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8.  1862 – A Civil War slave-carried letter from a Tennessee soldier who helped construct and then 
defend fortifications at Port Hudson, Louisiana, to keep Mississippi River supply lines open for the 
Confederacy 

This two-page letter was carried “by Gus,” a family slave, from Steven Goodlo Warren of the 9th 
Tennessee Cavalry Battalion to his brother. It is datelined “Port Hudson La. / Decr 4th 1862”.  
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1. [BUSINESS – BANKING, INSURANCE, & INTERNATIONAL TRADE]  [FOOD & DRINK] [SLAVERY] 
[VIRGINIANA] 

1810-1811 – Ledger of transactions for the “Bank of Potomac with Marine Insurance Co.”  

This leather-bound ledger measures approximately 5.5” x 8” 
and contains 74 pages, 57 of which were used  to record 
transactions between the Bank of Potomac with Marine 
Insurance Co.,” both of which were located in the port of 
Alexandria, then part of the District of Columbia. Five pages are 
partially obscured by pasted down recipes clipped from several 
19th century cookbooks. The soft leather covers were 
reattached years ago with a paper spine covering added. 

Colonial Virginia’s grain-based slave economy was at the heart 
of its lucrative, but risky, overseas trade between the City of 
Alexandria and England. Situated on the Atlantic Seaboard Fall 
Line and possessing an exceptional harbor, the port’s ideal 
location became a hub of international trade matched only by 
Philadelphia. To reduce risks, the Alexandria traders had long 
purchased marine insurance from British and northern U.S. 
sources. However, following the American Revolution, the cost 
and inconvenience of doing so, prompted them to protect 
themselves, and in  1797, they formed the Marine Insurance 
Company. Not only did the firm mitigate risks, but it also 
stimulated regional agriculture, which in turn fueled the state’s 
slave-based economy. In 
addition to protecting 
overseas grain 
shipments, the company 
also actively insured 
shipments of slaves from 
Alexandria (which was 
one of the major slave 
trading centers in 
America) to slave-trading 
hubs in the deep-South: 
Charleston, Natchez, and 
New Orleans..  

In 1804, it was nearly 
impossible to receive a 
government charter to 
open a bank, so the 
merchants of Alexandria 
organized the Bank of 



 

Potomac, in association with 
Baltimore’s Union Bank. Seven 
years later, in 1811, the bank 
was officially incorporated.   

This ledger contains the 
names of many prominent 
citizens including Joseph 
Riddle, one of Alexandria’s 
most prolific traders. He, 
along with partners, owned a 
great number of warehouses 
in Alexandria’s harbor district, 
which he used primarily to 
temporarily store flour, wheat 
and other grains awaiting 
shipment to England. Various 
online historical newspapers 
and court records show Riddle 
also dabbled in other goods 
including corn, rum, sugar, 
tobacco, wheat, and, on at 
least one occasion, slaves. 

It appears that the Potomac Bank was eventually absorbed by the Farmers Bank of Richmond, which 
continued to use the same building to house an Alexandria branch office until the region fell under the 
military control of the Union during the early days of the Civil War. In 1863, the building was used as the 
home and executive office of the Unionist Governor of the Restored Government of Virginia, Francis H. 
Pierpont. The bank building still stands today. 

Recipes in the book include Beef a la Mode, Breads (French and Rye), Salads (Chicken, Ham, and Potato), 
Puddings (Oatmeal, Marrow, Plum, Pouding a l’ Anglese, and Pouding a la Parisiane), “Savory Sauces for 
Puddings” (Truffle Sauce, Chestnut Sauce, D’Uxelles Sauce, etc.), and “Excellent Tomato Catsup.  

(For more information, see Howe’s “The Financial Institutions of Washington City in Its Early Days” in vol. 
8 of the Records of the Columbia Historical Society, Crother’s ““Commercial Risk and Capital Formation in 
Early America: Virginia Merchants and the Rise of American Marine Insurance, 1750–1815” in Business 
History Review vol. 78, no. 4, “The Grain Trade of Alexandria, Virginia – 1801-1815” in the 25 October 1927 
issue of The North Carolina Historical Review, and “The Domestic Slave Trade: City of Alexandria , Est. 
1749” at the Historical Marker Database.) 

No doubt, further examinations of the merchants identified in this ledger could provide a deeper 
understanding of Virginia’s slave-based grain economy in the early republic. 

A scarce and important financial record from Alexandria’s heady days as one of the two most important 
international ports in America. At the time of listing, Bank of Potomac records are for sale in the trade, 
and the Rare Book Hub shows no examples have appeared at auction. OCLC reports that a later ledger 
(1813-1820) is held by the New York Historical Society.  Similarly, no records of the Alexandria Maritime 
Insurance Company are for sale in the trade or reported to have been sold at auction. Several of the 
company’s insurance policies are held by the Virginia Historical Society. 

SOLD   $1,500   #10563   



 

2. [MARITIME] [MILITARY – BARBARY PIRATES & WAR OF 1812]  

1814 – Congressional report regarding the threat to enslave an American ship’s crew by the dey of 
Algiers and the vessel’s subsequent seizure by the British at Gibraltar during the War of 1812 

Report of the Committee on the Petition of Bowie and 
Kurtz and Others, Owners of the Ship Allegany. Printed 
by order of the Senate of the United States in 
Washington City by Roger C. Weightman. 1814. Never 
bound and untrimmed. Seven pages. Measures 
approximately 6” x 9¼”. Minor dampstain and soiling. 

This Senate report approved the reimbursement of 
Georgetown, D. C. merchants, Bowie and Kurtz for 
losses after their ship, the Allegany, was seized by the 
British following a threat to enslave its captain and 
crew by the Dey of Algiers, an ally of Great Britain. It 
reads in part: 

“On the twentieth of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and twelve, Richard Forrest . . . chartered 
the ship Allegany (Captain Ebenezer Evelith) . . . for 
the purpose of conveying a cargo of naval and 
military stores to the dey of Algiers, in pursuance of 
an existing treaty. [They] were permitted by the 
President of the United States, to put on board . . . a 
small adventure of their own, adapted to the 
markets of the Mediterranean. . .. That the dey of 
Algiers being displeased at some part of the cargo, 
reused to receive it [as witnessed by] Colonel Tobias 
[the U. S. Consul General to the North African Coast.] 
The next day, [the dey] informed him [that] the consul general and family, together with all American 
citizens at Algiers, and the ship Allegany, cargo, and crew should depart . . . the port of Algiers, in three 
days, under penalty of slavery  . . . and confiscation of the ship and cargo. . .. [At the direction of Colonel 
Lear] the Allegany arrived at Gibraltar [and] the ship and cargo were seized, in consequence of arrival of 
intelligence of the declaration of war by the Unites States against Great Britain . . . and the crew 
imprisoned. . ..” 

It was later discovered that British diplomats had instructed the dey to time his action to coincide with the 
start of the War of 1812. The war prevented the United States from confronting the dey or ransoming the 
U. S. citizens left in Algiers at the time the Allegany departed for Gibraltar.  Immediately after the Treaty of 
Ghent ended the War of 1812, President James Madison, requested that Congress declare War on Algiers, 
and it did so on 3 March 1815. 

Later that July, Commodore Stephen Decatur commanded a U. S. Squadron that destroyed the Algerian 
fleet, forced the dey to release his American prisoners, ended the payment of protective tributes, and 
agreed to the free navigation of U.S. ships in the Mediterranean.   

At the time of listing, no other examples are for sale in the trade, the Rare Book Hub reports that none 
have ever appeared at auction, and OCLC identifies 25 held by institutions. 

$200 #10562   

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010562/1814-congressional-report-regarding-the-threat-to-enslave-an-american-ship-s-crew-by-the-dey-of
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010562/1814-congressional-report-regarding-the-threat-to-enslave-an-american-ship-s-crew-by-the-dey-of
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3. [CRIME – WARRANTS] [LAW – CORVÉE LABOR] [SLAVERY] [TRANSPORTATION – ROADS] 

1818 – Warrant directing constables in Georgia to fine a slave-owner because he did not ensure his 
workers were made available to labor on his county’s roads 

This manuscript warrant measures 8” x 
5.5”. It was signed by the Glynn County 
Sheriff, John Burnett and  sent to the 
county constables.  

The document reads in part: 

“To the Constables for Glynn County. 
You are hereby commanded that [with 
regard to] James Hamilton you may 
Levy or cause to be levied the sum of 
Seventy Seven Dollars & Cost it being 
the amt: of his fine for the non 
attendance of his negroes on the 
Barrington Road on the fourth week in 
Novr: 1818. . .. This shall be your 
warrant for the same. Given under our hands the 20th day of Decr 1818. / John Burnett & / John Harris” 

Online records show that Burnett was the Glynn County Sheriff at the time he signed this warrant. Harris 
cannot be positively identified; however, he is reported to have been a surveyor in a family genealogical 
pamphlet. Perhaps Harris was in charge of the Barrington Road project. 

With roots in the lord-vassal system of the Middle Ages, corvée labor had become a form of unpaid, forced, 
intermittent labor that many American counties used to create and maintain public works, like roads, 
through the physical labor of its citizens. Records of corvée labor in the ante-bellum South are scarce. This 
warrant suggests that James Hamilton decided to ignore a county mandate to have his slaves perform a 
week’s worth of road work for Glynn County.  

Docketing on the reverse indicates Hamilton paid $144, the cost of his fine plus an additional $27 to 
reimburse costs related to serving the warrant. 

Following the Civil War, the 13th Amendment ended slavery and, with it, the ability to require slave-owners 
to provide their workers for government projects. However, “slavery by another name” continued. Georgia 
and other southern states began to incarcerate black men in prison camps for minor crimes and 
subsequently made them work in chain-gangs on public works projects or leased them to private 
employers or companies.  The practice continued in the early 1930s when public outcry following the 
publication of Rober Elliot Burn’s autobiographical best seller, I am a Fugitive from a Georgia Chain Gang! 
and its follow-on similarly titled blockbuster movie starring Paul Muni ended the practice. 

(For more information, see “The Corvée Put Citizens To Work on the Roads” at the Moving North Carolina 
website, “Memorializing a Painful Past . . . Convict Labor. . ..” at the National Center for Civil and Human 
Rights website,  I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang! at Wikipedia, and various genealogical and Glynn 
County historical websites.) 

Quite scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows nothing 
similar has ever appeared at auction. OCLC shows no similar warrants fining slave owners; however, several 
institutions hold documents regarding the use of white citizens performing corvée labor. 

$250  #10564   

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010564/john-burnett/1818-warrant-directing-constables-in-georgia-to-fine-a-slave-owner-because-he-did-not-ensure-his
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4. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [RELIGION – TRACTS] [SLAVERY] 

Circa 1825 – An early American Tract Society pamphlet relating a conversation about religion and the 

Bible held during the American Revolution between a British officer and a literate slave. 

The Happy Negro, to Which is Added, 
the Praying Soldier and the Profligate 
Reclaimed. By [Ambrose Serle]. The 
wood engraving that illustrates the 
wrapper and title page was probably 
created by Alexander  Anderson. New 
York: American Tract Society, no date 
but circa 1825. The front cover is toned 
and has a few chips at the margins. 
There are several old tape mends 
inside the cover. 

Serle was a British official who 
authored a number of Christian essays 
including Americans Against Liberty, a 
pamphlet that defended the British 
Empire as a just and rightful 
government on religious grounds 
against accusations of colonial revolutionaries in America.  

He was appointed as an Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies in 1772 and journeyed to America in 
1774. He was made “clerk of reports” while he traveled with the British Army between 1776 and 1778.  

In this pamphlet, Serle records a conversation about religion and the Bible that he had during that time 
with an African-American slave owned by a New York farmer. 

For more information about Serle, see the Dictionary of National Biography.  For more information about 
the American Tract Society, see Ten Years of Colportage by the American Tract Society, and “Dating 
American Tract Society Publications through 1876” by S. J. Wolfe. 

A scarce pamphlet. At the time of listing, only one other example is for sale in the trade, and it is missing 
a large piece from the title page that includes a section of text from the first page of the essay. No examples 
have appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC reports that 11 institutions hold examples in their 
collections. 

$300 #10577   

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010577/circa-1825-an-early-american-tract-society-pamphlet-relating-a-conversation-about-religion-and
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https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010577/circa-1825-an-early-american-tract-society-pamphlet-relating-a-conversation-about-religion-and


 

5. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] {CRIME – INSURRECTION & MURDER] [SLAVERY] [VIRGINIANA] 

1831 – Three months of contemporary newspaper coverage of “The Insurrection of the Blacks,” also 

known as Nat Turner’s Rebellion 

This lot includes some of the earliest reporting on Nat 

Turner's revolt in Southampton, Virginia, which began on 21 

Aug 1831. These five issues from the Niles Weekly Register 

recount the event and together provide an extraordinary 

contemporary record of the slaughter in which about 40 

slaves hacked, stabbed, and clubbed to death 60 white 

people. Many of the victims were killed in their sleep and 

most of those killed were women and young children, 

eleven of whom were students, decapitated after being 

trapped in a school classroom. All of the issues are 

complete. None have ever been trimmed or bound, and 

their fore-edges subsequently show wear. The last four 

leaves of the 17 September issue appear to have been 

reattached. The 27 August issue has a light damp stain. The 

3 September issue  is toned and missing a piece of the lower 

left corner with no text loss. The 10 September issue’s cover 

has been reattached and has a 4” tear to two leaves. 

Overall, the imperfections are rather slight and as a group, 

these issues are in nice shape. 

The 27 August issue, which is especially scarce, devotes 

13.5 column inches to the massacre and includes the 

initial report of the attacks that were published in the 

Norfolk Herald and the Richmond Whig. It reads in part: 

“I have a horrible, a heart-rending tale to relate. . .. A 

band of insurgent slaves . . . had turned out on Sunday 

night last, and murdered several whole families. . .. One 

of the most alarming character . . . it is believed to have 

originated only in a design to plunder, and not with . . . a more important object as a wealthy lady was 

supposed to have had a large sum of money in her house.  Unfortunately, a large number of [men were] 

absent at a camp meeting [which] gave a temporary security to the brigands in the perpetration of their 

butcheries [and] prevented the assembling of a sufficient force to check their career. . .. 

“Col. Howe, commanding at Fortress Monroe, . . . embarked on board the steamboat Hampton with 

three companies and a piece of artillery for Suffolk. . .. The insurgents were believed to have from 100 

to 150 mounted men, and about the same number on foot. They are armed with fowling pieces, clubs, 

&c. and have had a rencontre with a small number of militia, who killed six and took eight of them 

prisoners. . .. The [perpetrators] will be shot down like crows or captured and made examples of. . .. 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010565/1831-three-months-of-contemporary-newspaper-coverage-of-the-insurrection-of-the-blacks-also-known
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010565/1831-three-months-of-contemporary-newspaper-coverage-of-the-insurrection-of-the-blacks-also-known
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010565/1831-three-months-of-contemporary-newspaper-coverage-of-the-insurrection-of-the-blacks-also-known


 

The 3 September issue, which is less scarce though still 

uncommonly found, contains 18 column inches and corrects 

some errors from the previous week's report as well as 

providing additional details. It reads in part: 

“Through the energetic measures of the authorities . . . and 

officers and men of the army and navy on the Norfolk station 

– the insurrection has been totally put down; all of the 

negroes engaged in it, with the exception of two or three, 

being either killed or captured. . .. A letter from . . . the 

vicinity states that . . . three white men and four slaves . . . 

killed [Mr. Travers] and every other white member of his 

family. . .. Mr. Williams, who found Mrs. Whitehead 

butchered with an axe, her son . . with his head severed from 

his body, and a young lad lying dead in the fireplace of her 

chamber, . . . immediately returned to his own home [where 

he found] the fiends had been there, and murdered his wife 

and children. . .. [The first perpetrators recruited] all the 

negro men they found into their ranks, and accumulated a 

force of between one and two hundred. 

“A more recent account . . . states that the insurrection 

commenced with, and was arranged by, four negro 

preachers, who had been  permitted to hold their meetings 

by day and night. . .. The Southampton militia had three 

skirmishes with a gang of 40 to 50 negroes, the latter 

retreating each time. . .. Many of the blacks were well 

mounted and armed with bird and other guns, and axes. The 

roads were strewed with the carcases of the negroes killed. 

. ..   

“It [has] hardly been within the power of rumor to exaggerate their atrocities: whole families, father, 

mother, daughters, sons, sucking babies and school children, were butchered by them, thrown in 

heaps, and left to be devoured by hogs and dogs, or to putrify on the spot. . ..” 

The 10 September issue reports in part: 

“The  public will not be satisfied with any thing less than the total extermination of the murderers. . .. 

As oppressed as Virginia is with the tremendous evil of slavery, it is to be expected [that] the white 

population, in case of like future outrages in the future, will retaliate by an indiscriminate slaughter of 

the blacks. . ..” 

The 17 September issue reports in part: 

“The people of lower Virginia and the adjacent parts of N. Carolina, are excessively agitated because 

of the recent massacre. . .. The Dismal Swamp is to be scoured, for it is said to contain from 2 to 3,000 



 

blacks, and these were in concert with the murders. . .. It is 

well known that the white people in all this section of the 

country are arming themselves. . ..  

“We hate – without reservation hate, negro slavery, and 

regard it as the supreme curse of our land. But . . . and this 

we think certain – that a large majority of the slaves are 

better fed and clothed, more comfortable and virtuous, 

than the free negroes, who are the very pests of society in 

Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Providence, &c. [If] 

humane masters [liberated] their people, [they] would 

become vagabonds and thieves [rather than] taking care of 

themselves. . .. Verily, we have enough of them, and our 

jail, penitentiary and poor house are besides chiefly filled 

with them. We are willing to bear our own part . . . by 

supporting the African colonization society. . .. “ 

The 29 October issue contains a brief note, “’Gen Nat.’ It is 

believed that this distinguished leader of the blacks at the 

massacre in Virginia, was drowned, in attempting to cross 

New River.” 

Nat Turner, the educated black preacher who led the 

massacre, was mistakenly thought have drowned, however he 

was captured hiding under a pile of fence posts on October 

31st. He was tried and convicted in early November and 

hanged on the 11th. An additional 56 blacks were convicted 

and hanged as well.  Whites also killed approximately 120 

blacks without trial, some they believed to have participated 

in the massacre, some in retaliation for Turner’s atrocities, and some in fear for their lives.  

(For more information, by far the best source of information Turner’s rebellion is Ross’s “The Nat Turner 

Project” available online. Other accurate accounts of the rebellion and its aftermath include Grey’s 1831 

transcription of Turner’s confession just before his execution, The Confessions of Nat Turner, the Leader of 

the Late Insurrections in Southampton, Va., Styron’s novel The Confessions of Nat Turner, and “Nat Turner’s 

Revolt (1831)” at the online Encyclopedia Virginia. Many modern accounts are questionable at best, and 

some contain fabricated quotations and events.) 

A scarce and historically valuable collection of contemporary newspaper reports of the rebellion as it 

unfolded. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub reports the 

auction of  several individual issues. OCLC reports that many libraries hold partial runs of this serial that 

may or may not include issues pertaining to the rebellion.  We sold examples of the 27 August and 3 

September issues in similar condition in 2017 for $950. 

$1,000   #10565  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010565/1831-three-months-of-contemporary-newspaper-coverage-of-the-insurrection-of-the-blacks-also-known


 

6. [AFRICAN-AMERICAN] [LAW – SLAVE CODES] [SLAVERY] 

1845 – A bi-fold abolitionist pamphlet, intended to foment anti-slavery sentiment, by consolidating a 
collection of the most egregious laws regarding slavery in the United States  

[No.1] “Extracts from the American Slave Code.”. Editors: 
Benjamin S. Jones and J. Elizabeth Hitcock. Four-page, 
stand-alone printing, published by The Anti-Slavery Bugle 
in Salem, Columbiana County, Ohio, circa 1845. Measures 
approximately 5.5” x 9”. “Second edition of 10,000.” 
Never bound, bottom edge untrimmed. In nice shape 
with very light edge-toning.  

From the Library of Congress website: “The Anti-
Slavery Bugle began publication on June 20, 1845, in 
New-Lisbon . . ., the seat of Columbiana County. The 
weekly organ of the Ohio American Anti-Slavery 
Society, later known as the Western Anti-Slavery 
Society. . ..  After only six issues, on September 5, 
1845, the paper was moved to Salem, [where it served 
as]  the only–voice of Garrisonian radicalism west of 
the Appalachians. . .. The last known issue appeared 
in 1861. . ..” 

This special off-print contains abridged selections of 
the most egregious state laws regarding slavery.  A few 
of those listed include: 

In Louisiana, “A slave for wilfully striking his master 
or mistress, or the child of either, or his white 
overseer, so as to cause a bruise or shedding of 
blood, shall be punished with death. . ..  Slaves and free colored persons are punished by death  for 
willfully burning or destroying any stack of produce or building.” 

In Maryland “any slave for rambling in the night or riding by day without leave, or running away, may 
be punished by whipping, cropping or branding in the cheek. . ..” 

In Virginia, “any white person assembling with slaves, for the purpose of teaching them to read or 
write, shall be fined, not less than 10 dollars, nor more than 100 dollars or with free colored 
persons, shall be fined not more than fifty dollars, and imprisoned not more than two months.” 

Slave codes in the United States had become progressively more draconian following the slaughter 
of whites during the Haitian Revolution of 1791-1803 and especially after the massacre of whites 
during Nat Turner’s rebellion in Virginia in 1831. 

Although digital copies, microforms, and reprints are available, at the time of listing, OCLC identifies only 

22 institutions that hold original examples in their collection. Another 38 institutions hold originals of a 

similarly entitled pamphlet published by the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society. There are no 

examples for extracted codes sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub identifies only three auction 

appearances since 1981. 

$250    #10566  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010566/benjamin-s-jones-j-elizabeth-hitcock/1845-a-bi-fold-abolitionist-pamphlet-intended-to-foment-anti-slavery-sentiment-by-consolidating-a
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7. [ABOLITION] [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW – JUDICIAL ACTIVISM & STATES’ RIGHTS] [SLAVERY]  

1849 – A pamphlet incorporating the Missouri Legislature’s resolutions regarding the Dred Scott decision 
into the official record of the U.S. House of Representatives 

Slavery. Resolutions of the General Assembly of 
Missouri on the Subject of slavery in the Territories,  
District of Columbia and States. Miscellaneous No. 5, 
House of Representatives, 31st Congress 1st Session, 
December 31, 1849. Two-pages.  In nice shape. 

This summary delineates the resolutions passed by 
the Missouri Legislature following the Dred Scott 
decision.  

They were introduced into the House of 
Representatives to make them available to  

“The executive of each of the States of the Union, 
with the request that the same be laid before their 
respective legislature [and also] to each of our 
senators and representatives in Congress.”  

The resolutions reiterated the findings of the 
Supreme Court affirming the unconstitutionality of 
federal legislation usurping states’ rights, particularly 
with regard to abolition and slavery. They include: 

“1st. In no part of the [Constitution] is to be found 
any delegation of power to Congress to legislate on 
the subject of slavery, excepting . . . the African 
slave-trade, and for the recovery of fugitive slaves. . 
.. 

“2d.  Excluding the citizens of any part of the Union from removing to such Territories with their property 
. . . by Congress inconsistent with the spirit upon which our federal compact was based. . .. 

“3d.  The conduct of the northern States on the subject of slavery [releases] the slave-holding States 
form all further adherence to the basis of [the Missouri] compromise . . . of the 6th of March 1820. . .. 

4th.  The right to prohibit slavery in any Territory belongs exclusively to the people thereof. . .. 

5th.   Any act of Congress conflicting with the principles herein expressed [authorizes] slave-holding 
states [to act in any manner] deemed necessary for . . .  protection against the encroachments of 
northern fanaticism. . .. 

6th.  That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives be requested, to act in 
conformity to the foregoing resolutions…”   

The U. S. Supreme Court decision in the Dred Scott case was the most significant ruling regarding the status 
of Africans who were brought to the United States as slaves and their descendants.  

In 1846, Dred Scott, an African-American slave who lived in St. Louis with his Army Surgeon owner, John 
Emerson, filed for freedom in St. Louis Circuit Court, basing his claim on the “once free, always free” 
doctrine which grew from precedents related to a complex and stringent 1807 Louisiana Territory statute 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010559/1849-a-pamphlet-incorporating-resolutions-passed-by-the-missouri-legislature-regarding-the-dred
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010559/1849-a-pamphlet-incorporating-resolutions-passed-by-the-missouri-legislature-regarding-the-dred
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010559/1849-a-pamphlet-incorporating-resolutions-passed-by-the-missouri-legislature-regarding-the-dred


 

that granted slaves the right to sue for their freedom under some conditions. (In 1802, Missouri had been 
part of the Louisiana Territory.)  

Scott based his claim on Emerson having previously 
taken him to Fort Armstrong in Illinois and Fort 
Snelling in the Wisconsin Territory, which included 
leasing Scott’s labor to a local while Emerson departed 
to perform military duties. Scott lost his case which 
was tried at the federal-state courthouse (now known 
as the “Old Courthouse”) in St. Louis but requested a 
retrial in which he prevailed three years later.  

That case was appealed to the Missouri Supreme 
Court in 1852, which reaffirmed the first ruling and 
decreed that Scott remained the slave of Emerson’s 
widow, who had since married a Massachusetts 
abolitionist.  

Scott’s attorneys then appealed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court which ruled in 1857. The Supreme Court’s 
decision went considerably beyond the specifics of the 
Scott case. It decreed that African-American slaves 
were not U .S. citizens and therefore had no standing 
to sue for their freedom. It also ruled that the Missouri 
Compromise was unconstitutional.  

Following the ruling, the former Mrs. Emerson 
manumitted Scott and his family. 

The outcome infuriated abolitionists who, in turn, 
increased political pressure on Northern politicians 
and pushed the country ever closer to the brink of civil war. 

A surprisingly scarce document. At the time of listing, no other examples are for sale in the trade. Neither 
the Rare Book Hub nor Worthpoint identify any having made an appearance at auction. OCLC shows only 
one example held by an institution although digital copies are available. 

$350 #10559    

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010559/1849-a-pamphlet-incorporating-resolutions-passed-by-the-missouri-legislature-regarding-the-dred


 

8. [FOOD & DRINK] [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] [SLAVERY] 

1862 – A slave-carried letter from a Tennessee soldier who helped construct and then defend 
fortifications at Port Hudson, Louisiana, to keep Mississippi River supply lines open for the Confederacy 

This two-page letter was carried “by Gus,” a family slave, from 
Steven Goodlo Warren of the 9th Tennessee Cavalry Battalion to his 
brother. It is datelined “Port Hudson La. / Decr 4th 1862”. In nice 
shape with some light discoloration, minor predation, and 
sellotape repairs. No postage or envelope was needed as Warren 
had a family slave, Gus, hand-carry the letter to his brother. 

The 9th Tennessee Cavalry had surrendered at the fall of Fort 
Donelson in February 1862 and was subsequently imprisoned at 
Camp Butler, Illinois. At the time of this letter, the entire unit had 
recently been released in a prisoner exchange and was reorganizing 
at Port Hudson as a component of Major General Van Dorn’s 
command where it helped construct fortifications to defend a 
crucial segment of the Mississippi River and protect supply lines 
needed to funnel food supplies from Texas to the east. 

In this letter, Warren informs his brother that molasses and sugar 
would soon be plentiful. He also discusses building fortifications, 
the possibility of contracting pneumonia, the inevitability of an 
attack on Port Hudson, and a raid that destroyed the Union steamer, Lone Star. 

“I will answer [you] by Gus he is arrived here for Molasses & Sugar. . .. Get [mother] some Salt, there is 
none near here she writes to me that she has killed 12 Hogs and [needs] salt enough for to save as many 
more. . .. If you intend to buy molasses & sugar it is time. . .. It is rising continuously. We have engaged 
another Hhd of sugar and . . . will get more molasses tomorrow . . . send some wagons down. . ..” 

“[We] have a very disagreeable time here now it is raining, muddy & cold. . .. I fear we will have a good 
deal of Pneumonia here though we now have a great amount of sickness now I suppose we [will]have 
more as soon as the weather breaks. . .. We are about 1/2 mile outside of the line of fortifications, so we 
have to move in. All of our troops are working on the fortifications now.  Gen. Buell must expect the 
Yanks to make an attack on us soon. . .. Did you hear of Capt. Terrell’s Co. taking of a little boat down at 
Baton Rouge the other day, they burnt it. . ..  I heard yesterday that we were falling back to Grenada.  I 
do hope they will make a stand there & whip them back for if they get to Jackson, Miss is gone ‘up’ but I 
dont think our men will even fight again under Van Dorn in fact they say so.  I heard them at Corinth 
[they will] throw away their guns and swear they would never fight under him again. . ..” 

After the unit was remounted in early January 1863, it performed outpost duties around Port Hudson, 
frequently skirmishing with Union forces. After Port Hudson surrendered following the fall of Vicksburg, 
the 9th Cavalry Battalion fought in the defense of Atlanta and Savannah before surrendering with the Army 
of Tennessee in April 1865, following General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox. 

(For more information, see “9th Tennessee Cavalry Battalion” at the TNGenWeb Project, “Warren, Stephen 
Goodlo” at the American Civil War Research Database, and “All Known Battles & Skirmishes During the 
American Civil War – Louisiana” at the North Carolina in the American Civil War website.) 

An excellent letter documenting the importance of Port Hudson to the survival of the Confederacy. 

SOLD   $2,500   #10557  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010557/steven-goodlo-warren/1862-a-slave-carried-letter-from-a-tennessee-soldier-who-helped-construct-and-then-defend


 

9. [HUMOR – SATIRE] [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR] [POLITICS – PRESIDENTIAL]  

Circa 1864 – A satirical broadside recommending that Copperheads participate in a purification process 
before voting in the 1864 presidential election 

A Free Pass. Entitling the holder to the 
tender mercies of the Constitutional 
Purifying Association. . .. No publisher 
or date noted.  6.25” x 9”. Minor foxing. 
No rips, tears, folds or missing pieces. 
One pinhole chip at the bottom margin. 
Overall, in nice shape.  The title 
continues:  

Who will guarantee to cleanse every 
particle of Copperheadism from our 
nature – so you will be able to Vote for 
an honest man without prejudice.  

The broadside features a cartoon 
illustration of “The Purification 
Process,” a series of challenges 
overseen by soldiers including a 
blanket toss, a slide down a plank into 
a barrel of liquid, an attempt to 
navigate an obstacle-strewn path 
while carrying a cross, and being drug 
across a series of logs. An elaborate 
candle-illuminated altar and coffin 
are shown in the center. 

This was published before the 1864 
presidential election in which Lincoln 
was challenged by General McClallan. 
It targets Copperheads, i.e., “Peace 
Democrats” who believed the Civil War 
was unconstitutional, and advocated 
allowing the South to continue to 
practice chattel slavery if it agreed to peacefully rejoin the Union. While Copperhead sentiment was strong 
in some states, like Ohio, after General Sherman captured Atlanta in September of 1864 and began his 
“March through Georgia,” the movement collapsed. This broadside was likely printed between then and 
the election the following November. 

(See Weitenkampf. P. 140.) 

Quite scarce. At the time of listing, there is one other example (with toning, soiling, and a large chip) listed 
for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows one example has appeared at auction. OCLC shows 
examples are held at five institutions. 

$700 #10576   
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10. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [RECONSTRUCTION] [RELIGION – BIBLES]  

Circa 1865 – Certificate from the American Bible Union documenting a contribution of “One Dime” to 
support the distribution of “the Sacred Scriptures to the Freedmen of America” 

This certificate measures 
7.5” x 4.5” and is in nice 
shape with very little wear. 
It was issued to “Willie 
Dodge” to document his 
contribution of “One Dime 
to give the Sacred Scriptures 
to the Freedmen of 
America.” It is signed in 
print by the society’s 
treasurer, William D. 
Wright. It is dated in print 
“186_.” 

The American Bible Union 
was established in 1850 by 
American Baptist scholars 
to produce a new and more accurate translation of the Bible, especially with regard to the King James 
Bible’s rendering of the Greek word baptismo as ‘baptize” instead of “immerse.”  It included a total revision 
of the Old Testament and a partial revision of the New Testament and was finished by the end of the Civil 
War. Additionally, the Union funded worldwide missions in support of their translation and printing efforts. 

Following the American Civil War, the Union raised funds to provide Bibles to freedmen, i.e., recently freed 
slaves, not only for spiritual purposes but to provide a vehicle for literacy instruction as well. Early 
certificates were issued with a pre-printed statement documenting a standard contribution of ten cents. 
Similar certificates without the ‘dime’ statement were issued in the 1870s to document the collection of 
donations by solicitors. 

This certificate was issued to “Willie Dodge,” Although the use of a diminutive first same suggests that the 
contributor may have been a youth, it is just as likely that he may have been the well-known, but aged 
aggressive abolitionist Congregational minister, Reverend William B. Dodge, who had relocated to Illinois 
from Massachusetts to serve as  “abolitionist agent” and Underground Railroad conductor. Dodge  
remained active in the Reconstruction movement until he died in 1869 at the age of 86. 

(For more information, see “Reverend Dodge and the Anti-Slavery Movement” at the Dunn Museum 
website and the Documentary History of the American Bible Union.) 

A scarce and attractive certificate documenting efforts to provide Bibles for freedmen during the 
Reconstruction of the South following the Civil War. 

Scarce. At the time of listing no other donation certificates are for sale in the trade, although one dealer 
has a solicitor certificate on offer. The Rare Book Hub shows no donation or solicitor certificates as having 
appeared at auction, and Worthpoint shows only one solicitor certificate has been sold via eBay. OCLC  
shows no institutional holdings. 

SOLD #10573   



 

11. [CRIME – BRIBERY, MURDER, & VOTE FRAUD] [IMMIGRATION] [POLITICS – STATE] 

1867 – Pamphlet describing the unexpected results of an 1867 election of a Pennsylvania state 
representative which resulted in an astonishing win for the Democratic candidate, but was later exposed 
to be the result of vote fraud 

Democratic Frauds. How the Democrats Carried 
Pennsylvania in 1867 [No. 178]. Author, publisher and 
location  unidentified. In nice shape. 

This 11-page pamphlet describes in detail how the 
Democratic Party fixed this election to win a seat in 
the Pennsylvania Senate in an overwhelmingly 
Republican district. After the fraud was revealed the 
following spring, the criminally-elected Democrat 
representative was removed from office and replaced 
by his Republican opponent. 

To perpetrate the fraud, the Democrats used recent 
immigrants to stuff the district ballot box. At the time, 
a short-line railroad was being built by recently-
arrived Irish workers in Clearfield and Centre 
Counties. The workers were housed in trackside 
shacks in Clearfield. However, ten days before the 
election, the workers were moved into Centre County 
by their road boss, Mark Leddy, and provided with 
forged naturalization papers, replete with coffee-stain 
aging, which qualified them to vote. They also 
received bribes from the state Democratic Committee 
to cast their fraudulent vote for Samuel T. Shugart. As 
the investigation progressed, one witness against the 
Democratic Party was murdered on his way home 
following his testimony. Others who had been 
subpoenaed were paid $500 to leave the county while 
the investigation was conducted. Regardless, the evidence of fraud was overwhelming. The election results 
were overturned the following April, and Republican John K. Robinson, the true winner of the election, 
filled the position. 

(For more information see, “Election Frauds in Pennsylvania” in the 19 April 1868 edition of the New York 
Times.) 

At the time of listing, two examples are for sale in the trade, and Worthpoint shows one has been sold 
through ebay.  OCLC shows ten institutions hold examples in their collections. 

Immigrant manipulation, bribery, ballot stuffing, forgery, witness tampering, and murder: today, similar 
accusations, with varying degrees of credibility, have been made against the Democratic Party ever since 
the 2020 election.  No doubt, MAGA supporters would claim that the more things change, the more they 
stay the same. 

SOLD   $750 #10560   

  



 

12. [HORSES – ARABIAN] [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR & EGYPTIAN KHEDIVATE] [PHILATELY] [ROMANCE – 
ILLICIT AFFAIRS] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

1870 – Letter from one of the fifty former American Civil War officers who led the army of Ismail the 
Great as he attempted to modernize the Khedivate of Egypt and free it from control of the Ottoman 
Turks 

This four-page, partially cross-hatched letter 
from William Hansen Jenifer, a former 
Confederate colonel serving as the Khedive’s 
Inspector of Cavalry, to his illicit lover, “Marnie,” 
is datelined “Cairo Egypt / Oct. 20/70”. It is 
enclosed in a plain envelope addressed simply 
to “Mrs. M. B. Stump [nee Mary Fernandez de 
Velasco], the wife of an up-and-coming trial 
lawyer in Bel Air, Maryland. That letter, in turn, 
is enclosed in an envelope addressed to a 
mutual friend, John H. Mitchell, in Baltimore. 

The outside letter, which is franked with two 
British four-pence Queen Victoria stamps (Scott 
GB 43) and one U.S. Washington three-cent 
stamp (Scott 147), was carried north from Cairo 
by camel through the British mail system via the 
“Caravan Route” (also known as the Darb al-
Arbain or the Forty Days Road) to Alexandria. 
From there, it was carried across the 
Mediterranean by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company to Marseilles and 
on to London, where it was dispatched by ship 
to Baltimore. It arrived in Baltimore on 7 
December. In Baltimore it was received by John 
H. Mitchell., who then delivered it to “Marnie” 
Stump along with an enclosed cdv of “a 
beautiful Turkish woman from the harum.” 

The letter reads in part: 

“Your kind letter reached me [and] was appreciated as much as you care to desire. . .. It was not long 
enough [and] there was not quite enough sweetness mingled with yr expressions . . . for me. . .. I was 
not angry because I did not see you in N.Y. but terribly put out, as . . . I could not have a few moments 
with my little pet. . .. I hear that you are looking splendid this fall & more captivating than ever. . .. I am 
sure you create quite a sensation. . .. I don’t know if I understand you about addressing your letters. Is it 
not best to send them to the care of a careful friend in Baltimore? He will know nothing of their contents. 
. .. I would dearly to be with you again. . ..” 

“The two last pages can be shown to your friends. . ..” 

More importantly, Jenifer, discusses his life in Cairo and the American contingent of former Union and 
Confederate officers who were modernizing the Khedive’s army. 



 

“I have no congenial friends in Cairo but only 
‘pour pasain le temp avec pour le moment.’ The 
women here have no sentiment – no soul – no 
intellect – Their only attractions consist in their 
beautiful eyes & their lazy languishing, but 
ungraceful forms. These women cannot bear 
comparison with our Maryland women. They 
seem only to be created for the enjoyments of 
the table & the boudoir. . .. 

“The past week has been occupied with the 
exercises of the troops of His Highness’s Army. 
One of our Genls – Genl Stone was placed in 
command & managed the troops with much 
ability. The ‘sham battle’ which took place a day 
or two ago was one of the most brilliant things 
I have seen. Not withstanding the great 
opposition & intense jealousy of the Egyptian 
officers have towards the American officers 
because we are so far their superiors in every 
particular – both civil & military. . .. 

“His Highness gave us another banquet a day 
or two since several of us were presented to 
him & his son the Prince, the Heir apparent. I 
am still quite content but often sigh for ‘the girl 
I Ieft behind me’. . ..” 

Jenifer’s passion for horses, which was no doubt 
one of the reasons he was chosen to be the 
Inspector of Cavalry, is clear. 

“You ask if I have fine horses. . .. Mine are among the finest in Egypt. The favorite is a beautiful Arab 
stallion of perfect symmetry with hair as soft as a woman’s & a step as forward as a Balt. Belle . . . white 
in color with silvery mane & tail, large brown eyes. . ..  The other, although not as beautiful, [has a] 
mane and tail of snow white. . .. The latter is a present from His Highness. . .. The first is named ‘Arab’ 
& the other ‘Bedouin’. . .. My happiest hours are spent in company with [them]. . ..” 

Ismail, the grandson of Muhammad Ali, became the Khedive of Egypt in 1863. At the time, the Khedivate 
(a semi-autonomous vassal state of Ottoman Turkey) was flush with cash as its cotton crop had dominated 
the world market during the American Civil War. Determined to modernize his government and expand its 
domain to include the entire Nile Valley and Red Sea coast Ismail decided to modernize his Army by 
recruiting former senior American Civil War officers. Through an intermediary, Thaddeus Phelps Mott, he 
received recommendations from General Sherman of men that Sherman respected militarily, but, in the 
case of Union officers, were disgruntled and, in the case of former Confederates, were of suspected loyalty. 
Around fifty generals and colonels signed up to serve the Khedive, who paid them very well, clothed them  
in grandiose uniforms, and awarded them titles like Pasha or Bey. 

General Charles Pomeroy Stone (a former Union General from Virginia who was scapegoated for the defeat 
at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff and imprisoned for more than six months on trumped-up charges of treason by 
Radical Republicans for his resistance to punishing slaveholders) was placed in charge of the effort. He 



 

organized a general staff, established a military education system, and even led expeditions for the 
Khedive.  Jenifer (a former Confederate Colonel from Virginia who excelled during the Battles of Ball’s Bluff 
and First Manassas but lost his command after burning the town of Princeton, in what is now West Virginia, 
to prevent military stores from being captured) was appointed as the Inspector of Cavalry. Although the 
Americans successfully reorganized and improved some elements of the Egyptian army, they fell far short 
of transforming it into a truly modern force due to the jealousy and opposition from entrenched Egyptian 
elites. 

Stone remained in Egypt for 13 
years, returning to the United 
States in 1883 and working as 
an engineer for the Florida 
Ship Canal Company before 
being hired to construct the 
pedestal for the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor.  

Jenifer had returned to  
Virginia by 1872, perhaps due 
to an illness acquired in Egypt, 
where he successfully raised 
Arabian horses. He died in 
1878 and is buried in 
Richmond’s Shockoe Hill 
Cemetery. 

Marnie Stump, a descendant 
of Spanish Admiral Fadrique 
Enríquez, the Duke Velasco, 
was the niece of  General Augustus Dodge, the founder of Dodge City, Iowa, and the half-sister of Florida 
tycoon, Henry Flagler. She remained married to her lawyer husband, who, after becoming wealthy and 
famous by defending female murderers, purchased a Maryland plantation and served as a member of the 
House of Representatives. 

Although Ismail was successful in freeing Egypt from the remnants of Turkish control, modernizing much 
of its government, and using his army to annex Darfur, it was his attempt to conquer Ethiopia that resulted 
in his downfall. Ismail incurred a huge European debt in the unsuccessful effort, and when Egypt defaulted, 
France and England were able to force his abdication and assume control of the country. 

(For more information, see Dunn’s “Americans in the Nineteenth Century Egyptian Army” in the January 
2006 issue of The Journal of Military History,  Frajola’s “External Mail Routes of the United States: 1854 – 
1875, and genealogical records at Ancestry.com and the Find-a-Grave website.) 

An exceptionally scarce record of the American military involvement in Egypt, a significant international 
affair of the time that is seldom remembered today. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the 
trade. The Rare Book Hub shows no first-hand accounts of the effort have appeared at auction, although 
one letter to General P. T. Beauregard from a friend in Paris regarding the possibility of his service was sold 
in 2021. OCLC shows only one similar letter is held by an institution a letter from General Stone that makes 
no reference to an illicit affair and contains no photograph of women from the Khedive’s harem.  

SOLD   $4,750 #10567  



 

13. [BUSINESS – MAPLE SUGAR] [FOOD & DRINK] [PHILATELY] 

1874-1877 – An exceptional illustrated archive relating to maple sugar production in the United States 

This lot consists of business correspondence 
between C. C. Post, a Vermont manufacturer 
of “Maple Sugar Fixtures,” and L. W. Hamlin, 
a potential sales agent in the upper 
northwest corner of Pennsylvania. In total, 
there are four illustrated advertising 
envelopes, five letters on illustrated 
letterhead, and seven different pieces of 
advertising ephemera. One of the letters 
contains hand-drawn sketches illustrating the 
placement of buckets, hangers, and spouts. 
All in nice shape with minor soiling to the 
envelopes and one of the letters. 

The four advertising envelopes feature 
illustrations of Post’s patented “indented tin 
sap bucket” and two different “Galvanized 
Eureka Sap Spouts and Bucket Hangers.” The 
letterhead sheets feature an illustration of 
the fixtures in use, titled “Eureka Sap Spout, 
with Indented Sap Bucket and Cover 
attached.” The ephemera range in size from 
about 4” x 3” to 5” x 14”.  One piece is a price 
list; one is a blank receipt, three contain 
directions for using spout-hangers; one 
advertises “tree plugs” to fill holes after 
spouts had been removed; and one is a long essay (originally printed in the Rural New Yorker) about “Sugar 
Making in Vermont.”   

While most of us associate maple sugar with Vermont and Canada, far fewer recognize that northern 
Pennsylvania has been a major producer since the 1790s, when it became a winter “crop” for otherwise 
idle farmers.  One tree provided up to three gallons of sap per day, which the farmers collected in horse-
drawn tanks. After it was boiled into syrup, part of it was allowed to harden into a sugar cake, and part 
was turned into granules of maple sugar through continued boiling. Sugar granule shipments were easily 
transported and just as easily converted back to syrup for sale after arriving at their destination.   

For years maple sugar, which was far less costly than cane sugar, was an American staple, used to both 
sweeten foods and cure meats. In time, after cane sugar became less costly, farmers began to market 
maple syrup as a topping for pancakes instead of lemon juice and sugar, which are still the norm in much 
of the English-speaking world. 

(For more information, see “Maple Sugar and Syrup” at The Land of Penn and Plenty website.) 

At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade and the Rare Book Hub shows nothing similar 
has appeared at auction. OCLC shows no similar materials are held in institutional collections. This is likely 
a unique collection of material related to an important American food staple.  

SOLD   $1,250 #10572    



 

14. [MARITIME] [MILITARY – HATIAN UNREST] [PHILATELY] 

1875 – A letter from the executive officer of the USS Shawmut at Port-au-Prince describing the 
heretofore unknown first U.S. military intervention in Haiti, including his personal “interview” with the 
country’s president, which occurred during the political chaos that engulfed Haiti in the mid-1870s 

This four-page letter is datelined “U.S.S. ‘Shawmut’ 
/ Port au Prince Haiti / May 25rh 1875.” It was sent 
by W. W. Mead, the ship’s executive officer, to Fanny 
J. Hicks in Troy, New York. It is enclosed in an 
envelope franked with a green 3-cent Washington 
stamp (Scott #158) canceled by a circular “N.YORK / 
STEAMSHIP” receiving postmark dated June 13th. 
The envelope also bears a “Due 7” handstamp and 
manuscript “7 c” in blue crayon, the ‘ship’s letter’ 
charge for delivery beyond its port of entry.  Slightly 
trimmed on the right.  In nice shape. A transcript will 
be provided. 

General Michel Domingue assumed the Haitian 
presidency in 1874, but, in doing so, he alienated a 
number of prominent countrymen. He specifically 
suspected that three of them were plotting against 
his rule. Ambassador Ebenezer Basset, the first U.S. 
black diplomat, feared trouble and cabled 
Washington on 8 May 1875 requesting an American 
warship be sent to Port-au-Prince for his protection. 
On the 15th, two of the three Domingue opponents 
were killed by Domingue’s men. The one who 
escaped, Pierre Théoma Boisrond-Canal, was 
imprudently granted political immunity by Bassett 
and given sanctuary within the American legation. 
Almost immediately, the legation was surrounded 
by 1,000 of Domingue’s soldiers and supporters who screamed unceasing, rum-fueled taunts and threats 
by day and night at the ambassador and his family while banging on drums and shaking noisemakers. 
Although Secretary of State Hamilton Fish was displeased with Basset’s action, he apparently approved a 
hitherto-unreported intervention.  The USS Shawmut’s scheduled Caribbean cruise was expedited and 
modified to include a port call in Haiti to provide relief. Mead’s summary of the event reads in part: 

“We soon received orders to proceed to Honduras stopping at this place on our way as it was reported 
there had been trouble here, and we were to offer our protection to American citizens. We were about 
ten days coming down and we found everything quiet enough and I hope that we will [soon] get away 
from . .  . this dreadful place.] I had to go to make an official call the other day on the President. You know 
this is a Negro Republic. I went with the American Minister, who is himself a Mulatto, to the palace, so 
called, but what would not be a decent country grocery at home, and was ushered into the presence of 
an old negro man who was evidently highly impressed with the dignity of his position. . .. I could not 
understand his lingo and had to use an interpreter. . .. I did not care to prolong the interview and left as 
soon as possible. The people here are all negroes except the representatives of foreign countries and a 
few merchants. Think of living in such a place. [I made the official call because] our captain has been sick 
for sometime now and [I have been doing] both his duty and my own. . ..” 



 

Although the threat to the American legation had 
calmed by the time of Shawmut’s arrival, 
Ambassador Bassett remained fearful and continued 
to cable Washington requesting assistance. However, 
that proved unnecessary after Fish reached an 
agreement with the Haitian ambassador in 
Washington that allowed Boisrond-Canal to leave the 
country for asylum in Jamaica. 

President Domingue was overthrown later that year, 
but not before scapegoating his soon-to-be-
assassinated Vice-President, Septimus Rameau, for 
the two murders. Boisrond-Canal assumed the 
Haitian presidency after Domingue was deposed. 

Ambassador Bassett returned to the United States 
and continued to serve as a diplomat, but never again 
in a position of significant independent responsibility.   

Mead continued to serve in the Navy and eventually 
retired as a Rear Admiral in 1907. 

(For more information, see Papers Relating to the 
Foreign Relations of the United States, Transmitted to 
Congress, With the Annual Message of the President, 
December 6, 1875, Volume II: “Hayti” at the State 
Department’s website, Byrd’s “Ebenezer Bassett and 
Frederick Douglass: An Intellectual History of Black 
U.S. Diplomacy" in Diplomatic History vol 46-1, and 
Leger’s Haiti: Her History and her Detractors.) 

Historically important. A unique first-hand account providing information about a heretofore unknown 
military intervention by a U.S. warship in Haiti during the Boisrond-Canal unrest of the mid-1870s. This 
letter is apparently the only extant account of this intervention;  all existing accounts of the affair state 
that Secretary Fish rejected Basset’s requests because of his irritation with the ambassador’s actions. No 
other primary or secondary accounts are for sale in the trade, have ever appeared at auctions per the Rare 
Book Hub, or are held in institutional collections per OCLC. 

SOLD   $2,000  #10574   

  



 

15. [BUSINESS – TRADING POSTS] [FOOD & DRINK] [MILITARY – INDIAN WARS] [WESTERN EXPANSION] 

1878-1888 – Archive of documents relating to the 3rd Infantry Regiment and the J. H. McNight Trading 
Post at Fort Shaw, Montana 

Collection of 30 documents 
related to the 3rd Infantry 
Regiment and the J. H. McNight 
Trading Post,  including an army 
discharge, a partial program for a 
minstrel show, payment receipts, 
bank vouchers, orders for beer 
and supplies, tax statements, 
boarding charges, checks, bill 
heads, bills of lading, ration 
receipts, and credit records. All 
are in nice shape. 

Although the area that today is 
the state of Montana became 
part of United States with the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803, it 
wasn’t until the 1850s that 
trappers and farmers began to 
move into the area. Following the 
discovery of gold in the 1860s, the population increased rapidly.  In 1867, the army first established a post, 
Camp Reynolds, at the confluence of the Missouri and Sun Rivers, to protect settlers from Sioux and 
Blackfeet raids, to prevent them from encroaching on Blackfeet land, and to keep the route between Fort 
Benton and the Helena gold fields open. Over time, the camp was renamed in honor of Colonel Robert 
Gould Shaw, who had commanded the black 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment during the American 
Civil War. After all-out war with the Sioux broke out in the mid-1870s following the discovery of gold in the 
Black Hills, soldiers from Fort Shaw were ordered to rendezvous with General Terry’s Dakota command in 
1876. They arrived at the Little Bighorn one day after Custer’s defeat and remained on-site to bury the 
battlefield-dead. For the next year and a half, they fought with the Nez Perce in Oregon and Montana. 
After the Nez Perce surrendered in October 1877, the region became increasingly quiet, and skirmishing 
finally ceased in 1878. 

John Hempstead McKnight established his trading post at Fort Shaw in the early 1870s after having worked 
at several sutlers’ stores throughout the West. The post at Fort Shaw served the military, trappers, settlers, 
Indian agents, and even the Northwest Mounted Police of Canada.   

This collection includes: 

1878 – The discharge of Private Hogan from Company E, 3rd Infantry Regiment 

1879 – A manuscript note authorizing McKnight to pay the bearer $5.50 

1880 – A letter of transmittal for the payment of previously delivered “Forage” on a partially-printed Post  
Quartermaster form 

 A receipt from the 3rd Infantry Adjutant acknowledging a tax payment by McKnight  

         

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/010568/1878-1888-archive-of-documents-relating-to-the-3rd-infantry-regiment-and-the-j-h-mcnight-trading


 

A manuscript candle order written on half a 
program for a minstrel show at Fort Shaw’s Bijou 
Theater 

A check paying McKnight for 800 pounds of flour 
from the Adjutant of the 3rd Infantry 

A manuscript order for “½ doz Beer”  

A manuscript order for six bottles of beer 

A manuscript order for 3 bottles of beer 

A letter of transmittal from the Adjutant of the 3rd    
Infantry for the payment of tax for May and  
June  

1881 – A  receipt from the 3rd Infantry Adjutant  
acknowledging a tax payment by McKnight 

A manuscript receipt from a commander 
Company G, acknowledging payment of a civilian 
for “board”  
 

1 1882 – A bill from a Fort Benton, Montana dealer in  
“Rugs, Paints, Oils, Glass, Books, Stationery and 
Wall Paper” for 13 dozen tins of shoe polish 
 
A telegraph confirming 
the possession of “10 
and 12 wall tents” from 
the War Department 

A postal card from 
Helena to McKnight 
regarding receipt of an 
unidentifiable product  

A manuscript letter on 
“Post Traders” letter-
head regarding payment 
of a bill. 

1883 – A check to McKnight 
with a vignette of a 
railroad train from the 
Montana Forwarding Co. 

 
1884 – A telegram to McKnight regarding the shipment of six cases of beer 

1885 – A bill to McKnight for $20 on billhead of the Fort Shaw Restaurant 

A receipt from the 3rd Infantry Adjutant acknowledging a tax payment by McKnight 

 A partially printed receipt from the 3rd Infantry Adjutant for the sale of Ice 



 

1886 – A War Department telegram to McKnight 
  regarding the shipment of ice 

A bill of lading from the Montana 
Forwarding Company for “40 Sax Flour” 

A receipt from the 3rd Infantry Regiment 
for the Restaurant’s purchase of 40 
rations of Bread 

A bill of lading from the Richmond & 
Danville Railroad for 10 bales of tobacco 

A bill of lading from the H. Powers 
Company for assorted items including 
cheese, corn meal, stationery, ink, paper 
bags, etc. 

1887 – A creditor list on McKnight  
ledger paper 

A bill of lading from the Ohio & 
Mississippi Railway for five 
barrels of Whiskey 

A letter on Post Quartermaster 
stationery regarding globes for 
lanterns 

1888 – bill of lading from the Chicago,  
St. Paul, & Kansas City Railway 
for assorted products including 
blueberries, groceries, spices, 
starch, raisins, etc. 

An undated “Birds Eye View of Fort  
Shaw, Montana” by Fred Bruhn 

A very nice grouping of documents from 
Fort Shaw that sheds light on life in a 
western army post during the Indian 
Wars. 

At the time of listing, nothing similar is 
for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub 
shows no other similar archives have 
sold at auction. A collection of J. H. 
McKnight and Company Records is held 
by the Montana Historical Society. 

SOLD   $2,000     #10568  

  



 

16. [DISEASE – YELLOW FEVER] [PUBLIC HEALTH – FUMIGATION] [TRANSPORTATION – RAILROADS] 

1897 – Business mail fumigated before being allowed to be transported from Mobile, Alabama to 
Cincinnati, Ohio during the last major Yellow Fever epidemic in the United States 

This lot contains four related U. S. 
postal cards (Scott # UX12) sent by a 
customer in Mobile, Alabama to a glass 
company in Cincinnati, Ohio between 4 
and 26 October 1897. Each has been 
postmarked with a Mobile machine-
struck ‘flag’ cancellation and also bears 
a circular receiving handstamp from 
Cincinnati. All are legible and in nice 
shape. Three of the four cards (dated 9, 12, and 26 October have pinhole 
fumigation punctures; the 4 October card does not as it was mailed 
before prevention measures were implemented. 

Mail departing Mobile for Cincinnati was carried on a combined railroad 
route, known as the “Queen and Crescent Route” operated primarily by 
the Southern Railway and the Gulf, Mobile, and Ohio Railroad. During 
the epidemic, mail was fumigated before it was loaded into the trains’ 
mail cars. First postal workers in Mobile used fumigation mallets or 
perforation paddles to punch holes in outgoing envelopes and cards. 
Then, the mail was transferred to an enclosed space, often an unused 
railroad car, where it was exposed to fumigating gas, most often burning 
sulfur. After a thorough airing, the mail was then loaded for transport. 

The three fumigated cards in this lot all bear the distinctive pricks 
created by the mallets and paddles. Additionally, two of the cards 
mention the epidemic: 

“P.S. No abatement of fever as yet here.” 

“Will be taken out of depot in a day or two would have been done so sooner were it not that work was 
delayed on account of fever.”    

Although the 1897 yellow fever epidemic was not as severe as earlier outbreaks, causing ‘only’ 4,000 cases 
that resulted in around 500 deaths, it still caused wide-spread panic and economic disaster throughout 
the Gulf Coast and within the Mississippi Valley as factories and ports shut down and almost all commerce 
ceased, while the public quarantined themselves indoors. At the time, the national cost  of the epidemic 
was estimated at over $100,000,000 (nearly $4 billion in today’s money) in lost wages, relief efforts, and 
medical care.  

Fumigation efforts actually played no mitigating role during the epidemic as Yellow Fever is a vector-borne 
disease carried by the Aedes Aegypti mosquito. Thankfully, this was definitively proved by the now-famous 
Army physician, Major Walter Reed, who had graduated at only 17 years old from the University of 
Virginia’s Medical School, while investigating a suspicion by a Cuban physician. 

Fumigated mail is uncommon, especially a series of fumigated business correspondence sent during the 
last major Yellow Fever epidemic in the United States. 

SOLD    #10571  



 

17. [MARITIME] [MILITARY – SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR] 

1898 – Shipboard magazine, published on the U. S. Flagship Olympia, devoted to the Battle of Manila 
Bay, published in Manila shortly after the battle 

The Bounding Billow. Published in the 
Interests of American Men-O’-Warsmen. 
Volume I, issue 5. Edited by  L. S. Young.  
Printed by H. B. Glover aboard the U. S. 
Flagship Olympia on captured Spanish 
paper. Manila, Philippine Islands, June 
1898. 16 pages. 6.5” x 8”. Uncut sheet.  

The front cover features a colorful 
patriotic vignette with a U.S. flag, a 
Naval Jack, National Eagle, the Liberty 
Bell, gun barrels, and olive branches 
with text reading, “The Battle of Manila 
Bay. / ‘We Came! We Saw! We 
Conquered!’ / ‘Twas for Cuba and our 
honor, to avenge our heroes slain, / That 
victory wreathed our banner when we 
fought the ships of Spain.” Horizontal 
fold and a few splits along some of the 
uncut folds. 

The rear cover features a map of Manila 
Bay that was made by crew member L.C. 
Passano, "who, with indomitable energy 
and a couple of sail needles, made it 
after a number of failures. . . . Without a 
doubt it is the first thing of the kind done 
on a man-o'-war, and taking into 
consideration the difficulties under which our artist labored, it can pose as a work of art." 

Contents include eyewitness accounts of the battle and several poems. 

On 1 May 1898, Admiral George Dewey completely destroyed the Spanish fleet that was defending Manila, 
and the 1st California Infantry and the 2nd Oregon Infantry Regiments occupied the city after ‘fighting’ a 
pre-arranged, choreographed ‘battle’ that allowed the Spanish Army to maintain a semblance of honor. 
Subsequently, some Filipinos declared themselves independent in January of 1899, but later that April, 
the United States proclaimed sovereignty of the islands. Over the following year, U. S. forces fought and 
subdued the Philippine rebels after which William Howard Taft was appointed to serve as governor. 

At the time of listing, no other examples are for sale in the trade. OCLC shows 16 examples in institutional 
collections. The Rare Book Hub reports only six examples have been sold at auction and estimates this 
pamphlet’s current market value at $995.   

$750    #10558 
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18. [PHOTOGRAPHY] [POLITICS  - PRESIDENTIAL] [TEXTILES] [VIRGINIANA] [WOMEN & GIRLS] 

Circa 1916 – President Woodrow Wilson photoprint cotton campaign handkerchief  

This campaign handkerchief measures 8¾” x 
6¼”. It features a photoprint showing cameos of 
President  Woodrow Wilson and his second 
wife, Edith Bolling Galt, along with their New 
Jersey summer mansion, Shadow Lawn. It is 
titled “Our President & Country Home”. In nice 
shape, slightly frayed at top and bottom, 
perhaps once trimmed to fit in a frame.  

Textile political material played a prominent 
role in pre-broadcast campaigning. Supporters 
would wear scarves over their heads, bandanas 
around their necks, and tuck handkerchiefs into 
their pockets, always ready to be waved at 
political rallies and events. As radio broadcasts, including political coverage and advertising, became 
increasingly common, the use of campaign textiles rapidly decreased and had fallen out of favor by the 
1920 election contest between Warren G. Harding and James W. Cox. This Wilson handkerchief from the 
1916 election was one of the last campaign textiles to be produced. 

Wilson’s first wife, Ellen Axson, became ill during his first term and died of Bright’s Disease in August of 
1914. Shortly thereafter Wilson met Edith Bolling Galt, a fellow Virginian, at a political tea. Galt was a 
wealthy young widow who had inherited her husband’s renowned bespoke jewelry company, Galt & Bro., 
after his unexpected death in 1908. Influential in Democratic circles, she became Wilson’s White House 
Hostess after Axson’s death. Soon after, Wilson proposed, and gossip flew through Washington that the 
couple had an ongoing affair while Axson was dying; some even suggested that together they had 
murdered her. As hints of impropriety blossomed into scandal, Wilson suggested their marriage be 
postponed, but Galt convinced him to push ahead with the wedding as scheduled. 

Following a stroke that left Wilson incapacitated after he returned from the Paris Peace Conference in 
1919, Galt all but assumed the presidency, a role she described as “stewardship.” Without challenge, she 
directed the operation of the Executive Branch and ruled the cabinet. She, alone, controlled all access to 
Wilson, managed all presidential communications including classified material, and she alone decided 
which actions she needed to bring personally to the attention of the paralyzed and bedridden president. 
Cabinet members were frequently presented with scrawled with confused instructions she claimed were 
verbatim transcriptions of Wilson’s directions. Not one to tolerate slights, Galt attempted to fire Secretary 
of State Robert Lansing after he met with other cabinet members when she was not present. She also 
refused to allow an ambassador to present his credentials and begin work until he first fired an aide who 
had made demeaning jokes at her expense. Galt was considered as a candidate for Vice-President in 1928 
and held sway in Democratic politics until her death in 1961.  

(For more information, see “Campaigns on Cotton” at Google’s Arts & Culture website and “Edith Wilson” 
at the National First Ladies Library website.] 

At the time of listing only one slightly larger but badly-stained scarf-sized similar handkerchief is for sale in 
the trade. Nothing similar has appeared at auction per the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows no similar items 
are held by institutions. 

SOLD #10561   



 

19. [DISEASE – TUBERCULOSIS] [MEDICINE – HOSPITALS] [MILITARY – WORLD WAR I] [PHILATELY] 
[ROMANCE – PLATONIC FRIENDSHIP] [VIRGINIANA] 

1920-1921 – Archive of seven letters from a physician assigned to Public Health Service Hospital No. 45 
at Asheville, North Carolina following World War I 

This lot consists of seven letters totaling 13 
pages of text (12 manuscript; one typed) and 
one postally used  mailing envelopes sent by 
Dr. Edward West Hollingsworth at Public 
Health Service Hospital No. 45 at Biltmore, 
North Carolina to Mary G. Hiss in Granite 
Falls, North Carolina. The letters are written 
on letterhead that reads “Treasury 
Department / United States / Public Health 
Service / Office of the Medical Officer in 
Charge.” The mailing envelope bears a 
circular postmark that reads “Biltmore 
(Kenilworth Rur. Sta.) / N.C.” which was 
located in the Appalachian Mountains not far 
from the Tennessee state line. Mary, perhaps 
an old school friend, was a teacher in Granite 
Falls just east of Charlotte. 

Public Health Service Hospital #45 had once 
been a luxury resort, the Kenilworth Inn, 
which was built in 1918 by Asheville, North 
Carolina developer James Madison Chiles. 
However, its tenure as a hotel was short-lived 
as Chiles soon leased it to the Army to serve 
as General Hospital #12, a 1,000-bed facility 
that provided convalescent care to soldiers 
suffering from respiratory illnesses including 
emphysema, tuberculosis, poison gas injuries, and influenza. Following the armistice, the facility was 
transferred to the Public Health Service who dedicated its use to the Treasury Department’s Bureau of 
War Risk Insurance, the forerunner of today’s Department of Veterans Affairs.  

Hollingsworth, a graduate of the University of Virginia’s Medical School, was commissioned as a uniformed 
Public Health Service officer in 1920, and reported to the facility, as the “medical officer in charge” when 
it opened. Most of his slightly flirty letters address his daily life with only two referencing his medical work, 
one of which was an outburst of frustration in dealing with some patients and possibly family members. 

“Warren Allen was out at Kenilworth a week ago for examination, looks very well.” 

“Take my advice and give up trying to teach ignorant people medical facts., they can’t understand them 
and won’t believe those who tell them – it is a discouraging job.” 

However, most of his letters address his enjoyment of the mountains and his recent marriage which must 
have surprised Mary.  
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“I finally got to Pisgah – it is a 
wonderful ride from the lodge, 
several miles up the mountain . . 
. too steep  all the way for high 
gear, just wide enough for one 
car, but withal quite a good road 
. . . to the foot of the peak, [then] 
a long steep climb . . . . The view 
from there is wonderful, 
unobstructed in any direction 
and Kenilworth in sight.” 

“Saturday we attempted 
Mitchell [the highest peak east 
of the Mississippi] but getting 
the [lumber railroad] trainman to carry on is no small job and it took quite a bit of argument and then 
the engine broke down only part of the way up the mountain. . ..” 

“Miss Parr and I are being married Saturday by Mr. Clark. Very quiet, her Mother has been here a month, 
no other of the family.” 

“Yes, Father Clark did the knot tying and did a good job. . .. Edith is the lady’s first name sorry if I neglected 
to mention it before. At present we are living at the hospital where we have a suite consisting of room 
and bath. . .. We get our meals at a house about halfway up the big hill from the hospital where Edith’s 
mother [is] boarding and believe me it is some improvement on our meals here. 

“The toaster came safely and Edith and I want to say many ‘Thank you’s’ it was one thing we had 
particularly wanted and it was very kind of you and Lillian.” 

“Our [new] quarters are just off the car line – 2 or 3 blocks, but it is worth it to be out of town. [If you 
can visit] Edith and I will meet you, can promise no excitement but will give you something to eat . . . and 
can manage . . . a bunk. . .. We would both love to see you. . ..” 

Mary kept no more of Edward’s letters. Perhaps he stopped writing, or perhaps Mary had harbored 
romantic feelings and finally gave up hope for a future with Edward but kept these letters in remembrance. 

Shortly after these letters were written, the hospital was transferred back to James Madison Chiles who 
reconverted it to a luxury resort.  It still stands as an impressive 93-unit apartment complex in what today 
is considered downtown Asheville. 

The Public Health Service operated 61 hospitals like the one at Biltmore following World War One with a 
total of more than 18,000 beds. When the Biltmore facility closed in 1921, Hollingworth transferred to the 
new Veterans Administration Hospital at Hines, Illinois where he eventually became the Chief Medical 
Services until his early death from a heart attack in 1941.  

(For more information, see “100+ years of the Kenilworth Inn” at the Asheville Today website, “General 
Hospital No. 12, Biltmore, N.C.” at the  Army Medical Department Center of History website,  and “Dr. 
Edward West Hollingsworth” in volume 15 of the Annals of Internal Medicine.) 

$150 #10575   
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20. [CENSORSHIP – POSTAL] [HOLOCAUST – THEREISENSTADT] [IMMIGRATION] [JUDAICA] [PHILATELY] 

1940-1941 – Archive of letters from a Jewish mother in Hamburg, Germany to her son in San Francisco 
which stopped shortly before she was sent to the Theresienstadt concentration camp where she would 
die before the end of World War II 

This lot consists of six letters (19 total pages of text) written 
by Thekla Bornstein of Hamburg, Germany, to her son, Ernst 
[Bruno] Heilbuth of San Francisco, California. All of these 
airmailed letters are franked with Hindenburg “medallion” 
postage stamps. All of the letters are in legible German cursive 
and are easily read by Google’s image translation app. On their 
reverse, all bear censorship labels emblazoned with a Nazi 
eagle and swastika that read,  “Geöffnet / Oberkommando der 
Wehrmacht” (Opened / Supreme Military Command). All are 
in very nice shape. 

Information about Thekla and Ernst is sparse. Thekla was born 
in 1872, Ernst in 1902. After her first husband, Ernst’s father, 
died, Thekla married Paul Bornstein in 1907. Ernst married 
Lilly in 1939. Ernst and the couple’s adopted teenage stepson, 
Walter Singer, left Germany just as persecution became 
intense. While mass, systematic murder would not begin until 
1941, at the time these letters were written, the Nazis had just 
begun implementing brutal policies that impoverished and 
killed hundreds of thousands of Jews through starvation and 
disease in newly created ghettos where they were forced to live, isolated and separated from the gentile 
population. 

Ernst and Walter arrived in New York on board the USS Manhattan, and Lilly joined them several days later, 
arriving on the USS George Washington. Together, they then made their way west and settled in California, 
where Ernst and Walter opened an auto parts store, and Lily worked as a practical nurse. 

None of Thekla’s letters mention persecution of the Jews by the Nazis, which is understandable as all of 
them were censored by the Oberkommando, which was charged with ensuring no sensitive or negative 
information about the Third Reich was sent out of the country. (Internal censorship was the responsibility 
of Josef Goebbels’ Reich Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda.) Thekla did, however, keep 
Ernst aware of the status of family and friends, presumably those who had not yet been sent to 
concentration, forced labor, or extermination camps. As well, she continuously asked from whom he had 
heard. Her letters are generally upbeat and never express anything overtly negative about her situation. 
However, reading Google translations of her letters between the lines with hindsight, it is possible to infer 
her apprehension and resignation. For example,  

“Everything is so vague and so torn apart.” 

“From us, I can’t say good news.” 

“I am very happy you have received so many messages from relatives.” 

“Regarding your letter. I have a lot to say, but I’ll refrain from doing so because it has some relevance.” 

“Your anger [has] played a role for me [but] life goes on in its new show.” 
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Still, that did not save her. The Nazis constructed 
Theresienstadt at the Czech border town of Terezin in 
1941 to serve two purposes. One was to serve as a 
transit camp for Jews being sent east to forced labor 
and extermination camps.  The other was as an ersatz 
retirement ghetto for Jews whose disappearance 
might generate difficult-to-answer international 
attention and inquiries about persons over the age of 
65, World War One veterans, and well-known cultural 
or political figures. The ghetto was also used for 
propaganda purposes, including a highly scripted 
stage visit by the International Red Cross that left the 
impression its residents were well treated, enjoying 
life, and able to enjoy a variety of activities, when, in 
fact, nothing could have been further from the truth. 

Life at Theresienstadt was only marginally better than in other concentration camps. Although the ghetto 
was governed by a Jewish Council of Elders, the Council was completely dependent upon the Nazis.  Food 
was scarce, clothing was sparse, people doubled or tripled-up in primitive beds stacked three-high, 
sanitation was poor, fresh water was intermittent, and disease ran rampant because although there was a 
hospital, it had no medicine. 33,000 of the ghetto’s 140,000 prisoners died from deprivation, starvation, 
and disease. 

At the time Thkla sent her last letter to Ernst, she would have been about 69 years old and was, no doubt, 
rounded up the following November along with all of Hamburg’s 1,955 Jews and transported to 
Theresienstadt.  Only 22 of that group survived the war, Lilly was not among them. Although neither the 
date nor the cause of her death was recorded, her name appears on the ghetto’s list of deceased prisoners. 

The Hindenburg medallion stamps that frank these letters were first issued in 1932 to honor the former 
Field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg, who had partially restored calmness in post-World War One following 
his election as President of the Weimar Republic. Hindenburg was a popular figure and so were these 
stamps, which were originally printed on paper with a ‘waffle’ watermark. Recognizing Hindenburg’s 
popularity, when he died in 1934, the Nazis, who had assumed control of the government the year before 
choreographed a massive Wagnerian funeral in his honor and continued to issue this series of stamps in 
an attempt to suggest that they had Hindenburg’s full support. There was, however, one small difference 
in the stamps; they were then printed on paper with very a visible swastika watermark, nearly impossible 
to miss when affixing them to an envelope.  

(For more information, see “Theresienstadt: ‘Retirement Settlement’ for German and Austrian Jews” at 
the Holocaust Museum website, Hoffman’s “Highlights from Hamburg-A Delicate Balance” at the Jewish 
Chicago Family Service website, Gedenkbuch - Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden unter der 
nationalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945 (Memorial Book - Victims of the 
Persecution of Jews under National Socialist Tyranny in Germany 1933-1945) at the Bundesaarchiv, and 
Coffey’s “The Riddle of the Hindenburg Medallions” at the Richard Frajola website.) 

Postal cards and letters from prisoners held at the Theresienstadt concentration camp, though scarce, are 
far more common than correspondence from prisoners held at other camps or ghettos and even Jews that 
had not yet been rounded up. Other papers related to Ernst Heilbuth are held by the Holocaust Museum 
in Washington D.C. 
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