Boston to the 
Reverend Thomas Dick in 
Dundee, Scotland. The letter is 
dated December 19, 1848, 
however the receiving 
handstamps on its envelope 
indicate it did not arrive in 
Dundee until December 30, 1849; 
one of these must be a misdating.  
The letter, signed by Thomas 
Campbell and John J Meston, notified Dick, who suffered from a debilitating pulmonary disease, that his 
American associate, Elihu Burritt, had arranged for American “subscribers” to pay for Dick’s annual £12 
membership dues, noting: 

“We cannot refrain from taking this opportunity to return our heartfelt thanks for the incalculable 
benefit which we have drawn from a study of your works, which have been to us not only a delight in 
the acquisition of useful knowledge, but which have done very much to make near and real to us the 
‘life immoral’ for which we hope, and have laid a foundation of rational training to prepare us in some 
degree for the enjoyment of ‘unspeakable glory.’ . .. 

“There are thousands in this country we doubt not who fully sympathise with us &  to whom this 
subject need only be mentioned to insure an immediate and hearty response. Some measures are 
about to be taken for this end, in an unexceptionable manner . . . to discharge some small portion of 
the great debt of gratitude which they owe to you. . ..”   

Circa 1870 – An unused American re-engraving of a peace propaganda envelope originally designed by 
the progressive British social advocate, James Valentine. It features an illustration of men of all races and 
professions meeting in harmony among flowers, fruits, vegetables, and livestock under a banner that 
reads “Nation Shall Not Lift UP Sword Against Nation – Neither Shall They Learn War Any More / Isiah XI. 
6 – Isiah 2.4”. Said to be the only existing unused example. 

1872 – A postally used propaganda envelope franked by a 3-cent green Washington stamp (Scott # 147) 
sent by J. Moorehead of Mount Union, Pennsylvania to J. Hall Musser in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, with 
1872 docketing on the reverse. The densely printed text reads in part, 



 

“All wars are follies. There never was a good war 
or a bad peace. Franklin / War is entirely inefficient 
towards redressing wrongs. Jefferson. . .. 

“Peace, assured and permanent, is the great want 
of the world; and war a chief foe to it progress, 
prosperity and salvation. . .. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers. Jesus Christ. . ..  

“Peace Societies seek to do away with the custom 
of war among nations as inconsistent not only 
with Christianity, but with the best interest of 
mankind, and propose to supersede it by better 
means of settling their disputes, such as mediation 
or reference, but especially stipulated arbitration, 
until a Congress and Court of nations can be established as a permanent system of peaceful justice. . 
..” 

Circa 1878 – A postally used propaganda envelope sent to Jesse Spray of New Burlington, Ohio  franked 
by 3-cent Washington stamp (Scott # 184) with an undated Earlham, Ohio, postmark. The envelope 
features an illustration of large angel protecting a child who is hugging a lion and a lamb under banners 
that read “Peace on Earth, Goodwill Toward Men / Nation Shall Not Lift Up Sword Against Nation.” 

Circa 1879 – A postally used propaganda envelope sent to Griffith Morris at Paddy’s Run, Ohio franked 
with a 1-cent Franklin stamp (Scott #182) with a faint undated Elgin, Illinois postmark.  

The envelope features illustrations of a child sleeping sitting between a lion and a lamb and two white 
blacksmiths breaking the chains of enslaved Africans under a lengthy banner that proclaims “Nation 
Shall Not Lift Up Sword Against Nation Neither Shall They Learn War Any More / Preparation for War Is 
The Way to Provoke It / All They That Take The 
Sword Shall Perish With The Sword. / Isiah 2.4 – 
Isiah XI.6”.  

The back flap is printed with Society’s credo: “The 
American Peace Society seeks to abolish war by 
producing public sentiment in favour of Peace. For 
this purpose, it uses the pulpit, the platform and 
the press and asks for the aid of all by voice, or pen, 
or purse. It publishes periodicals, books and tracts, 
and proposes as a substitute for war negotiation, 
arbitration and a Congress of Nations. For 
publications or information, address “Am. Peace 
Society” at Boston, Mass., or Elgin, Ill.” 

Said by the former owner to be the only existing 
postally used example.  

1882 – A four-page letter, written in German, enclosed in a propaganda envelope very similar to the one 
described the circa 1878 text above. It was sent by John B. Sandis to Jacob Mench of Shippackville, 
Pennsylvania. The envelope is franked with a three-cent Washington stamp (Scott #184) with a circular 
East Hempfield postmark dated January 6, 1882. The translated text of the letter reads in part: 



 

“Dearly beloved and esteemed brother and co-
worker in the Heron Agricultural Works . . . we 
wish you . . . much grace, peace, and mercy 
from God. . .. May life be a happy place for the 
church, for once and for all, and may it give us 
something blissful and new out of grace. . .. I 
hereby let you know that I received your 
welcome letter on Wednesday evening and 
read it with joy. . .. How grateful we should 
[that] we can encourage one another through 
conversation and take note of the apostle's 
beautiful and good advice. . .. My dear brother, 
be firm unmoving, always increasing in the 
work of the Lord, since you know that our labor 
is not in vain. . ..  Oh, what a pity it is that so 
many people do not obey. . ..  Finally, a greeting with a wish that the soil of peace will be with us and 
you until a certain end. . ..” 

The American Peace Society was formed in 1828 out of the Massachusetts Peace Society and about 50 
other smaller, but similar, local and state groups. Its principal organizers, William Ladd and George 
Beckwith recruited members, edited its journal, the Advocate of Peace, which unambiguously castigated 
warfare of all kinds and promulgated a proposal to create a “league of nations” and “international court 
of arbitration.” It vehemently opposed the Mexican War between 1846 and 1848. However, the Society 
lost much credibility when it actively supported the Union fighting against the Confederacy, justifying its 
position with the claim that the conflict was not actually a war, but merely a police action. Its hypocrisy 
alienated even more pacifists fifty years later, when, after initially voicing opposition to World War One, it 
endorsed the United States’ entry into the conflict to fight alongside Great Britain, France, and Italy against 
Germany. And, after it opposed President Wilson’s proposal to form a League of Nations with an 
international court to settle disputes between countries, it lost most of its remaining membership. Today, 
a remnant of the organization publishes a conservative foreign policy journal, World Affairs. 

(For more information, see the society’s newspapers, Advocate of Peace, available on line at the Hathi 
Trust,  “Conflicts among peace advocates during 
the Civil War at the Libertarianism website and 
Rosenberger’s “The American Peace Society's 
Reaction to the Covenant of the League of 
Nations” available online through JSTOR.) 

An important collection of material related to 
the American Peace Society, including three very 
scarce propaganda envelopes. At the time of 
listing, no similar groups or individual items are 
for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows 
nothing similar as having appeared at auction, 
however the Stamp Auction Network and Worthpoint show that the society’s more common propaganda 
envelopes without contents occasionally show up at philatelic auctions or in ebay listings. OCLC shows, as 
expected, that similar material is in the collections of the Library of Congress and the Swarthmore Peace 
Collection. 

SOLD #10583      



 

7. [POLITICS – STATE] [TRANSPORTATION – RAILROADS]  

1852 – A letter from a community booster in Binghampton, New York, discussing the approaching 
success of his effort to organize a railroad linking the “village” to Albany 

This four-page letter was sent by Edward Tompkins from 
Binghamton, New York, to an unidentified recipient on March 
27, 1852. In it he describes how he has devoted all of his time to 
soliciting pledges to invest in a railroad that would connect “the 
village” of Binghamton to Albany.  In nice shape. 

It reads in part: 

“ Your welcome [letter] arrived while I was absent on my first 
ride over the [proposed route of] the Albany & Birmingham 
Rail Road. . . . I have been over the track nearly all the time 
[and] regard it as nearly certain that the Road is to be built. 
Albany has promised that if we would raise $1,000,000 she 
would find the rest . . . and we are [almost ready] to ask her to 
fulfil her pledge. We have now over $700,000. . .. have worked 
hard and given up everything else to do it, but . . . I should be 
well repaid. The country through which it passes is one of the 
best in the state, and the connection with the Erie Road and at 
Albany with all creation, . . . render it certain that the stock will pay.  . . . It will be good for this village 
[and] bring in a host of emigrants (not foreigners) and add largely to our population and business. . .. 
Your ambitious little neighbor [Cheming, New York] may bid a long good night to all her hopes of 
competing with Binghamton.“  The remainder of the letter discusses the recipient’s dancing school and 
fire that destroyed Tompkin’s business (for which he was almost fully insured.) . ..” 

The railroad was built, but it was named the Albany and Susquehanna. Although construction began in 
1853, the 142-mile line did not reach Binghampton until 1869. The Civil War caused some of the delay, 
but so did difficulty in cresting Belden Hill which was finally solved by building the famous Belden Tunnel. 
It was clear the line would be very profitable by quickly transporting coal from the mining region to an Erie 
Railroad connection, and this drew the attention of robber baron James Fisk who owned that line.  After 
failing to steal the road through legal machinations, Fisk dispatched a train load of thugs to seize Belden 
Tunnel. And the Albany & Susquehanna dispatched to train load of its workers to repel Fisk’s assault.  The 
trains met at the tunnel and the men began to skirmish. The Albany & Susquehanna also notified the 
governor, who dispatched the militia.  The men from the two railroads fought inside the tunnel with rocks, 
picks, and pistols, and the Albany & Susquehanna force began to win. As darkness approached, the militia 
arrived and intervened before anyone was killed. A few months later, the railroad was sold to the Delaware 
and Hudson Canal Company. 

Little information about Tompkins is available online, but one unconfirmed source suggests that for at least 
some time, he served as an executive for the railroad. 

[For more information, see the Annals of Binghampton, Appendix I, available online at Broome County 
section of the NYGenWeb site.] 

A great first-hand account of raising funds for an important small railroad that beat back an attempted 
theft by a robber baron. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade or appeared at auction, 
and OCLC shows nothing similar in institutional collections. 

SOLD #10584        



 

8. [BUSINESS – POSTAL SUPPLIES] [PHILATELY] [VIRGINIANA] 

1853 – An official Post Office circular sent to recently appointed postmasters with instruction as to how 
they should request supplies and equipment for their offices. 

This one-page circular was sent by R. J. Niven of 
the Post Office Department’s Appointment 
Office to Postmaster John Oakford at Hales Ford, 
Franklin County, Virginia. It bears a Washington, 
D.C. “Free” postmark dated September 6 and a 
large, impressive scroll handstamp that reads 
“Post Office Department / Official Business”. In 
nice shape: 

The notice reads in part” 

“It is particularly requested . . . that all 
Postmasters applying for the following articles 
connected with the business of their office, 
shall write their applications on a letter sheet . 
. . directed to the Blank Room of the General 
Post Office and have no other business 
communication in connection with the 
applications. 

“Blank Room furnishes [forms for] Post or Way 
Bills – Mails Received – Mails Sent . . . Account 
of Newspapers – Stamp Accounts Current . . . 
Wrapping Paper – Twine – Sealing Wax – 
Metallic and Wooden Circular Stamps, and all 
other necessary Metal and Wooden Stamps, also Letter Balances, and nothing else. . ..” 

"Tremayne's Table of Post-Offices in The United States" indicates that a short-live post-office operated in  
Hales Ford between 1825 and 1861, however the American Stampless Cover Catalog shows no known mail 
was ever sent through it. However, Mackintosh’s The Hales Ford Community: 1856-1865 reports that 
periodicals were delivered to a Hales Ford post office in 1861, it is likely that the office was reestablished 
in 1853, and John Oakford served as its first postmaster. 

Hales Ford was a community of small tobacco plantations in Franklin County, most famous for being the 
birthplace of Booker T. Washington. Washington was born in 1856 (three years after the post office 
opened) on the Burrough’s Plantation to an enslaved woman named Jane; his father was probably a 
neighboring white plantation owner, Thomas Benjamin Ferguson, although it may have been a hired-out 
slave who worked nearby, Washington Ferguson, who fathered one of Jane’s other children.   

(For more information, see Mackintosh’s The Hales Ford Community: 1856-1865 online at the National 
Park Service website.) 

An interesting official document explaining how post offices obtain supplies and equipment during the 
1850s and likely the only extant item documenting the post office that was established to serve the Hales 
Ford tobacco plantations of Franklin County. 

$125 #10585        

  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010585/r-j-niven/1853-an-official-post-office-circular-sent-to-recently-appointed-postmasters-with-instruction-as
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010585/r-j-niven/1853-an-official-post-office-circular-sent-to-recently-appointed-postmasters-with-instruction-as


 

9. [BUSINESS – SEWING MACHINES] [JOURNALISM] [LAW - PATENTS] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

Circa 1857 – Mailing envelope sent to the New York Tribune that carried information or evidence related 
to the ‘Sewing Machine War’ of the late 1850s 

This mailing envelope is addressed to 
“Sewing Machine / Tribune Office” and 
franked with a 1-cent Franklin stamp (Scott 
#7) that has been cancelled with a red New 
York carrier hand stamp, indicating it was 
delivered within the city.  An American 
Philatelic Society Expertizing Certificate 
stating that it is “genuine in all respects” 
will be provided. In nice shape with some 
minor postal wear and soiling. 

After Elias Howe invented the instantly 
popular sewing machine in 1846, he immediately began to charge exorbitant 
licensing fees to those who tried to sell anything similar. Isaac Singer made 
several improvements to the machine, including a horizontal sewing surface, 
vertical needle, and thread controller. Two other inventors did the same for 
improved features like modified needles and feeding devices. Together, the 
inventions created a “packet thicket” with multiple people claiming credit for 
various parts of the same invention.  This, in turn, led to the “Sewing Machine 
War” of the 1850s, during which inter-company litigation throttled the release 
of sewing machines into an eagerly awaiting public.   

The New York Tribune was an active participant in the War and devoted many 
inches of newspaper articles documenting the suits, countersuits, claims, 
technologies, and anything else imaginable about the fights that were keeping 
the invention from the public.  This now empty envelope delivered information 
that the sender hoped would be included in its news articles. 

Orland Potter, who owned one of the companies, finally solved the gridlock by 
organizing a meeting with the three other inventors during which all agreed to 
share the nine essential patents needed to build a then modern machine. In 1856, they together created 
the Sewing Machine Combination, the first “patent pool.”  Howe, who did not manufacture machines, 
received a royalty of $5 per machine sold in the United States and $1 for overseas sales. The manufacturers 
were allowed to sell their machines without fear of litigation and as well as their versions of the shared 
patent for $15 each. Singer soon dominated the market as a result of its better management, marketing, 
and manufacturing. 

(For more information, see Palmer’s “How Singer Won the Sewing Machine War” online at the 
Smithsonian Magazine website and Mossoff’s “America’s First Patent Thicket: Sewing Machine War of the 
1850s” available online through George Mason University’s Anton Scalia Law School.) 

A scarce artifact documenting an important 19th-century manufacturing crisis. At the time of listing nothing 
similar is for sale in the trade, has appeared at auction, or is held in institutional collections. The envelope 
is philatelically significant as well;  the Stamp Auction Network shows covers franked with the 1-cent 
Franklin (Scott #23) stamp regularly sell for $500-700. 

$500 #10586         
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10. [CRIME – EXECUTIONS] [EDUCATION – COLLEGE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION – ANTI-CATHOLICISM]  

1859 – A letter from a college student referencing a famous Pennsylvania execution and joking about 
the Pope traveling from Rome to witness the event 

This four-page letter was written by a college student, Sul, in 
Pittsburgh to his sister Sarah B. Nelsen in Washington, 
Pennsylvania. It is enclosed in its original mailing envelope 
which has been franked with at 3-cent Washington stamp 
(Scott #26) that has been cancelled with a circular Pittsburgh 
postmark dated May 20, 1859. In nice shape. 

In this affectionate letter, Nelsen reported that he was looking 
forward to seeing her “during vacation” and discussed various 
Nelsen family members, after which, he jokingly wrote 

“I suppose you have heard that the Pope of Rome {Pious IX] 
is coming to this country for safekeeping, And as all the 
reverend people visit Washington you may expect to see him 
at almost any time and beshure you treat him with [respect] 
and kiss his great toe. . .. I think he might have come over to 
Pitt to see the hanging which is to come off tomorrow. . ..” 

Although Pope Pius IX did not visit the U.S. in 1859, there was 
a celebrated double-hanging of two murderers in Pittsburgh 
on May 20th. Christian Jacoby was hanged for shooting his wife, 
Lena, (the first gun murder in Pittsburgh), after which he 
attempted to dispose of her body in the Monongahela River. 
David Evans was simultaneously hanged by his side for slashing 
the throat of his wife, Louisa, in an act that accidentally killed 
one of their young sons as well. 

The reference to the Pope needing “safekeeping” may have 
been related to the release of a translation of Coape’s The 
Roman Question, which discussed an ongoing debate in Europe regarding the infallibility of the pontiff.  
Interestingly, Pope Pius IX had been invited to visit the United States ten years before but declined due to  
the turmoil of the short-lived Roman Revolution during which he did require “safekeeping” and fled to the 
protection of the Castle of Gaeta in the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. Instead, he visited the USS 
Constitution, which was docked nearby, where, following his official call, he visited with Catholic sailors 
and distributed rosaries. 

Sul was, no doubt, enrolled at the only higher learning institution in Pittsburgh at the time, the Western 
University of Pennsylvania, a forerunner of the University of Pittsburgh. 

(For more information, see the “State Killings in the Steel City: The History of the Death Penalty in 
Pittsburgh” website and Coape’s The Roman Question available online.) 

SOLD #10587          

  



 

11. [HUMOR – PUNS & RIDDLES] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – SECESSION]  

1861 – A New Years Day letter peppering a friend at the Friends School in Providence, Rhode Island, 
with questions including the then recent secession from the Union by South Carolina, replete with a 
clever pun and riddle. 

This two-page stampless folded New Year’s Day letter 

measures 10” x 8” unfolded. It was sent by W. L.  Mason of 

Providence, Rhode Island, to a friend, Charles O 

Chatterton, who was boarding at the Friends School in the 

same city. It is franked with a 3-cent Washington stamp 

(Scott #26) canceled by a red circular Providence postmark 

dated January 2nd. In nice shape. 

In this letter, W. L. peppers Charles with eight questions, 

noting that “I expect you will have a good long letter to 

write me when you find opportunity.” 

Some of the questions relate to his return to school, his 

health, ice skating, and similar friendly matters; however, 

others are directly related to South Carolina’s secession 

from the Union on December 10, 1860, the only state to 

do so before January 1, 1861. 

“Are the boys going to volunteer to go south to put down 

the secessionist? Have you got any secessionists among 

you? [and] Do you all ‘keep step to the music of the 

Union.”  

W. L. is also a bit of a humorist, punning that ice skating on Mashapaug pond provides him with the “thrill 

of life along my heel,” a clever reference to a line in Samuel Longfellow’s poem, The Building of the Ship, 

that reads, “the thrill of life along my keel.” 

As well, he closes with an unanswered riddle that he challenges Charles and his friends to solve. 

“I am going to give you a conundrum to guess you must think of several answers and when you write to 

me enclose them with the various reasons. ‘What is that if executed would be alive [but] not being 

executed it is dead?” You can tell the boys to guess and write what they say. [Act] just as if you had got 

it out of the News Paper. . ..” 

A funny and pleasant antebellum letter written before President Lincoln’s inauguration when pending 

calamity caused by South Carolina’s secession was not yet fully appreciated by many northerners. 

SOLD  #10588           

 

 



 

12. [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] [VIRGINIANA] 

1863 – A soldier’s letter from the Union Regiment that would soon hold the line at the stone wall under 
the famous copse of trees at Gettysburg and turn back Pickett’s Charge at the high-water-mark of the 
Confederacy 

This three-page letter from William McNichol of the 
69th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiment is 
datelined “Camp near Falmeth [Falmouth] va / January 
29 1863”. It was sent to a friend, John C. Prichett, in 
Philadelphia. The red-and-blue-bordered letter is 
enclosed in a scarce naval-themed patriotic envelope 
that features an eagle atop a fouled anchor with a 
fancy-script “USN”, the National Colors and the Navy 
Jack in the background. The envelope is franked with a 
3-cent Washington stamp, Minor splits just beginning 
along the letter’s folds. Some soiling and wear to the 
mailing envelope. Still, in nice shape. 

McNichol wrote this letter from Falmouth immediately 
following General Ambrose Burnside’s failed “Mud 
March” campaign to invade the Confederacy through 
the heart of Virginia that had ground to a halt not just 
by his poor leadership but by exceptionally bad 
weather and muddy roads as well.   It reads in part: 

“I now rite to you to let you kow tha i a well. . .. thanks 
fe to god for his Goodness to us all . . . Mr John I rote 
two letters to you and got no answer to them I do be 
expecting a letter very day from you but I have 
received noanswer . . .   this day is very unpleasant 
there is some snow . . . the first snow we have this 
winter . . . I send you the Sum of forty dollars this morning by Adams express Company . . . we will soon 
get paid again and i will send it on to you is the Government did no pay us up verry well for some time 
back but I hope the will do better in future. . .. Please send me fifty Cents worth of Post Stamps. . ..” 

The 69th Pennsylvania was one of the most storied Union units. Composed almost entirely of Irish 

immigrants from Philadelphia, it was known also as “The Rock of Erin” following its stand at Gettysburg 

behind the wall under the famous copse of trees, the high-watermark of the Confederacy, where it alone 

stopped Pickett’s Charge after units on its flanks retreated. It fought throughout the war, mostly in Virginia, 

and participated in the Peninsula Campaign and the Battles of Ball’s Bluff, 2nd Bull Run (Manassas), 

Chantilly, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, the Siege of 

Petersburg, and finally Appomattox. 

The naval-themed patriotic envelope may be scarce as I was unable to locate the design in Wolcott, Weiss, 

or Bischell, although I certainly might have overlooked it among the thousands of illustrations. 

$200 #10589           
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13. [ADVERTISING – COVERS] [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – CANCEL CULTURE] 
[RECONSTRUCTION – LOYALTY OATHS & THE LOST CAUSE] [SLAVERY] [VIRGINIANA] 

1865 & 1890 – Two Reconstruction certificates related to a former Virginia officer who served in the 
Confederate Army 

This lot consists of three items 
related to former Confederate 
Army Captain F. M. Sherry:  

• An 1865 Richmond Loyalty 
Oath Certificate  

The certificate is dated 24 July 
1865 and measures 6.25” x 
4.25”. It is franked with a 5-
cent Internal Revenue 
Certificate stamp (Scott #R24). 
In signing the document, 
Sherry swore that he would 

“Henceforth faithfully 
support, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the 
United States and the union 
of the States thereunder; and that [he] will . . . abide by and faithfully support all laws and 
proclamations which have been made during the existing rebellion with reference to the 
emancipation of slaves. . ..” 

He also swore that he would 

“Uphold and defend the Government of Virginia as restored by the Convention which assembled at 
Wheeling on the 11th day of June, 1861.” 

The oath was countersigned by C. P. Bigger, “Notary Public for the City of Richmond and County of 
Henrico, in the State of Va.” 

• An 1890 “Grand Monument” certificate 

The certificate is dated 29 September 1890 and measures 9.25” x 5.75”. The certificate, which bears a 
serial number, No. 761, was issued by the Confederate Soldiers and Sailors Monument Association, of 
Richmond, Virgina recognizing his contribution of ten dollars  

“To the fund for the erection of a Grand Monument to the memory of the Soldiers and Sailors of the 
Confederate Army and Navy on Libby’s Hill, Marshall Park, Richmond, VA. / D. C. Richardson, President 
/ Carlton McCarthy, Secretary / Wm. H. Cullingworth, Treasurer” 

• The monument certificate is enclosed in a very scarce advertising cover for the Old Dominion 
Building & Loan Association that features a ‘picture frame collar’ surrounding the 2-cent Washington 
stamp (Scott #220) that was used for postage. It bears a Richmond duplex postmark. 

F. M. Sherry, a Richmond citizen, served as Captain in the Confederate Army, specifically in the defense of 
his city while assigned to George Washington Custis Lee’s Brigade and later within the Richmond Local 
Defense Troops during the final collapse of the Confederacy. 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010590/confederate-army-captain-f-m-sherr/1865-1890-two-reconstruction-certificates-related-to-a-former-virginia-officer-who-served-in-the


 

By December 1863, it had 
become clear that the Union, 
which had already occupied 
wide swaths of the 
Confederacy, needed to plan 
for the likely reintegration 
into the Union of former 
members of its armed forces. 
On the 8th of that month, 
President Lincoln drafted an 
Oath of Allegiance, which if 
signed by a former rebel, 
would restore their U. S. 
citizenship and allow them to 
vote in elections. Following 
the war, his draft was 
variously modified into loyalty 
oaths by the reconstituted 
governments of the Southern 
states. The document in this lot 
is Virginia’s version. 

The Confederate Monument 
Association was formed in 
1888 to raise a memorial to the 
Confederate veterans of the 
Civil War. The monument, 
which featured a Confederate 
soldier standing atop a 
Corinthian column, was 
designed by Wilfred Cutshaw to resemble Pompey’s Pillar in Egypt. It was built at a cost of $30,000 and 
remained in place at  the intersection of North 29th Street and Libby Terrace until Democratic Mayor of 
Richmond, Levar Stoney, used “emergency powers,” citing public safety concerns regarding the ongoing 
nationwide protests and riots that occurred at the height of the “cancel culture” frenzy that followed the 
death of George Floyd, to order the removal of all Confederate monuments from the city in 2020.  

(For more information, see “F. M. Sherry” at the American Civil War Research Database, President Lincoln’s 
“Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction” at the Freedmen and Southern Society Project website, 
and Mayor Stoney’s official decree ordering the removal of Richmond’s Confederate monuments available 
online at YouTube.) 

Very scarce Virginia Reconstruction era documents. At the time of listing, no other examples of them are 
available for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows none have appeared at public auction. OCLC 
shows no Richmond loyalty certificates are held by institutions, however, it is likely some are contained 
within four other personal papers collections at the University of Virginia. It also shows no monument 
association donation certificates are held by institutions, although, it is almost certain that at least one is 
within the association’s papers collection which is held by the Virginia Historical Society. 

$1,250  #10590          
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14. [ABOLITION] [POLITICS – IMPEACHMENT & PRESIDENTIAL] [RECONSTRUCTION] [SLAVERY] 

1867 – A compendium of political essays and commentaries especially regarding the pending 
impeachment of President Andrew Johnson which the radical Republican author aggressively supports 

Human Rights and King Andy or the Apostate President. (A secondary 
title page reads, Human Rights,  Individual and National: or the Past, 
the Present, and the Future of the North American Republic, dedicated 
to the Free-Thinkers and Progressionists of the World.  William Boyd, 
M.D. Washington, D.C.: Self-published and printed by Joseph L. 
Pearson, 1867.  71 pages. Yellow paper wrapper. In nice shape with 
some minor wear and soiling. 

Probably owned by a Republican as impeachment proceedings 
against Johnson were being considered. Annotated in ink on the 
front cover: “To be passed around among the members. Republicans 
who vote against the impeachment commit political suicide!” 

Boyd, a medical doctor, “experienced accouchant,” and amateur 
poet, was a radical Republican. “In the latter part of 1864, I joined 
the National Union Lyceum. . .. A majority of its members were more 
inclined to be radical . . . but there were a small minority who were 
poisonously secesh and yet pretended to be Union men. They were 
Andy Johnson men to the core. . ..” 

A rabid supporter of abolition and an Underground Railroad Conductor, Boyd had been sentenced to 14-
years of hard labor in 1858 after he was caught transporting slaves to freedom in Pennsylvania, hidden in 
the back of a specially constructed bullet-proof wagon with a hidden compartment.  The essays and poems 
in this pamphlet explore the religious, moral, and political dimensions of slavery as well as providing 
political assessments of contemporary figures like Andrew Johnson and Ulysses Grant.  Among the 15 
entries are 

King Andy’s Biography; or Andrew Johnson’s Soliloquy 

“My Maryland,” or the Slaveholder’s Soliloquy 

Sequel to For Better, or For Worse . . . Composed in April of 1860 in Cell No. 1 U.S. Penitentiary, District 
of Columbia, when under sentence of 14 years for aiding George Ross and Wife to escape from Slavery. 

Following his death in 1884, a memorial to Boyd was placed in the Congressional Cemetery, and an online 
Library of Congress blog entry reports that his “hard labor” sentence was pardoned by President Lincoln 
in 1863. In June of 1865, during a riot by drunken discharged Union soldiers, Boyd was struck in the head 
with a brick and lost an eye as well as part of his facial bones.  

(For more information, see “Dr William Boyd” at findagrave.com) 

A scarce and blistering Reconstruction era monograph. No other examples are for sale in the trade. The 
Rare Book Hub shows no others have appeared at auction. OCLC identifies only nine examples that are 
held by institutions. 

SOLD #10591            



 

15. [ADVERTISING – BROADSIDES] [PENMANSHIP – CALLIGRAPHY] [PHILATELY] 

1870s – A wonderful broadside marketing Spencerian flourish cards featuring animals and birds 

This large broadside measures 12.25” X 20”. It was sent by mail 
from “L. [Leopold] J. Voigt, Publisher and Proprietor of Excelsior 
Cards, Box 95, East Bridgewater, Mass.” to Edward Cook of Bath, 
New Hampshire.  It is franked on the reverse with two 1-cent 
Franklin Stamps (Scott Type A44) and bears an undated circular 
East Bridgewater postmark   . Complete with no tears or missing 
pieces. Mailing fold and postal wear. 

The broadside, which was printed by J. W. Robinson of Boston, 
features an 8.5” x 6” white on black calligraphic drawing of a 
leaping stag surrounded by scrolls of Spencerian script read “For 
Elegant Penwork in every variety / Cards etc., Address L. J. Voigt, 
East Bridgewater, Mass. There are six additional smaller bird 
illustrations. 

The text of the advertisement reads in part: “Voigt’s Excelsior 
Ornamental Cards / Flourished Pen Designs of the Most Artistic 
Finish, Engraved and beautifully printed. Each design in a variety 
of colors, Black, Gold, Crimson, Green, Blue, Silver and Violet. . .. 

“45 Gems of Art!!! / The Finest Collection of Pen Drawings in the 
World.” 

“The special attention of Teachers, Students, Clerks, Book-Keepers, Admirers of Ornamental 
Penmanship, and Good Writers Generally, is called to the fact that we offer for sale assorted packages. . 
. at a price which will enable every one who is able to write a neat hand to realize a handsome profit. . .. 

“Price List . . . 100 cards - $1.25 / 200 cards - 2.25 / 300 cards - $3.00 / 500 cards - $4.25 . . . 

“Gold and Silver Ink. . ..” 

Census records show Voight, taught penmanship in East Bridgewater during the last half of the 1800s. 

Calligraphy, or writing as a decorative art, was very popular in the United States during the second half of 
the nineteenth century, The style advertised by Voigt is known as “Spencerian drawing,” after Platt Rogers 
the best known of the nineteenth-century penmanship instructors. Originally used as a steel pen exercise 
to train students to perfect their handwriting by repeating cursive flourishes and strokes as opposed to 
simply repeating individual letters. Calligraphic drawings were also used by commercial penmen to 
demonstrate their expertise and by penmanship instructors to advertise their lessons.  a means of showing 
his or her ability and gave penmanship masters a way to advertise their profession.  Voigt took the craft a 
step further by printing his designs and selling them as cards in which anyone “able to write in a neat 
hand” could produce an impressive card. 

Likely the only extant example as, at the time of listing, a google image search locates no others, and none 
are for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows none have appeared at auction, and OCLC shows none 
are held by institutions, although Columbia University has two of Voigt’s individual printed cards in its 
collection. 

An impressive broadside. 

SOLD #10592            



 

16. [AMERICAN CONSULS] [BUSINESS – INSURANCE] [COMMUNITY LIFE] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] 
[WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1875-1884 – An archive of correspondence to and about the ship, Benjamin Sewall, and its owners 
Captain John D. and Abigail Pennel as it travelled around the world including Japan, the Guano Islands, 
France, Oregon, and California 

This archive contains nine personal letters (seven 
with their mailing envelopes)  and four insurance 
documents/letters (all with their mailing 
envelopes). The letters and documents are all in 
nice shape; two of the mailing envelopes have 
been roughly opened. 

The ship Benjamin Sewall was owned by Abigail 
(Abbie) and John D. Pennell, who captained the 
vessel as it sailed throughout the world. The 
ship, a 4-master, 202’ feet long ,and weighing 
1434 tons, was built in Maine in 1874.  

The eight personal letters are from friends and 
family and discuss family issues and community 
events from Brunswick, Portland, and East Harpswell, Maine. Some of the letters discuss the whereabouts 
and plans of other Maine seafarers and friends. The letters to Japan and France were addressed in care of 
American Consuls in Yokohama and Brest for pickup by the Pennels upon their arrival.  

After Captain Pennel died in the summer of 1878, Abbie continued the business until August of 1881, as 
indicated by the insurance correspondence, although she no longer went to sea. 

The letters and documents include: 

19 Jul 1875 - – 8-page letter from Brunswick via San Francisco to Yokohama in care of the American 
Consul. Franked with a 3-cent green Washington stamp (Scott #147) and bearing a New York departure 
postmark; other stamps have fallen off or been removed. Yokohama received hand stamp on the reverse. 
Discusses the death of an aunt in extensive detail to include the purchase of $45 worth of flowers for the 
funeral. 

22 Jul 1875 – 5-page letter. No mailing envelope. No origin or destination indicated. Discusses the 4th of 
July celebration at Bath, Maine, including a balloon ascension, fresh raspberries, making butter, the 
death of two associates from fever in Callao (probably while engaging in the guano trade), the family of 
one of those who died, and a relative’s change in journey destinations from Rio de Janeiro to Bahia. 

23 Jul 1875 – Two letters enclosed in the same mailing envelope; a two-page letter from Harpswell and 
4-page letter from Great Island. Sent via San Francisco to Yokohama in care of the American Consul. The 
envelope is franked with six 3-cent green Washington stamps (Scott #147) that were damaged when 
opened and bears an East Harpswell postmark. Discusses a fishing trip, the adventures of a new pet cat, 
family, gardening, neighbors, etc. 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010593/related-to-captain-john-d-abigail-pennel/1875-1884-an-archive-of-correspondence-to-and-about-the-ship-benjamin-sewall-and-its-owners-captain


 

22 Oct 1875 – 4-page letter from Stockton, California to 
Astoria, Oregon. Franked with a two-cent Washington 
stamp (Scott #147) and bearing a Stockton postmark 
Discusses seeing the Benjamin Sewall’s arrival in Astoria 
after a 22-day journey from Japan announced in the 
newspaper, family health, making tam o’ shanters, and a 
new baby in the family. 

27 Oct 1875 – 4-page letter from Brunswick to Portland, 
Oregon. Franked with a two-cent Washington stamp (Scott 
#147) and bearing an East Harpswell postmark. Discusses 
family and community news, including a pending marriage, 
heart disease, a trip to Philadelphia, house cleaning, the 
death of a neighbor, etc. 

18 Jan 1877 – 4-page letter from Brunswick to San 
Francisco. Franked with a two-cent Washington stamp 
(Scott #147) and bearing a Brunswick postmark. Discusses their future trip to the Guano Islands, a past 
visit to Peru’s Independencia Bay in their bark, the Deborah Pennell, and family concerns. 

Feb 3, 1878 – 4-page letter from East Harpswell via Paris to Brest, France in care of the American Consul. 
Franked with two two-cent Washington stamps (Scott #147) and bearing an East Harpswell postmark, 
three Paris transit hand stamps, and a Brest receiving postmark. Discusses family matters, a possible 
gathering in San Francisco, and expresses sympathy for the couples having to live in the vicinity of army 
post and describes the writers unpleasant experience of living by army barracks near Barcelona with 
their “continual sound of the bugle or horn and drum – toot – toot – to – toot from morning till night” 
and the “smells issuing from them.” 

22 Aug 1878 – 4-page letter of sympathy to Abbie in Brunswick, Maine expressing regrets over the death 
of Captain Pernell. Franked with a 2-cent Washington stamp (Scott #147) and postmarked at Portland. 

Oct 1880 to August 1881 – Four letters and documents sent to Abbie relating to her insurance coverage 
of the Benjamin Sewall all with their mailing envelopes. The insurance companies include the Delaware 
Mutual Safety Insurance Company, the Boston Marine Insurance Company, and the New England Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

The Guano Islands were vast deposits of highly valued Bat excrement fertilizer mined by African slaves that 
made a fortune for Peruvian owners, government officials, and foreign investors and ship captains engaged 
in international trade. 

The letters to Japan with Yokohama backstamps (Bishop Type I-2) are of considerable importance as they 
are among the earliest indications of the first treaty agreement between Japan and the United States that 
became effective in January of 1875. 

(For more information, see Lubbock’s The Down Easters: American Deep-water Sailing Ships 1869-1929 
and “Foreign Postal Systems in Japan in the 1800s” online at Baxley Stamps.) 

An unusual collection of mail sent to a seafaring couple who traveled the world in their own deep-water 
sailing ship filled with interesting content regarding the life they were missing back home in Maine. At the 
time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade; nothing similar has appeared at auction per the Rare 
Book Hub, and OCLC shows nothing similar in institutional collections. 

$250 #10593            

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010593/related-to-captain-john-d-abigail-pennel/1875-1884-an-archive-of-correspondence-to-and-about-the-ship-benjamin-sewall-and-its-owners-captain


 

17. [ADVERTISING – FLYERS] [BUSINESS – PUBLISHING] [ROYALTY – QUEEN VICTORIA & SCANDAL] 
[TRAVEL – LONDON] 

[1871] Advertising flyer for a thorough, and somewhat scandalous, travelogue, Palace and Hover or 
Phases of London Life, observations of an American in London 

This four-page advertising flyer for Palace and Hovel, 
or, Phases of London Life being personal observations 
by day and night of an American in London of the 
manners, social customs and modes of living in the 
English metropolis by Daniel Joseph Kirwan, touts the 
book’s “Over 650 Octavo Pages profusely illustrated 
With 200 Appropriate Engravings and a Finely 
Executed Map of London.” Undated, but distributed 
in advance of the book, which was released in 1871 
by Belknap & Bliss of Hartford, Connecticut.  In nice 
shape with storage folds and some minor edgewear. 

It promises an American perspective on the city’s 
“Mysteries and Miseries . . . Hidden Shame and the 
Pharasaical ostentations of Mighty London” to 
include “the profligate, extravagant and reckless 
conduct [of] the Prince of Wales [and] unhallowed 
doings of the reckless Duke of Hamilton, the 
profligate Marquis of Waterford, the notorious Lord 
Carington [and other] bosom friends.” 

More tantalizing, the flyer promises that the book 
will reveal the Queen’s “habits and manner of living, 
together with the startling scandal concerning the 
footman, John Brown and Her Majesty, an account 
which is given for the first time in any published 
work.” An illustration of Brown, in Scottish attire, 
pushing Queen Victoria down a rural village street in 
a “bath chair” is featured on the front page. 

John Brown had been the gillie and personal confidant for Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband, and 
for many years, his relationship with the Queen was fodder for whispered scandal. Following Albert’s 
death, Brown devoted his attention to Victoria, much to her pleasure and her children’s and minister 
chagrin. Years later, one of Victoria’s chaplains allegedly confessed on his deathbed that he had united the 
couple in a secret marriage. (If you are a fan of the long-running BBC comedy-soap opera, Monarch of the 
Glen, one cannot help but notice the similarities between the relationship of Molly, the Lady of Glenbogle, 
and Golly Mackenzie, the faithful and devoted gillie of her deceased husband, Lord Hector MacDonald.) 

At the time of listing, there are no records of other examples of this flyer being offered for  sale or having 
appeared at auction, or being held in institutional collections, although originals and reprints of the book 
are available. 

SOLD #10594             



 

18. [BUSINESS – BOOTMAKING] [HUNTING] [IMMIGRATION] [PHOTOGRAPHY – CDVs] 

1873 – An impressive U.S. State Department Naturalization Certificate for a German immigrant who 
opened a boot-making shop in St. Louis, Missouri along with two cdvs, one in duck-hunting gear 
wearing a pair of what, no doubt, are boots that he made himself 

The large citizenship certificate with a printed Department of 
State seal measures 11.5” x 18”. It was issued on March 8, 
1873, to Charles Traugott Schwabe. The partially printed 
document is on bi-fold paper, which, when unfolded, 
measures 18” x 23”. An impressive Department of State 
watermark with a federal eagle and an “E. Pluribus Unum” 
scroll fills the entire unfolded sheet. In nice shape with storage 
folds and very light wear and soiling. 

One undated cdv shows a portrait of Schwabe in a suit with 
bow tie and floral vest. It was taken by “Cramer & Gross, 
Photographers . . . Below French Market” on 4th Street. 

The other cdv is a full-length studio image of Schwabe 
standing in front of a riverfront scene with his shotgun, 
dressed in full duck-hunting attire, including boots that he 
probably made for himself. It was taken by Robert Benecke, 
who was located at the corner of Fourth Street and Main. 

Schwabe was born in Germany around 1828 and immigrated 
to the United States in 1854, where he established a boot-
making business. He died from nephritis in 1886 and was 
buried in Bellefontaine Cemetery, the resting  place of many 
prominent St. Louisans.  

Cramer and Gross were important, award-winning St. Louis German immigrant 
photographers who specialized in photographing wealthy and prominent 
German-Americans.  

Robert Benecke was an even more important award-winning St. Louis German 
immigrant photographer. During the Civil War, he served in the 18th Missouri 
Volunteer Infantry until being discharged with an eye injury. He first achieved 
national fame after his photograph of General Sterling Price appeared in Frank 
Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper. He produced a series of Lower Mississippi River 
stereoviews and had a series of Indian Territory photographs published in 
Scribner’s Magazine. After he completed a series of promotional photos for the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad, he became interested in improving the photography 
process and became a pioneer in the use of printer’s ink to prevent fading and 
later in perfecting dry plates. He took a well-known self-portrait of himself in 
hunting garb posed before what appears to be the same riverine backdrop used 
for this Schwabe cdv. 

(For more information, see online genealogical and news articles about all four men.) 

An unusual and impressive citizenship certificate accompanied by an important Benecke photograph. 

$450 #10595              

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010595/1873-an-impressive-u-s-state-department-naturalization-certificate-for-a-german-immigrant-who
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19. [EDUCATION – ELEMENTARY & COLLEGE] [LIBRARIES]  [PHILATELY] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] 

1873-1883 –A ten-year correspondence collection from a future head librarian of the University of 
Nevada updates his cousin on a periodic basis after his pioneering family emigrated to California by 
covered wagon 

These four letters were sent by Joseph D. 
(Dieffenbach) Layman in California to his 
cousin, John E. Dieffenbach in Pulaski, Iowa. 
The letters are enclosed in their original 
mailing envelopes. All of the letters and two 
of the envelopes are in nice shape; one of 
the envelopes has significant foxing, and 
one has some light blue toning. 

The correspondence begins with Joseph 
reporting that he and his sister are attending 
primary school and ends with him reporting 
that he has become a teacher and is 
considering enrolling in college.  They read 
in part: 

7 Dec 1873 – Plainsburg, Merced Co., 
California. Two-page letter. Mailing envelope is franked with a two-cent Washington stamp (Scott #147). 

“I take pen in hand to let you know how we are getting along in California. We are all pretty well at the 
present time. . .. The ground is ready to plow as soon as the top dries off a little so that it will not [be] 
so muddy. We are living in the same rental house that we had rented two years ago but it has been 
built on [and] we have more room than we had then.  Mary and I go to school. [She] is in the fourth 
reader [and] pretty far advanced in arithmetic and she is in Montheith’s Primary Geography, she writes 
also. I read and spell in the sixth reader. I am in Progressive Practical Arithmetic, I study Montheith’s 
Physical and Political Geography and I also write. I have a few ducks now, last year I bought four [and 
then] two more. [Now,] I have seven. . .. I did not have good luck [selling them] last year. . .. This year I 
made six dollars and some cents clear off of my ducks. . .. It snowed a little last Wednesday . . . and 
Mary came home pretty near freezing her hands and feet. . .. We expect [my Aunt Anna] over here on 
Christmas. . .. I wish that Santa Clause will treat you all well, for he was pretty kind last Christmas here. 
. .. Mary is [now] singing so much that I can barely write. . ..” 

30 Dec 1877 – Lakeport, Lake Co., California. Three-page letter plus a fourth page, written in a different 
hand, in what appears to be a difficult-to-decipher cramped German script (perhaps docketing by 
Dieffenbach or one of his family members). The letter is enclosed in a three-cent postal stationery 
envelope (Scott #U83) cancelled with a “TS” handprint identified by a previous owner as a scarce 
stagecoach cancellation. 

“We are all pretty well. . .. Crops are about all in and look splendid. . .. I have made some garden 
yesterday. I transplanted some lettuce and mustard. . .. I went hunting a few times this winder and 
killed only one duck.  Santa Claus was around this year as usual. He left us all some cany nuts stockings 
and a raw potatoe apiece. Besides this little Daniel got a tin cow. Johnny got a tiger and a pair of shoes. 
Mary got a china teacup saucer & plate. I got a linen collar and handkerchief. Ma got a half dozen of 
sauce dishes. In town there were two christmas trees but we did not go to either of them. There was a 
ball on Christmas night in Lakeport. . .. School commences again next Wednesday. I study Latin 
Geometry and Algebra. . .. Mary has not gone to school any this winter. . ..” 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010596/joseph-d-layman-dieffenbach/1873-1883-a-ten-year-correspondence-collection-from-a-future-head-librarian-of-the-university-of


 

25 May 1879 – Lakeport, Lake Co., California. Four-page 
letter. Enclosed in a three-cent postal stationery envelope 
(Scott #U83). 

“Our winter is hardly over yet. It has rained a little almost 
every week since Easter. And a little while ago we had a 
frost which done considerable damage to the corn and 
potatoes and the grapevines. I think the crop of grapes will 
be light. . ..  In some parts of the state  the grain crop will 
be very light, but here . . . big crops are expected. . .. I have 
been going to school since last September. . .. There was 
an excursion and picnic. The people went across the lake 
on a scow steamer. I was told that they had music and a 
splendid time. No one from our family went. . .. I have but 
one classmate and he is about one half of a year older than 
myself. . ..  The students of my school have formed themselves into a literary society [with] about ten 
members. . .. We have a few hives of bees here. They have sent out three swarms already. I hived two 
of them. But one left after I hived it. So I have only one new one left. . .. Mother has been tending to 
her chickens and turkeys. . .. Johnny is learning to milk [our] five milking cows. . ..” 

30 May 1883 – Middletown, Lake Co. California. Two-page letter. Enclosed in a three-cent postal 
stationery envelope (Scott #U163). 

“I am now teaching again in Loconomi School District. My term will be out here in about a month, then 
after a short vacation I want to go off somewhere to school myself. I feel that my education is not nearly 
yet completed. When I heard from home last the folks were all well. The were still living in Lakeport 
although father has been looking around for some other place. . .. We are later than usual with our 
haying, but now at last we are all at it. Machines for cutting are in demand. . .. Yesterday the school 
girls thought it was time to scrub the school room floor and so they did it and it’s slow drying. . .. The 
boys go out fishing occasionally and bring home a mess of mountain trout. . .. A week ago last Saturday, 
I walked about 7 miles into a neighboring school district where a Lakeport friend of mine is teaching. 
She has a school of two dozen scholars. Last week some of my little boys and girls got to rubbing poison 
oak over their hands and faces and consequently part of them got poisoned and one so badly that she 
is not coming to school yet this week. . ..” 

Layman did, indeed, continue his education. He entered the University of California at Berkeley later in 
1883 and, after graduation, served as the school’s assistant librarian for 19 years. He was then selected to 
become the head librarian at the University of Nevada. He left Reno and retired to Oakland in 1929 where 
he remained interested in librarianship. Following his wife’s death in 1942, he became the director of 
Fairmont Hospital Library at age 80 and served in that position until he retired again in 1958 at age 96. 
Layman died three years later in 1962, shortly before his 100th birthday. 

An entertaining and informational set of letters about the early one-room school house education that 
prepared a young man to graduate from the University of California and eventually become the head 
librarian of an important state university.  

(For more information, see Joseph Dieffenbach Layman at ancestry.com and the Find-A-Grave websites.) 

At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade; the Rare Book Hub shows nothing similar has 
appeared at auction, and OCLC shows nothing similar in any institutional collection. 

$500 #10596           
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20. [ADVERTISING – LETTERHEADS & COVERS] [MEDICINE – COUGH DROPS] [PHILATELY]  

1889 – A letter written on illustrated letterhead and enclosed in an illustrated advertising envelope for 
the company that marketed the first cough drops in the world. 

This illustrated letterhead and advertising envelope 
for Smith Brothers’ Cough Drops was sent by Nettie E. 
Lawrence of Poughkeepsie, New York to Dawin W. 
Esmond of Newburgh, New York on July 26, 1889. The 
envelope is franked with a two-cent Washington 
stamp (Scott #213), which was cancelled by a duplex 
Poughkeepsie postmark the same day. Both are in nice 
shape. 

Both the letterhead and the advertising cover feature 
the company’s famous bearded-cameo illustration 
that appeared on their boxes of cough drops for years. 

In the late 1840s, the Smith Brothers’ father, James, 
opened an ice cream parlor in New York, and shortly 
thereafter, purchased the recipe for a cough drop that 
he enjoyed from a passing peddler. He began to make 
and sell the lozenges, which he named “Smith 
Brothers Cough Drops,” for his sons, from glass jars on 
a countertop.  After he died in 1866, his sons, William 
and Andrew, took over the family business and soon 
found drug stores selling generic products that looked 
similar to but were not as tasty nor as effective as their 
drops.  To combat this piracy, the brothers began 
packaging the drops in branded boxes in 1872 with a 
logo that featured portraits of their bearded faces. 
After they trademarked their logo in 1877, the brothers noted the fact by adding the words “Trade” and 
“Mark” to their logo.  “Trade” appeared under William’s image, and “Mark” appeared under Andrew. In 
no time at all, the brothers’ first names were forgotten, and the public referred to them as Trade and Mark. 

The brothers vigorously defended their drops and trademark, and their bearded faces soon became 
famous and recognizable faces in America. Upon their death, the brothers’ sons took over the business 
and introduced menthol drops and cough syrup in the 1920s.  The families sold the company to Warner-
Lambert in 1963, who, in turn, sold it to F & F Foods of Chicago.  F & F Foods in 1972, emphasized their 
logo instead and soon recognition of the Smith Brothers’ name and portraits began to fade. The brand 
was sold twice more and finally as demand steadily decreased, production of the once famous drops 
stopped in 2016. In 2021, the brand was purchased by Lanes Brands, which have been working steadily 
to establish a new customer base by producing the original drops and several variations in small batches 
for sale both in the United States and worldwide. 

It is not clear what relationship Nettie Lawrence had with the company, but it is possible that she worked 
as a member of its office staff, as some city directories and other genealogical materials note that she 
worked as an office clerk. 

Fine examples of one the most famous American trademarks. 

$150 #10597           

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010597/nettie-e-lawrence/1889-a-letter-written-on-illustrated-letterhead-and-enclosed-in-an-illustrated-advertising
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010597/nettie-e-lawrence/1889-a-letter-written-on-illustrated-letterhead-and-enclosed-in-an-illustrated-advertising


 

21. [MEDICINE - HOSPITALS] [RELIGION – CHINA MISSIONARIES] [PHILATELY] 

1895-1896 – A collection of incoming mail received by a prominent American medical missionary family 
in China that fortunately avoided being butchered at Paotingfu during the Boxer Rebellion due to an 
illness that forced their return to the United States 

This archive of  nine letters, enclosed in their original mailing 
envelopes, was sent to Dr. Willis C. Noble, his wife, Wilhemina (Willa), 
and young son, Willis Jr. in Paotingfu (now, Baoding) via Tientsin  (now, 
Tianjin) by their daughters/sisters, Willa C. (Carey) and Sarah G. (Sadie), 
in New Haven, Connecticut between January 1895 and September 
1896. Most are franked with a five-cent Grant stamp (Scott #270), 
however on is franked with one one-cent Franklin stamp (Scott #264) 
and two two-cent Washington stamps (Scott #265). All have been 
canceled with either machine or duplex New Haven postmarks. More 
importantly, all bear scarce U.S. Postal Agency Shanghai receiving 
handstamps and an accompanying red Shanghai or Tientsin customs 
marks in varying degrees of clarity. Six of the nine envelopes are 
specifically marked for forwarding to Paotingfu instead of pickup at 
Tientsin. All letters and their mailing envelopes are in nice shape. 

In these joyful letters, the young women inform their missionary family 
about life back home including a detailed description about the good-natured sorority hazing, academic 
successes, ice-skating ventures, church services and events including suppers, pigging-out on mince pie, 
visits to the shore and swimming, family dinners, clamming with grandparents,  and play-fighting with each 
other while pretending to be dogs. In one of the letters, Sadie included drawings of herself and her mother. 
The letters are also filled with repeated queries about their father’s increasingly poor health. 

Noble, who was born in New England in 1854, developed an interest in Chinese missionary work. During 
his first visit he was struck by the population’s immense need for medical assistance so returned home 
and completed a degree from Belleview Medical School. Upon graduation, he returned to China with his 
wife, Willa, where they served for 14 years at the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
(ABCFM) North China Station in Peking (now, Beijing). In 1893, Willis was sent to Paotingfu, the provincial 
capital of Chihli Provence and over the next seven years he rebuilt and enlarged the mission compound 
and built a small hospital complete with a pharmacy. In one year alone, the hospital treated 10,772 
outpatients, performed 305 surgical procedures, and maintained an inpatient census of 100.  He exhausted 
himself and became seriously ill in 1895. After recovering a bit, Willis suffered a relapse in 1900 after which 
he returned to the United States to recuperate along with his family. Shortly after his departure, anti-
white/anti-Christian brigands and revolutionaries attacked his mission at the beginning of the Boxer 
Rebellion and butchered all the residents. The mission did not reopen until the rebellion was quashed. 

Mail to the mission at Paotingfu is even more scarce than mail sent from it, as most incoming mail saved 
by missionaries was destroyed during the massacre when the compound was razed. At the time of listing, 
nothing similar is for sale in the trade. OCLC shows none held by institutions, and the Rare Book Hub shows 
none as having ever appeared at auction. However, two significant lots of similar mail sent to Noble at 
Peking, Tientsin, and Paotingfu, totaling about 150 letters have been sold at philatelic auctions in Hong 
Kong in 2019 and New York in 2020. Selling prices averaged $250 per item without consideration of their 
contents.   

(For more information, see the InterAsia Auctions Catalog (23-24 June 2019.)  

$1,750   #10598           

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010598/1895-1896-a-collection-of-incoming-mail-received-by-a-prominent-american-medical-missionary
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010598/1895-1896-a-collection-of-incoming-mail-received-by-a-prominent-american-medical-missionary


 

22. [ADVERTISING – CATALOGS & COVERS] [BUSINESS – MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS] [MUSIC – FOLK & 
COUNTRY] [MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS – AUTOHARP] [PHILATELY] 

1900 – A small collection of advertising material for the Zimmermann Autoharp Company 

This collection of material 
consists of one illustrated 
Zimmermann autoharp 
catalog, one used 
Zimmerman advertising 
cover, one unused generic 
advertising cover for 
Dolgeville, New York,  
businesses, and a one letter 
and reply, both in German 
that was enclosed in the 
used advertising cover. All 
in nice shape. 

The autoharp is a string 
instrument in the zither 
family that features a set of 
bars with separate damping 
pads that mute strings not 
belonging to a specified 
chord. A chord is played by 
pressing the corresponding 
bar against the strings with 
one hand while strumming 
the strings with the other. 

The concept for the instrument originated in Germany, and most give credit for its invention to German 
immigrant Charles F. Zimmermann, who applied for a U. S. patent in December of 1881. More recently, a 
case has suggested that Zimmerman may have simply improved on a design created earlier by Karl August 
Gütter who did not file a German patent until 1884.  

Regardless, Zimmermann coined the term ‘autoharp’ and was the first to manufacture and sell them to 
the public from Philadelphia, beginning in 1885. The instruments filled a previously empty niche by 
providing a rather simple instrument to learn to play and accompany home singing. It also found favor in 
several regional music including folk, country, bluegrass, and Celtic. In 1893, Zimmermann sold his patent 
and company to Alfred Dolge, who established a factory in Dolgeville, New York, and built over one-half 
million autoharps to meet the instrument’s growing demand. After overextending himself, Dolge was 
forced into bankruptcy in 1898, and the company was sold at auction. Dolge’s former assistant, Theodore 
H. Roth, purchased the firm, which he named The Zimmermann Autoharp Company. Roth continued to 
manufacture autoharps until around 1910, when he sold the business to the Phonoharp Company of 
Boston, which later merged with Oscar Schmidt. The Oscar Schmidt Company, despite changes in 
ownership, continues to produce autoharps today. 

The die-cut illustrated catalog was produced during Roth’s tenure of company ownership. It contains 
nine pages of highlighted models that are introduced by a storyline of a musician purchasing autoharps 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010599/charles-f-zimmermann-sometimes-zimmerman/1900-a-small-collection-of-advertising-material-for-the-zimmerman-autoharp-company


 

of varying sophistication for different members 
of his family. The Smithsonian Magazine 
featured this catalog as a classic bit of American 
advertising in an article by Alexia McClain, “A 
Uniquely Shaped Trade Catalog with a Story,” in 
its November 2019 which is available online. 

The unused Dolgeville advertising cover features 
a map of the region with a blank space in the 
upper left corner, where business could insert 
their addresses and other information. 

The used Dolgeville advertising cover features 
the map along with a corner card advertising the 
Zimmermann Autoharp Company.  

The used Dolgeville-Zimmerman cover contains 
the final item in this group, a letter and reply 
written in what to me is an undecipherable 
cursive German script. 

(For more information, see the Smithsonian 
Magazine article referenced above, “History of the 
Autoharp” at the AutoharpStore website, and 
“autoharp” at the Grinnell College Musical 
Instrument Collection website.) 

A very scarce grouping. At the time of listing, no 
similar items are for sale in the trade, and the Rare 
Book Hub shows none as having come up for auction. OCLC identifies no institutional holdings of these 
items. 

 

$500  #10599           

  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010599/charles-f-zimmermann-sometimes-zimmerman/1900-a-small-collection-of-advertising-material-for-the-zimmerman-autoharp-company


 

23. [ADVERTISING – BROADSIDES & COVERS] [EDUCATION – VETERINARY SCHOOL] [EMPLOYMENT – 
FEDERAL] [FOOD & DRINK – INSPECTIONS] 

1905 – A broadside recruiting “Young Men” to attend a veterinary school to become qualified to serve 
as federal civil service food inspectors. 

This broadside, advertising the Western 
Veterinary College, measures 6.5” x 9”. It is 
enclosed in its advertising envelope that 
features an illustration of the school.  The 
envelope, which was sent to a prospective 
student in Ohio, is franked with a two-cent 
Washington stamp (Scott #319) that has been 
canceled with a Kansas City machine postmark 
dated April 15, 1905.  The broadside is in nice 
shape with some minor mailing folds; the 
envelope has some foxing. 

The broadside ‘shouts out’ in print: 

YOUNG MEN 

Given a thorough and complete course in 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery at the 
Western Veterinary College, Kansas City, 

Missouri, preparatory to taking the 

CIVIL SERVICE 

Examination for positions as Meat Inspectors 
in the service of the United States 

Government These position command a 
salary of from 

$1,200.00 to $3,000.00 

A YEAR 

The Western Veterinary College was located in 

Kansas City, Missouri. It opened for business in 

1897 and shut its doors in 1908. During its 11 

years of operation, it produced 178 graduates. 

(For more information, see “Former Veterinary 

Medical Institutions in the United States” 

online at the American Veterinary Medical 

Association.) 

Perhaps the only extant example. At the time 

of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows no others have ever appeared 

at auction, and OCLC identifies no institutional holdings.  

$150  #10600            

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010600/1905-a-broadside-recruiting-young-men-to-attend-a-veterinary-school-to-become-qualified-to-serve-as
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010600/1905-a-broadside-recruiting-young-men-to-attend-a-veterinary-school-to-become-qualified-to-serve-as


 

24. [ADVERTISING – BILLHEADS] [BUSINESS – NURSERIES] [EMBASSIES – CHINESE] [GARDENING] [QING 
DYNASTY] 

1910 – Illustrated billhead from the New York firm,  Peter Henderson & Company Seedsmen and Florists, 
documents the sale of flowers and seeds to the Chinese Legation in Washington, just before the Qing 
Dynasty collapsed and was replaced by the Republic of China 

This one-page billhead receipt from Peter Henderson & 
Company of New York, dated November 21, 1910, 
documents the sale of seeds and flowers to Mr. W. P. 
Chung of the Chinese Legation in Washington D.C. There 
is Chinese docketing on the reverse. In nice shape. 

The “Old Chinese[ADVERTISING – BROADSIDES & 
COVERS] [EDUCATION – VETERINARY SCHOOL] 
[EMPLOYMENT – FEDERAL] [FOOD & DRINK – 
INSPECTIONS] 

1905 – A broadside recruiting “Young Men” to attend a 
veterinary school to become qualified to serve as 
federal civil service food inspectors. 

 Legation” in Washington, D. C. was located in a large, 
three-story brick mansion at 2001 19th Street NW.  It 
was designed by architect Waddy B. Wood. The legation 
served the Qing Dynasty and later the Republic of China 
until 1944, after which it became private condominiums. 

The Manchu-led Imperial Qing Dynasty, which had ruled 
China since 1636, was on the verge of collapse when its legation purchased these landscaping plants and 
seeds for its staff in Washington, D. C. The emperor had died in 1908, and court sycophants fought to 
control his two-year-old successor.  

An armed uprising would begin in Wuchang in less than 
a year, and by January 1, 1912, Sun Yat Sen’s Republic of 
China would have taken control of the government.  

No doubt, Mr. Chung, who made this purchase, would 
have been replaced at that time. 

$100   #10601     

 

 

  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010601/1910-illustrated-billhead-from-the-new-york-firm-peter-henderson-company-seedsmen-and-florists
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25. [COMPOSERS – IRVING BERLIN[ [MUSIC – RAGTIME] [THEATER – BROADWAY] [PHOTOGRAPHY – 
PRESS PHOTOS]  

1914 – Original press photograph of the chorus line from Irving Berlin’s first Broadway musical 

This original press 
photograph for 
Irving Berlin’s first 
Broadway musical, 
Watch Your Step, 
measures 12.75” x 
8.5”. It features the 
show’s chorus line 
of eight young 
women, known as 
the “Eight 
Debutantes.”   In 
nice shape with a 
small ‘ding’ in the 
lower margin. 

A handstamp on 
the reverse reads, 
“Culver Service / 
205 East 42nd Street / New York / Reproduction of this Photograph must copy our credit line / This picture 
is loaned for one reproduction only and must not be sold, loaned or syndicated. Must not be used for 
advertising without written permission.”  Additional docketing in pencil and red crayon provides show 
particulars including “New Amsterdam Theater”, the venue where it was presented. There is also a 1940s 
or 1950s Culver label affixed with the serial number 1071. 

At 26-years-old in 1914, Irving Berlin was already a Tin Pan Alley hitmaker having written Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band and Everybody’s Doin’ It. But, although he had done some minor collaboration on Broadway 
shows, he had not (nor had anyone else from Tim Pan Alley) ever completed an entire score by himself.  
Still, the producer, Charles Dillinghan, decided to take a chance and allow Berlin to create an entire ragtime 
musical. 

Watch Your Step was an immediate success, a hit show that played for over three years. It starred the 
famous dance team of Vernon and Irene Castle and featured vaudeville comedians Frank Tinney, Charles 
King, and Elizabeth Brice. The show contained one smash counterpoint hit song (his first), Simple Melody, 
which is still recorded today.  The two highlights of the show were its grand opera parody and 
performances by the Eight Debutantes chorus line.  

(For more information, see Watch Your Step at the American Classics website and “Irving Berlin Watch 
your Step” at the AllMusic website.) 

A scarce press photo for a most important production. At the time of listing, no others are for sale in the 
trade, the Rare Book Hub shows none have appeared at auction, and OCLC identifies no institutional 
holdings.  None have appeared on eBay per Worthpoint; however, it records that two press photos of the 
original cast have been sold on that venue. 

SOLD  #10602    



 

26. [BEEKEEPING] [BUSINESS – APICULTURE] [PHOTOGRAPHY – VERNACULAR and RPPC] 

1917-1920 – Sales letter and 13 photographs of Sunnyside Apiaries, a large, single-owner beekeeping 
business in Montana. 

The one-page sales letter 
(appears to be a retained 
copy) is on Sunnyside Apiaries 
letterhead and dated October 
9th, 1917. It is from B. F. 
(Benjamin Franklin) Smith at 
Fromberg, Montana, a small 
community near Billings. It 
reads in part: 

“Your favor of Oct 5th 
enclosing $600.00 check at 
hand. We are rushing 
everything to get this 
[box]car moving . . . in two 
weeks. [What] I have to do . 
. . is to buy up small lots 
from little producers and do 
the grading myself and also haul the honey. . .. I have put in 
five big days with myself and my truck hauling some of it 20 
miles and have picked up 200 cases. Tomorrow I leave for 
Powell Wyo to get 150 cases more, this will be 55 miles but all 
I will have to do will be inspect as it is from members of the 
Assn. Another 150 cases will be ready in 10 days. . .. We have 
to stamp it with our stamp and part of it furnish the cases, so 
the advance . .  . will not begin to pay half of the extra expense. 
. .. We have maybe 45 to 50 cases of extracted and this will 
make about 1,000 cases of comb.”   

All of the vernacular photographs are approximately 5.5” x 5”. 
Four are real photograph postcards (RPPCs). One photo is dated 
August 31, 1920, on the reverse. All are in nice shape; one is 
slightly out of focus. They show: the business truck with signage, 
a person tending chickens, and eleven others showing the hives, 
a honey house, ancillary buildings, and railroad tracks. 

Smith was born in 1874 and married Almira Jane Coe, and together they had two children. He was a 
prominent apiarist and president of the Montana Beekeepers’ Association. He died in a railroad accident 
in 1928, when his car was struck by a locomotive at a crossing near his home and the apiary.  

(For more information, see newspaper and genealogical articles about Benjamin Franklin Smith.) 

Quite scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The rare book shows nothing 
similar has appeared at auction. OCLC shows several institutions hold singular photographs of apiaries and 
apiarists, but only one holds a similar collection of photographs, without any sales letters. 

$650 #10603    

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010603/b-f-smith-benjamin-franklin/1917-1920-sales-letter-and-13-photographs-of-sunnyside-apiaries-a-large-single-owner-beekeeping
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27. [BUSINESS - INVESTING & OIL WELLS] 

1921-1924 – Small archive relating to a failed investment in the Lucille Oil Company 

There are five items in 
this group that 
document an investment 
in a failed oil well 
company by Mr. Earl 
Hinchman of Seattle, 
Washington. 

Two letters that were 
sent to Henchman by 
registered mail on 27 
July 1921 from Lloyd, 
Pettegrew & Meyer of 
New York City. 

A large (8.75” x 11.5”) 
four-page illustrated 
prospectus from the 
Lucille Oil Company 
of El Dorado, Arkansas. It features a large illustration of a gushing 20,000 barrel/day oil strike  on the 
front cover. The inside panels reproduce newspaper articles about the strike. The back cover provides 
information about investing in oil. 

A large (8.5” x 13.75”) two-page Bulletin Service touting the company’s new Ogallala properties “where 
we hope for very early results.”  

A Western Union Telegram the company’s “Derrick Coordinator” at El Dorado, dated 13 August 1921 
informing Henchman that “Lucille Number One Derrick Completed. Several New Wells in Vicinity Your 
Location Estimated Making Ten Thousand Bbls. . .. More Increases Expected. . .. Your Lease Very 
Valuable.” 

A letter from the Lucille Oil Company Home Office, dated 19 August 1921, congratulating Henchman on 
his “purchase of some stock in the Lucille Oil Company” and praising his “rare judgment” to invest in an 
opportunity “from which all the risk has practically been eliminated. . ..” 

A form letter, dated 10 July 1924, addressed to “Stockholders Lucille Oil Co.” that reads in part: 

“ We desire to state to you the unvarnished truth. . .. The property was left in [the] charge of a bonded 
leaseman, who through mismanagement [and] a cyclone resulted in . . . a foreclosure of [our] mortgage. 
. .. If we can raise $6,500 we will purchase the mortgage. . .. To be explicit, those who fail to contribute 
to this fund will have no further interest in these wells. {This] must be done in ten days. . .. Enough said. 
Do not delay. Send as much as you can raise. . .. “ 

This was likely a swindle from start to finish, as I have been unable to find any information about the Lucille 
Oil Company of Arkansas. 

$100 #10604           
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28. [MEDICINE – HOSPITALS] [MILITARY – WORLD WAR I] [PHILATELY] 

1918 – A letter from an overweight, overtired, and, especially, overworked but dedicated medic who 
managed a ward in an overcrowded base hospital near Nantes, France 

This four-page letter from J. K. Leister of Base 
Hospital #38 near Nantes, France to his mother 
back home in Pottstown, Pennsylvania is dated 17 
August 1918. It is enclosed in its original mailing 
envelope and bears a manuscript “Soldiers Mail” 
annotation along with a standard censor 
handstamp. Although APO 767 is referenced in 
Leister’s return address, the cover is not 
postmarked.  In nice shape 

In this letter, Leister reports 

“Last night was the first night I’ve had my clothes 
off since Sunday. . .. A red cross train came in 
Monday and I’ve been on the go ever since. 
Another is due to-night at 830 so little Johnny 
won’t sleep again for several days. It will be work, 
work, work from morning until night, and then all 
night. But that’s what I’m here for and as long as I 
can stand it. . .. You’ve never had to handle a fifty-
bed ward with one assistant and no nurse. I’m just 
about ready to drop. . .. I wonder how much 
longer it will last.” 

During World War One, base hospitals were the 
most sophisticated medical facilities in theater. 
Located far behind the front lines, they treated only 
the most severely wounded soldiers after they had 
already been stabilized at more forward hospitals and aid stations. They had x-ray departments, multiple 
operating theaters, large medical staffs, and many beds for both treatment and stabilization before further 
evacuation to the states or possibly rehabilitation and return to the front. 

Base Hospital No. 38 was formed primarily from the medical staff of the Jefferson Medical College and 
Hospital of Philadelphia. After the war it published an informal history/yearbook. It notes that Leister was 
consistently teased for his weight and always wanting to sleep. The caption under his photo read,  
“Please go ‘way and let me sleep.” 

A very nice letter documenting the endless work required of the staffs in the medical units of the American 
Expeditionary Force. 

$100 #10605              
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29. [DISASTERS – HURRICANES] [FLORIDIANA] [FOOD & DRINK – CITRUS] 

1928 – Letters from a Florida citrus grower recounting his survival from the second worst hurricane to 
ever strike the United States 

Six letters, which contain entries for eight different days, 
sent by citrus grower Charles L. Warren of Fellsmere, Florida 
to two of his sisters, one named Olive, between 4 March and 
23 September 1928.  Five of the entries describe living 
through the Great Okeechobee Hurricane and its aftermath. 
A twig from Warren’s destroyed fruit crop accompanies one 
of the letters.  Based on the letter’s content Warren must 
have misdated two of them; the letter dated 9 August was 
probably written on 19 September and the letter dated 20 
August was probably written on 20 September. No mailing 
envelopes. In nice shape. 

The Okeechobee hurricane of 1928 (“Florida's Forgotten 
Storm”) was one of the deadliest hurricanes in the recorded 
history of the North Atlantic and the second deadliest 
hurricane to strike the United States; only the Galveston 
hurricane of 1900 killed more people than the 2,500, mostly 
Floridians, who died in this storm. To this day, it remains 
Florida’s most deadly disaster. 

Around noon on 17 September, the hurricane made landfall 
not far from West Palm Beach with winds approaching 150 
mph almost immediately destroying over 1,700 homes. 
Worse, the storm surge overloaded Lake Okeechobee 
flooding hundreds of square miles with water up to 20 feet deep, drowning well over 2,500 people, and 
causing $25 million of damage (over $450 million in today’s money). It briefly returned to the ocean before 
making a second landfall near Edisto Island, South Carolina and then traveling over North Carolina. Overall, 
it caused more than $100 million of damage ($1.8 billion in today’s money) and killed more than 4,000 
people. 

Warren’s recounting of the storm and its aftermath reads in part: 

“I am alive and not harmed bodily, but badly hurt other wise. I had the largest crop of fruit on my trees 
that was ever  on them, Now I have about $500 worth on the ground and the trees stripped bare of 
leaves. Look about like the trees do in the north in winter. My buildings stood the wind in very good 
shape. 

“The first building to go down was the R Rail oil house, the fire, Big 8 car garage full of cars, the car sheds, 
freight house, 100 ft. hotel annex blowed off the foundation. Every building here was more or less 
damaged. A lot of them turned off their foundations. . .. They will have to be torn down. . .. The hurrycane 
did a tremendouse lot of damage ever where it struck. About 90 or 95% of our crop of fruit is a dead 
loss. Three families were mad homeless by the house blowing down. We had over a foot of rain fall in 
less than a day. . .. The wind blew hard enough, to strip the bark off . . . the trees. . .. Some of the leaves 
are left [but they] are turning yellow now. 

“One man estimates his loss on fruit alone at over $100,000.00 besides the damage to his trees. . .. It 
will take three years to bring the trees back. . .. 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010606/charles-l-warren/1928-letters-from-a-florida-citrus-grower-recounting-his-survival-from-the-second-worst-hurricane


 

“It blowed all the telegraph and 
telephone wires down, poles and all. 
We got about 15 inches of rain. . .. 
Okeechobee got 18 inches in a day. . .. I 
just went over the Kissimmee rive Sat. 
before the storm . . .not more than 80-
90 feet wide, [now] a raging torrent 
more than 37 miles across . . . 8 inches 
of water to 5 feet [deep]. 

“R. Road grades gone, so that two 
roads stopped the sale of tickets. The 
papers here seldom print any thing that 
might be a damage to getting people 
here [but the damage to everything] 
will amount to more than a million 
dollars in this locality. 

“We are having the worst time with 
mosquitos . . . that I have ever seen. 
Roads in awful shape [only] about 240 
miles of good road in Fla. 

“I can walk better than I have been able 
too for more than 5 years. During the 
storm, I took 25 grains of aspirin a day 
[for] two days. Then the doctor changed the medicine [and] I felt different. . .. I went to bed [on] the 13th 
. . . but the wind howled so that no sleep. Saturday night and Sunday night sat in a chair all night without 
and light and a lone [because] if the house blew down . . . and no light . . . it would not burn up. . .. 

“The wind [blew] at a 130 miles an hour and [staid] with it for more than 30 hours. . .. A real disaster. . .. 
Papers here don’t even print one half of the horror. . .. 4 or 5 whole towns gone. . .. 17 to 20 feet of water 
all over in one of the towns. . .. Death list will be over 1000 . . . already found about 800. . .. One man 
came in from there to-night and says they have buried over 1300 people now. There are two towns they 
can’t go to without boats. . ..” 

(For more information, see “Teacher’s Guide to the Special Exhibit: The Storm: 1928 Remembered” at the 
Palm Beach Historical Society website.) 

Very scarce and very descriptive in-the-moment first-hand disaster writing about a tremendous storm that 
is seldom, if ever, brought up during hurricane coverage today. At the time of listing, there are no other 
first-hand accounts for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows no similar accounts having ever 
appeared at auction. OCLC reports that only one institution, the University of Florida, had one personal 
papers collection with similar material. 

$500 #10606     
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30. [HOLIDAYS – CHRISTMAS] [MILITARY – WORLD WAR II] [PHOTOGRAPHY – MILITARY] 

1941 -  A photo-illustrated Christmas card from the deployment of the first American troops sent to 
Alaska as a result of the increasing military threat from Japan 

In the mid-1930s, Alaskans began 
requesting that Congress consider the 
possibility of that Japan might expand its 
aggression in northern Asia into their 
region. As it became clear that the 
Japanese threat was real. In 1940, funds 
were appropriated to construct 
defensive facilities from Anchorage to 
Sitka and Kodiak to Unalaska. The most 
important of these was Fort Richardson.  
A small contingent of engineers arrived 
and began building a small fort named in 
honor of General Wilds P. Richardson, 
the first president of the Alaska Board of 
Road Commissioners, which included an 
airfield named in honor of Capt. Hugh 
Elmendorf who had died in a 1933 aircraft 
accident at Ohio’s Wright Field.  

The Army also arranged to purchase a 
tract of land near Fort Richardson to use 
as a training range for the recently 
activated Washington-based 81st Field 
Artillery Battalion. The four-company 
battalion deployed to Fort Richardson in 
March of 1940. After the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor, elements of the unit were deployed to the Seward  Peninsula in the first major airlift 
of the war to prepare for a Japanese invasion. Other elements sailed to St. Paul Island to defend valuable 
seal rookeries and provide an outpost guarding Bristo Bay and the Bering Sea approach to Alaska. 
Subsequently, the battalion was consolidated at Nome before returning to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, to 
reorganize as a tractor-drawn 155 mm Howitzer unit. After training in England, it landed on Omaha Beach 
during Operation Overlord, the amphibious Normandy Invasion of Europe. It fought throughout Europe 
including the Battle of the Bulge at Bastogne, crossed the Rhine River on the famous treadway bridge at 
St. Goar, and, later, occupied Stenn, Germany. 

This Christmas card was produced by the battalion’s C Company. The cover shows the crossed cannons 
of the artillery branch, the unit’s Distinctive Unit Insignia, and photomechanical illustrations of a totem 
pole and sled dog. Two photographs and rosters are included: one of the battalion staff and the other of 
C Company.  In nice shape with some soiling to the cardboard cover.  

(For more information, see “History and Operations of the Eighty First Field Artillery Battalion: 8 June 1940 
to 7 May 1945, unattributed author. 

Very scarce. At the time of listing no other cards from the battalion are for sale in the trade. Rare Book 
Hub shows none have appeared at auction, and OCLC identifies none in institutional collections. 

$250 #10607             
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https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010607/1941-a-photo-illustrated-christmas-card-from-the-deployment-of-the-first-american-troops-sent-to


 

31. [BUSINESS – INTERNATIONAL TRADE] [MILITARY – WORLD WAR II] [PHILATELY]  

1941 – A letter from a Shanghai trader soliciting clothing and textile business from the San Diego 
Submarine Base in anticipation of a coming war between Japan and the United States 

This one-page typed letter from The Reliance Company 
of Shanghai, dated 12 July 1941 was sent to “The Ship’s 
Service Dept.” at the” U.S. Naval Station U.S. Submarine 
Base” in San Diego, California. It is enclosed in its mailing 
envelope with appropriately franked Chinese stamps 
canceled by legible Shanghai postmarks. In nice shape. 

The letter repeatedly references “world conditions” and 
suggests that orders should be place quickly. It reads in 
part: 

“RE: Special Sales of Emb’d Linens, Lace Dry Goods, 
Chinese Silk Underwear, Appenzell, Emb’d 
Handkerchiefs, Etc. Amounting to US$150,000 
Approximately. . .. 

“Supplies of both your Officers and Clients. . .. we are 
glad to applicant ourselves to serve you with all of our 
famous products of the same. . .. 

“We have been well communicating with all those 
famous Post Exchanges & Ship’s Service Stores  . . . in 
Coco Solo, Fort Davis, Fance Field, Port Amador, Fort 
Clayton . . . US Government Establishments in St. 
Thomas, V.I.; Tientsin, China; etc. . .. 

“We wish to state that at present, we are having the fresh stock of a fine variety of Emb’d Table Cloths & 
Napkins, Tea Sets, Slucheon Sets . . . Sheets and Pillow Slips, Handkerchiefs, Coilies, Runners, Silk 
Underward, Men’s Robes, Mandarin Coats, Pyamas, etc. . .. All are of the best makes. . .. 

“Owing to the present world conditions prevailing, it is understood that for the complete defence of your 
place, both of USN Naval Force and the requirement so our lines are greatly increased, so that as for your 
future demands, we wish you would AT ONCE to send us your valuable orders. . .. 

“As to the prices, there will be no question at all. . .. It’s possible for us to give you the most remarkable 
low prices for the best goods obtainable. . .. 

“We are having a whole confidence in US Government Organization, and so, we need not deposits for 
any of your sized orders placed in with us. . .. 

“Please note that due to the disturbed conditions existing, yet we are wondering if it is still possible for 
us to make our further shipment just as smoothly as before, so that you are strongly requested as to 
consider to send us order in an early date. . ..” 

An interesting commercial solicitation from a company that would soon no longer exist sent to an 
organization that would soon be too occupied to worry about silk underwear and mandarin jackets.  

At the time of listing, there are no records of similar items for sale in the trade, having appeared at auction, 
or held by institutions. 

$100 #10608              

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010608/the-reliance-company/1941-a-letter-from-a-shanghai-trader-soliciting-clothing-and-textile-business-from-the-san-diego
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010608/the-reliance-company/1941-a-letter-from-a-shanghai-trader-soliciting-clothing-and-textile-business-from-the-san-diego


 

32. [CRIME – MAIL FRAUD] [PHILATELY] 

1998 – A pair of letters from the massive Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation mail fraud scheme 
that flooded the United States before it transitioned into the Nigerian Prince email scam. 

These two identical form letters were sent from Lagos, Nigeria to 
Hideo Yokata of Belmont, California in September of 1998. They are 
hand signed by purportedly different individuals, Dr. Abdul Sule and 
Dr. J. Balewa, but otherwise contain the same contact information. 
They are enclosed in airmail envelopes bearing identical fraudulent 
postage meter markings and postmarks. (At the time, Nigeria did not 
allow the use of metered postage payments.) Both form letters are in 
nice shape as is one of the mailing envelopes. The other mailing 
envelope was damaged in transit and is enclosed in an official USPS 
“We Care” apology envelope.  The letters read in part: 

                                  URGENT & CONFIDENTIAL 

              BUSINESS PROPOSAL STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

I am a member of the Federal Government of Nigeria Contract 
Award and Monitoring Committee in the Nigeria National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC). 

Sometime ago, a contract was awarded to a foreign firm in NNPC by my committee. This contract was 
over invoiced to the tune of US$21.5M. This was done deliberately. The over-invoicing was by my 
committee to benefit from the project. We now desire to transfer this money which is in a Suspense 
Account with NNPC in any Overseas Account which we expect you to provide for us. 

                                                                             SHARE 

For providing the account where we shall remit the money, you will be entitled to 30% of the money 60% 
will be for me and my partners while 10% has been mapped out from the total sum to cover any 
expenses. . .. 

I would require [your baking and contact information. . .. 

In late 1966, the Secret Service advised the public that every week it received thousands of complaints 
that scammers from Lagos, Nigeria were singling out owners and CEOs of businesses attempting to steal 
banking information. Although they were “ridiculous” schemes, many were suckered, even with skeptics 
who “desperately want[ed] the deal to be genuine.”  

The scammers went into overdrive in 1998, and the U. S. Postal Inspection service seized more than 2 
million Nigerian scam letters between March 30th and November 10th, most of it at Kennedy airport in 
New York. The agent in charge estimated American consumers were being swindled out of $100 million 
annually. The cons were simultaneously swindling the Nigerian government out of postage fees by using 
fraudulent stamps and meter marks. 

(For more information, see “Postal inspectors seize scam letter from Nigeria” and “Nigerian mail-fraud 
scheme is generating collectible stamps and covers by the score,” Linn’s Stamp News, 13 July and 30 
November 1998. Copies of both will be included.) 

At the time, almost all recipients disposed of these letters, even those who fell for the scam, so despite 
the thousands that were delivered to the United States, few exist today. They occasionally appear for sale 
at stamp shows, eBay, or HipStamp. 

SOLD #10609              



 

 

 

Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of  

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books. 

---------- 

We hope you can join us at our final live shows of the year. 

21-23 November 2025 – Chicago Philatelic Exhibitions (Chicagopex), Itasca, Illinois 

 


